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Di^faixi ATI oisr. 

My deartfl Fritnds, 

WHOM I love dearly t^tefember dally, 
long^foT greatly, ptay for cartieftlv, 
and praife God heartily; to whom I could 
write with ttiy piireft Dioodj'and do fcndt 
thefe lines from my inward 'boWela,? 

THOUGH I cannot fay t am fo tranf- 
ported with afFeflion and ieal as Paul, to 
wifh myfelf accurfed from Chrlft fot their 
fakes ; yet I am perfaarded, 1 ccrtild be cttn- 
temed with Jonas, to be call into the fca, to 
the pacifying of God's wrath for you ; that 
I may be free from the blood (A all ftien, 
and by the po^A^er of God, to deal plainly 
and fincerely <vith all myfellow-cfeatures, 
not valuing the fmiles, tior fearing the 
frowns of wicked men : It is better to lofe 
their fmiles thdii it is to Ibie their prQcious 
fouls-; though th'ere are many that are 
enemies to me, yet I am an enemy to none, 

a hater 
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it' hater of np man's perfon, but a lover 

&f tqeir fouls ; he that loved me whf^n 1 

:wiiS an eiiemy. comroandeth me to love 

my enemies. Dear Chriftians, cleave to 

the Lordy and follow after him fully; 

neglefl no duty, though you may know 

th^re^ffs. d^r>gerip doing it ; fear God and 

fin, more^than^n^eaand luff^ring;^ let your 

fouls bear. df) ^ith Chrift, bearr 'off from 

the. worldy} bear down your corruptions, 

and ;bea.5. forth your tef^irpony ; ^ refpeft 

'Mi$ r^jeftriione x>f (Jpd*s commandments, 

fibwt;,,ta{^; .p^tictitly, .and tJiaffkiuHy -ilje 
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hpavieft afflifliqns qn >arth, are 
but ligiit. in " cotnpariloQ of. Chrid's fuffer^ 
ings^.or the puniChment of the wicked in 
hellv ^ /VyhciJ pod's jteoplp are humWe, and 
the wicke()i high enough, and the Lord's 

rfip{V;}iWt^4<:^!'^^ ?? come^ then expeft^ deli- 
veranjpe t^ the godly, and n/ot before.' You 
Jhoijld npt "envy tne patience:of God. to- 
ward^ your eneinies^ Tor it is nothing in 
comparifon of what love he flieweth to 
you; be you diligent at ypur work, and 
leave (iodf at his^ you need not fearfuccefs, 
the Lord wjll. fobn turn from his wraih, if 
men \<?ere turned from their wiqkcdnefs; 
look riairrowly to your hearts, tongues and 
ways ; I never trufled God, but I found 

him 
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hiiB; faithful ; nor mine own heart, but I 
^oixpd^it falfe : Take heed friends/ thit 
.)fraiiW not always wooing Chrift, find yfet 
never married to him ; therefore do not 
leaye, till you have put the great queftion 
out of aU doubt, ' 
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LOOK upon Chrift witfiQut, and tlien 
feafch foyJSHm within you ; he that wiii 
clearly Tee with the eye of fait fi, mud fbut 
tl>^ €y^ of re^on; i% is the will c/ God, 
that ^ fain t< flibuld rejjoice/ rnpr* in what 
Chrift ^ hath : done Jhr ther^l tHati in what 
they \\di\^ done for him^ O lay upTor Chriff, 
make hafte and do your work, and God 
wili gi Vie you xua^es. 

D£ :\R BRETHREN, I befcecb you 
^onlider well thefe things, for they are 
preciou$^ weighly, and necijfary tfuths.' ' 

I.fhftlladd no more, but prbmife you my 
prayers, and requeft yours for me, and 
for aibleffing upon this^' that it ra&y bring 
comfokrt to God, aiid good to you, which 
is all that is aimed at by him, who is, 

\ ■' Your Soul's Servant, 

WILLIAM DYER. 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 

IT is the great unhappinpfs of our agft^ 
that the greateft part of men bufy 
themfelves mofl in that ; which concern^ 
them leaft; look intb the worW, amoqgd 
rich and poor, high and low, young and 
old, and lee whether it appear not by the 
.whole fcope of their converfatiops that they 
/et more by foraething elle than Chrift 
and {alvation ; fo they may have but fome 
of the earth in their hands, ihey care for 
nothing of heaven in their hearts ; tho' 
gold can no more fill their heartSj^ than 
^race their purfes. 

MOST men are 'like that Tilly womaa> 
that when her houfe was on tire, fo mind- 
ed the faving of her goods, thai fhe left 
her children roaring in the flames ; at 
laft being" put in remembratice of it, fhe 
cries out. Oh ! my child, my child. Oh ! 
hc^y' many men are there, that drop into 
perdition, merely for a little wealth. 

^ THERE 
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THERE are many th^t ire feempoTallf 
mifeFable, that are eternally hjmpy; and 
there are many lihat are teaporally happy, 
that ftall be entemally miferable. ; Ob f 
there is a great vanky io all worldly ex^- 
celleneiea ; the earth is big in our hopes, 
but Irttte in oui^ hands i it cannm fati&fy 
the fenfes of men, mxick Lefs their pre- 

.DEAR CHRISTIANS, according lohiy 

talents received,. I have aadeavoured to fet 

forth the richflsj the Jovelinefe, the pre- 

eiou&efs and excellencies that are in Chrift, 

to t]raw the heart after hita, and to be fiek 

of love for him. Qhi Jefus Chrift is a 

lountain of life, light, love, grace, glory,. 

comfprt, joy, goodndTs, fweetnefs, always 

full and flowing, yea, overflowing ; ^ Paul 

was fo much taken with Chrifl, that he 

was ever in .his thbugbt; he was near his 

heart, and upon his tongue ; he names 

him fix or ieven times in one chapter, 

1 Cor, i. Oh! that our hearts and 

thoughts were thus bufied about, and 

taken up with Chrift, and thofe treafures 

of wifdom and knowledge that are in him. 

THE defign of this piece is Act the 
^ftentation of the Author, but the edifi- 
cation of the reader ; though the Author 

■* be 
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be conbemptible, yet.the^ maftter is cbrn- 
foctable : I hope none wiH blow, out ftfeh 
a candle upon earth, by che light of whicbv 
ihemfelves may fee the way to' heaven ; 
if God had given in more of. himfeir to 
,me, I (hould have given more 6ut ' to 
thee, but he looks not for what he gives^ 
not: If God may have glory, and the 
Church edification by thefe labours of mi ne, 
I fhall have my end. Now the good Lord 
bring thy heart more and more in love 
^with Chrift, who is altogether lovely, thai 
fliortly.tbou maycll enjoy enlefs ► felicity 
in his boibmV This (hall be his pra^y^gr 
for thee that is. 
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Thy Servant ^ CititrST, 
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WILLIAM DYER. 
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SERMON I. 

The DESIRE of all NATION^. ' 
C A N T t CL E S, V. 16. « 

He is dl tag ether Lovely. 

OUT of the lyon of the tribe of Judah^^ 
comes better and fweeter honev, than 
out of Sarapfon's ly( n : That is the fweeteft 
honey which we fuck out of Chrifl's hive : 
For the face of none is fo comely in a faints 
tyCf as (he face of Chrifl ; and the voice of 
none is fo pleafant in a faint's ear, as the voice 
6f Chrift. O chrillians ! tlie God w horn thou 
ferveft is fo excellent, that no good can be 
aidded to him, and fo infinite, that no goodi 
can be diminiOied in him : He makes happy^ 
and yet is not the lefs happy ; he fhews 
mercy to the full, yet remains full of mercy : 
O come eat, and drink abundantly. O thfere 
is no fear of excefs here, though one dropVof 
Chrift be fweet, yet the deeper the fweeter. 

The wine that Chrift draws, is the befi! 
win^that a chriftian drinks. This whole book 
of dSnticles is befpangled with the praifes 
bf Chrift. The fubjeft matter of this book, 
Js a declaration of the mutual intercourfe of 

B love 



i The Dejzre q/ Ml Nations^ 

love and afteflion between Chrift and hvs 
church ; what fpiritual entertainment is given 
on both fides, with the fweet content they 
have in each others beauty : Here you may 
fee the king in his glory ; the fpoufe in her 
beauty : Here you may fee Chrift giving her 
fweet pfomifes, adorning her with fundry 
excellencies, communicating his love, and 
commending her graces. Here you may fee 
the church even raviftied with the confidera- 
tion and contemplation of Chrift's love and 
beauty ; his beauty is taking, his love is 
raviftiing, his voice is pleafing, his, goodnefs 
is drawing, his nianifeftations are enriching,, 
he is the beloved fon, and the fon of love, 
he is nothing but love to thofe, who are 
his love. 

But I fhaH no longer detain you with as 
crumb at the door, but carry you to the chap- 
ter out of which my text is taken, and fo Iqad 
you to the cabinet where the jewel lieth. 

Biethren and beloved, you have a glori- 
ous defcription of Jefus Chrift in this chapter,, 
and that from verle lothto i6th, where the 
fpoufe is fetting forth the riches, the dig- 
nity, the excellency, the beauty, the majefty^ 
the glorv, the precioufnefs, and lovelinefs of 
Jffus Chrift: He is white and rudd^the 
chief efl among ten thou/and, his head is aS the 
mqjl fine gold, his locks are hufhyj and bldcK 
as a raven ; his eyes are as the eyes of doves, by 

thi^ 
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ihe rivers of water s, wa/hed with milkf and 

fitly Jet ; his cheeks are as a bed of f pices ^ as 

fweet flowers ; his lips like lilies ^ dropping 

fweetJmeUing myrrh ; his hands are as gold 

rings, fet with beryl ; his belly is as bright 

ivory, overlaid withfapphires ; his legs are as 

pillars of marble^ Jet upon focket^ of fine gold ; 

his countenance is as Xebenon, excellent as 

the cedars. And thus (he fets forth her be* 

loved ; and at lail winds up all with this rare 

expreffien. He is altogether' lovely. 

The text is a facred cabinet, which con» 
tains in it, 

1^ The jewel, Chrift, in this word He. 

2. The price of this jewel, alltogethcr lovely. 

The obfervation or dodrine is this. That 
Jefus Chriji. is infinitely and fuperlatively 
lovely. He is the nioftamaaing and deKght«- 
ful objeft: The very name of Jefus Chrift is 
a precious ointment poured forth- 'Tisfaid, 
that the letters of his name were found en- 
graven upon Ignatius*s heart. Jefus Chrift 
"is in every believer's heart, and nothing can 
do better there ; for He is all together lovely. 
That Jefus Chrift is thus tranfcendently love- 
ly, will appear four manner of ways : 

1. By Titles. 2. By Types- 3. By Refern^ 
helance. 4. By Demonjirations, I ifhall fpeak 
only to the fir ft of thefe: Our Lord Jefus 
hath feven famous titles, which are as fo 
many jewels of his crown. 

^ 1- The 



The Defire of all Nations. 

1 . The defire oj adl nations. 2* King of 
Kings. 3. The mighty God. \^ The ever Lajl- 
ing Father. 5. The Prince oJ peace. 6. The 
EleB precious^ 7. Wonderful. We will be- 
gin with the firft of thefe famous titles, viz; 
The dejire of all nations. This title you have 
in Haggai, ii. 7. And the dejire of all nations 
jhall come. ' But you will (ay, how is Chrift 
the defire of all nations ? Do not all the na- 
tions abhor him, and fay, We will not have 
this .man to rule over us^ the kings of the 
earth fet them/elves^ and the riders take courfd 
together againfl the Lord, and his anointed'^ 
Plal. ii. 2. The Kings of the earth are afraid, 
left Chrift's government (hould unking them; 
The rulers are jealous, left it fhould depofp 
them from their dignities; even the refor- 
mers that have adventured all to fet it up, 
are jealous left it ftiould encroach upon their 
power' and privileges. Kings are afraid of 
It, arid think themfelves but half, kings, 
where Chrift doth fet up his word and difcip- 
line. Lawyers are afraid left^ it fhould take 
away their gains, and the laws of Chrift 
fliouldovertop the laws of the land. The 
people are afraid ofit, left it fhould compel 
them them to fubje^ion, to that law and way 
which their fouls abhor. O how long hath 
the world rebelled againft Jefus Chrifl, and 
Jiis government f 

3ut tell me, have the people gained any 
^ thing 
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thing by refifting Chrid's gofpel and govern- 
ment ; hating his fervants, and by fcorning his 
ways? or doth it make th,e crowns fit fatter 011 
the kings heads ? I will leave you to judge of 
this. But beloved, Chiiftis the dejire of all 
nations. And that I flijll (hew in five parti* 
culars ; that though Jefus Chrilt be not aftive- 
ly defined by all nations, yet he is rightly 
ftiled, the dejire of all nations. 

Firjl, Becaufe he is mofl definable in him- 
feir, and all things that are definable are in 
him; Beauty and bour>ty is in Chrift, riches 
and honpuris are in Chrift, Prov. viii. 18. 
Jefiis Chrift is the treafiire hid in the goFpeli 
the pearl of great price, he is the fun in the 
firmament of the fcriptures, whom. to know 
is everlafting life. He is a fpring full of the^ 
water of life, a hive of fweetnefs, a magazine 
of riches, a river of pleafures^ wherein you 
may bathe your fouls to all eternity. O he 
is fulnefs and fweetnefs, the chief eft aviong ten 
thoii/andy Cant. v. 10. He is more precious than 
rubies^ and alt the things thou cayiji defer e are 
not to be compared to' hirriy Prov/iii. 15. Alas ! 
what are all the crowns and kingdoms of the 
world, all the thrones apd fepters of kings to 
Chrift? I fay what are all the trea^fures of the 
eaft, the gold of the* weft, the fpices of the 
fouth, and^the pearls of the north t^r&im ? 
This or whatfoever thou doft imagine, are 
nort to be compared unto bleffed Jefus. Be- 
loved, 
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loved, the glories and excellencies of Chrift 
excel all others ; as all waters meet in the 
fea, and as all the lights meet in the (i|n ; 
fo all the perfeftions and excellencies of all 
the faints and angels, meet in Chrift. Nay, 
firs, Chrift hath not only the holinefs of an- 
els, the lovelinefs of faints, and the trea- 
ures of heaven, but alfo the fulnefs of the 
god-head, and the riches of the deity are in 
him, CoL i. 19- For itpleafed the Fattier^ that 
in himjhoutd All futnefs dwell; fulnefs of 
grace, fulnefs oi knowledge, fulnefs of love, 
I fulnefs of glory: He is lovely to the Father, 
V lovely to the angels, lovely to the faints, and 
lovely to the foul ; and therefore he may 
well be called the dejire of all nations^ for all 
defirable things are in him. 

Secondly 9 Jefus Chrift is called the defire of 
nil nations^ becaufe his defire are after all 
nations, tho^ he hath no need of them, he 
hath thoufands of angels before him ; and 
ten thouiands daily miniftering unto him ; 
yet fuch infinite love doth he bear to the fon« 
of men, in whom there is no lovelinels, that 
he himfelf faith, My delight is with thefons 
ofmeuy Prov. viii. 31. That our Lord Jefus 
hz^th a ilrong defire after the nations to con- 
vert them, and lave the nations, will appear 
by three things. 

!• By what he^ did before he came into the 
world. 2. By what he did when he was in 

the 
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the world. 3^ By what he doth now he is 
out of the world* 

1. Our Lord Jefus had a great defire after 
the poor nations before he came into the 
world, or eUe he would never have left hi* 
crown, his royal court, his fathers bofom, his 
dorious robes, to come unto this world to be 
[pit upon and murdered by men ; nay, he 
did not only become a laughing-ftock to' 
men, but a gazing-ftock to angels^ Now 
beloved do^ you not think that Jefus Chrift 
had a great defire after the nations good, that 
he would leave all his glory, greatnefs, pomp 
and riches, to come into this^ world, to be 
poor hungry, weary, tempted, forfaken, be-^ 
trayed and fold ?'But you perhaps may fay^ 
that Chrift little thought his own countrvmen 
would betray him. Why, beloved, do you 
think he did not know it ? yea, he knew it 
before he came into the world, that the Jews 
woiild crucifie him, and that Judas would 
betray him, John vi. 46^ He knew it from 
the beginning who they were that believed 
not, and who ftiould betray him : Chrift knew 
it before they did, Alas ! oiir Lord Jefu& 
knew before he came from heaven, what 
courfe entertainment he fliould have upon 
earth. Now, beloved, put all this together, 
and tell me, had not Jefus Chrift' a great 
defire after us before he came to us; that 
he would uncrown himfelf to crown us, and 

> / . . put 
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put ofiP his robes, to put on our rags, ancf 
come out ofheaven to keep us out of hell ? 
be fafted forty days, that he might feaft us 
to all eternity. He came from heaven to' 
earth, that he mieht. fend us from earth to 
heaven. The fon of Gad became the fon 
of man, that we the fons of men, might be- 
come the fons of God j and all this he did 
to fave the nations. j^ 

2. He had a Ilrong defire afftr th'e »atic3ils 
when he was Tn the world. O ! Chrilt would 
fain have faved the nations, healed and en- 
lightened theiii ; therefore he fends forth hisi 
Apoftles, Matt, xxi: iq. and bids: them^ gd 
and teach alt nations^ tne people were in his 
eye, and upon hrs heart ; . and lo in Mat. xxii. 
Ghrift lends forth his ftrvantSy oncci iioite^ 
thrice^ as if, he would take no denial, but 
they t^ould .not cpnje. Nay, beloved, our 
Lord Jefus Chriit did not only fend oihefs to 
poor Ibuls,' to intreat them to come in, tore- 
pent, and believe in their Saviour, that their 
ibuls might be faved, but he went hinifelf 
;and defired them : Nay, that is not all, he* 
loved he cried to them, and faid, If any man 
ihirjti let him come unto me and drink, J^hrt 
vn, 37. O how earnell was Jefus Chrift with 
poor fouls to come to hhn ; Comi unto me all 
ye that labour ^ and ate heavy laden:, tind I 
zuiil give you rejl ; Matt.' xi. 23. So in Luke 
xiii. 23 Got<Tth€ hi^k-toays^ and covipel them 

to 
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to come in, that my houfe may he fvM. Do 
you fee this, chriitians ? *What vehement 
defires Jefu$ Chrift had after the nations aad 
fouls of men^ thst he might for evet make 
Tthem happy when he was in the world, and 
she hath- the fame defire ftill : How often 
ivould Jefus Chrift have healed the Jews/that 
poor nation, as he himfelf fpeaketh ia MaU 
xxiii. 37. Hov) often would I have gathered my* 
children together^ as a hen gather eth heryom\ 
ones, and you iioould not? Nay, when he hai 
done all this, he doth not leave them, but 
weej>s over them, his eyes were wet becaufe 
their eyes were dry. So that it is plear by 
what Chrift did when he was'in the worlds 
that he defired muth the healing ' and ,can» 
verting of nations, t* In his bdarih^ with 
them, 2. In his proffers unto them. 

3. He hath a great defire after the ijations 
now he is out of the worlds tho* he be gone to 
heaven,* entered into glory, and at the right 
hand oftheF^ker; yet I fay, his defires arS 
as much after poor fouls as ever. This wjll 
appear by twb things. 

i. In his forbearance and -long fufferance. 
Oh ! how long hatti Jefus Chrift borp. with the 
finfiil natiOTis, and yet he bears with them 
ftill, notwithftandift^ they ha,Ve bro^e his 
laws, dc^fpifed his. golpel, cbntetoned his ordi- 
nanees, and fhed his laintVbhDod* grieved hrs 
fpirit, and abufed hi^ mercies! THis and 
teucb more have they done; and' yet he 

C (pareth 
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fpareth them, that he might be gracious untd 
tnem, IC xxx. i8. and therefore will the 
Lord wait, that he may be graciotjsrto you. 
Therefore will he be e^^alted, that he may 
fliew mercy. Now, beloved. Do. you think 
that Jefus Chrift would take all this at the 
nations hand, but he is unwilling to deftroy 
them, and mod willing to fave them ? 

2. His love appears, not only by his bear- 
ing with them, but by his proffers to them. 
O beloved, how doth God fland day after 
day, month afte,r month, and year after year, 
proffering himfelf, his fon, his mercies, his 
Jove, his grace and his glory to poor fouls? 
many^ have, the fpace of repentance, who 
hav? not the grace of repentadce. . Kow, my 
brethren, by thefe things you lyiay fee that 
Jefus Chrift . hatU a great defire after all 
na^tions. - / ' . " , 

3. J^efus Chrift is ^called the defire of all 
nations^ becaufe it is he only that can make 
any perfon, family, or nation truly defirablo, 
P beloved, what is the reafon that the, Lord 
of hbfts prefers his people before all the (ons 
of men? the Lord prefers His little remnant 
before all the world befid^s, Exod. xix. g. 
You Jliall Jbe a peculiar treqfurfi4o me chove 
all people f ..The rightcouus^ is more e,xc client 
ihoLU his neig^l^fur, Prov, kii. 26. Tho' his 
peiglihourV ^^^ l<^ipg» : emperor. or 
piope, lyqt'^if ne bexjghtcouSi he is moreex- 
celleiJL 'than ke;. they ^ are i>ut bale tjprn ; 
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Believers be thofe worthies of whom the. 
world was not worthy, Heb. xi. 35. Ye "are 
a choferi generation^ , a 'royal prieji-hoodi an 
holy nation^ a peculiar people^ 1 Pet. ii.. 9. 
Believer^ are not only diligent chriftians, 
but excellent chriftians. 

Now what is the reafon, beloved, that thc^ 
faints are thus excellent above all others? 
Is it*for their birth, breeding, learning, riches, 
greatnefs or honour ? No, no, it is for none 
of thefe ; but if you will know the reafon, it 
is becatife Chrifl is formed in them,v and 
married to -them, they have the new name, 
the new nature, the new heart, the new 
fpirir: O this "is the reafon, if there were any 
thing beiides Chrift, that could make any na- 
tion, family or perfon truly defirable; it muil 
be either birth, greatnefs, learning, riches, 
beauty, wifdom or ftrength ; now all'thefe 
da not makfe any one defirable ; for if they 
did, then thofe 'that fit upon the/ nations . 
would be the mott defirable perfons under 
heaven, becaufe they have the moll of thefe. 
But for this, fee Dan. iv. \j. Andfetteth up 
over it\ the bafejl of men. Rev. xyii. 15. ,The 
waters which thoufawe/t where the whore Jit- 
tethy are peoples^ viultitudes p nations, dud 
tongues: 00 that none^of thefe then can do 
it^ but Chrift only Rev. v. 10. He hath made 
u? unto our God, kings and priells ;• it is'/ 
Chrifts beauty that makes us beautiful : It is 
His riches^ tnat maketh us rich ; -it is bis 

Tighteoufneii 
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righteoufoefs thai maketh us righteous ; he 
crnly makethuV truly honourable and dcfir- 
abJe ; well xhay. Chrift be called the defire 
6f all nations, it is he that can make a na^ 
tiOri defirabie. 

4, Jefus Chrift is called the defire of allna-r 
tians^ becaufe all nations ft and in need of 
him: Nay, not only all nations, but all per- 
ions, young and old, rich and poor,. high and: 
low, he that will be faved, muft have a Sa-/ 
viour to fave him, or elfe he can never be 
faved ; the Apoftle tells us Afls,, iv. i2t 
Neither is there /alvation in any other ^ for 
there is none otKer name under heaven given, 
among men^ whereby we rnufi he faved.;: and 
Ghrift faith, John'xiv. 16. 1 am the way^y 
and the truths and. the life, no man cometh^ 
unto the Father but by me r^o that not only 
all nations, but all perfgns ftand in need of 
him. You may go to heaven without health, 
wealth, honours, pleafuers or friends, and 
without learning; but you Can never go to 
heaven without Chrift. What will you do, if 
you begin to die naturally^ before you begin 
to live (piritually ? If the tabernacle of nature 
be taken down, before the temple of grace 
hq raifed up ; if your paradife be laid wafte, 
before the tree of lire be fet in it; if you 
give up the ghoft, before ever you receive 
the holy ghoft ; if the fun of your life be {^t 
within you, before the Ion of righteoufnefs 
fliiae upon you; if the body be fit to be 
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turned into the ^jarth, beforethe Ibul be fit to 
be taken into heaven : if the fecond birtli 
have no place in you, the fecond death^ 
fliall have power over you. Though the 
nation^ need nothing more than Chrill, yefe 
they flight nothing more than he. Tell me^. 
how will you live when you die, that are 
dead whilll you live? O beloved, is it 
not fad that the nationsfhould rt-fill Chrift^. 
his gofpei Andvgovernment, as they do? In- 
deed, ifmen might be their own judges, then^ 
Ghrift had no enemies, we arc all his friepd^ 
If the Jpw5 might have been their own judge^^ 
it was not the Ion of God whom they cruci- 
fied, but ah enemy to Caefar: It was not 
Paul a faint that they perfecuted, but one 
that they found to be a peRilent fellow. So^ 
men will fay now, they do not perHfcute the 
feints of God, but (editious fanaticks : yttt 
God will fliorxly taJ<e ofFihe veil of hypoc- 
rify from their faceSv. O grieve for them^ 
that cannot grieve for thenifelves. And thus 
you Jee that all nations Rand in need o£" 
Ghrift, who IS thed^Jire ofalL nations. 

5. Our Lord is. called the drfh^e of all na^ 

iions, becauie when he fets up bimfelf in any^ 

.one as their defire ; then they run after hiav 

and count nothing too dear ior him. So the 

church of God,, ih. xxvi- 8, 9. IVie defire qfj 

our fouls is to thy name.; xviik my foul have P 

defred thee in the night, yea^ -^xithmy fpirit 

. within me will Ifeek thee early. O when tlie 
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defire of all nations once fetteth up himftrlf 
in the foul, then he becomes the defire ot\ 
the foul. When he hath thus endeared him- 
felf to their foul, then they count nothing too 
dear for him ; all ftiall be at his command, 
their gold, fiJver, ftr^ngth and their lives, 
Rey. X. 11. They loved not their lives unto 
the death; fo that, belov.ed, let men be ene- 
mies to Jefus Chriil, yet as foon as Chrift fet» 
up himfelf in their hearts, they will love him, 
own him, ferve him, and faffer for him. 
Now, firs, put all thefe together, and it will 
fuUy prove Chrift to be the defire of alt na- , 
tiorts. I {hall make but a fhort uCe of it, and 
fo conclude. Is it that our Lord Jefus 
Chrift is. the defire of all nations, and that al4 
things defirable are in him? Oh! then let 
me Jbq,g of you. Oh ! let me befeetfh you, for 
l^e Lqi;^s, fake, and your fouls fake, make 
-Ghrift' Jefus the defire of your fouls. He I's 
the defire of all nations^ and Ihall he riot be 
the defire of your fonts ? Who will you 
love, 4f not the king of faints? Who will 
you long for, if not for the defire of all 
nations? Who will you prize, if not the 
prince of peace ? He is the fon of God, the 
fecond perfon in the glorious Trinity, before 
whom angels and arch-^ngels, and all the 
hofts of heaven do bow before him'. He is 
the glory of glories, the crown of crowns> 
the heaven of heavens. H^ isli light in dark- 
refs, joy in fadnefs, ricWs in poverty, life 

in 
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in death, it is he that can refolve all our 
4oubts, ifecure you in danger, fa ve your fouU, 
and bring you to. glory, where all joy is en- 
joyed, O therefore give aH glory to the 
Lord, and ypurfelves to Jiim. So much, or 
fo little for this time.-— Amen. 
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SERMON II. 

TheKmG ^ KINGS. 
Cant. v. 16. He is altogether Lovely^ 

I NOW proceed to the fecond title, which 
is given to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and that 
is King of Kings. AulUn defired to have 
feen three.things before he died, i; Rome in 
her glory and purity* 2. Paul in his pulpit 'a 
preaching. 3. Chrifiin the flelh upon earth* 
Cato the. heathen repented himfcli of three 
things. 1. That ever he fpent a dayidly* 
2- That ever he : revealed his fecrets to a 
woman. 3. That iever he went by, water, 
Mrhen he might have gone by land.^ Thales 
gave thanks for three thijrgs. t/That he was 
endued with reafon, and was not a bcaft. 

2. That he was a man, and not a womam 

3. That he was a Grecian, and not a barba* 
rian. And I, poor I, defire to fe'e three things 
before I die. 1. Babylons ruin. 2, ChrifPs 
reigning. 3- Satan's binding. 1 he angel hat k 



1^ The King of Kings. 

* 

Jhorn hy him that lives for ever, that time 
Jhalt be no hnger^ Rev. x. 6. Who will not 
believe this facred oath ? Did he lay it ? No^ 
he fwore it : How? 0y hiBftfelf ? No, by hinL 
that lives for ever : What ? that time inuft 
benolongef. The titae fiiall be no longer- 
The Lord whom you Jeekjhall fuddenly comt^ 
faith the Prophet, Mai. iii. i. They who 
keep the word of God's patience, Ood will 
keep them in the hour <i)f temptation. 

Well, the fecond title of Jeius Chrift, is the 
King of Kings I pray you take notice of it* 
*Ti& now to bj? handled; in Rev» xix. 16, 
He had a NaM^. written^ fays the text, King 
of Kings, Lbrd of Lords. Beloved, Jefus 
•ChTJft i« a throe-fold King. 

I^irft, h\% enemies Kir-j-^^S-^condly, his 
^^t6 Kii>g-r-»^ThirdIy, his Fatner^s King. 
'^SThe firlt he rales over*— -The fcc^rid he 
Tules in-r*The third he rules for, 

I fhsiU begin with the fiHt^ and take tfeem 
in their Qrder. 

firft CbriH is his enemies King^ that ii5> 
he is Kjt^g over his enemies, Chrift is a King 
above all Kings ; and therefore, the fcrip- 
lure itiles him King of Kings, as you have 
it in 1 Tim. vi* \^. Chritt is a King above 
qII Kings>; for if he were not, he could not 
be a King over all Kings* Now that he is 
a King Jibove all Kings, two fcriptures prove 
it, in Pfaim, xcviii. 27. faith God the Father 
there,/ will make my firjl boruj higher than 

the 



The King oj Kings/ ^ ij 

the Kings of the earth. Now, who is the 
firft born ? Why it^is Jefus Chfift, as he is 
elfewhere called the fimborn of every crea-^ 
ture ; Now fays God, I will make my firft 
born higher than thcj Kings. of the earth ; 
higher in glory, power, and-majefty. So in 
Rev, i* 5. there Chirft is called the Prince of 
the earth. Alafs ! what are all the mighty, 
great, and honourable men of the earth, to 
Jefus Chrifl? they are but like a bubble in 
the water. For if all the nations, in com- 
parifon to God, be but as the drop of a bucket^ 
or th^ dujl of the balance^ as the Prophet 
fpeaks in Ifa. xl. O how little then are the 
Kings of the earth, nay, beloved, Chrffl: Je- 
fus is not only above the Kings of the eart' 
but he is higher than the angels, and thei 
fore the angels in heaven, are command 
to worfhip him. He is the head of all an- 
gels, Col. ii. 1,0. He is the head of allprinci- 
palitis andpowerSs which includes the angels, 
.and in Heb. i. 6. Let alt the angels of God^ 
wqrfhip him, God will have the angels wor- 
fhip Chrift, as well as men* O firs, Chrill 
is a King, before whom the angels veil their 
faces, and the Kings of the earth do cafl 
down their crowns. ' 

Again, as he is a King above all Kings, fo 
is'he a King over all Kings too. Jefus 
Chrifl is an univerfal Kin^, he is a King 
over all Kingdoms, over all governments, 
powers, and over all people; JJan. vii. 14. 

P There 
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There is given to him, fays the text, dominion, 
and power, and glory, and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations and languages were to 
ferve hirn. Now, whowas this ? in the 13th 
verfe it i& clearly meant Jefus Chrift, all peo- 
ple, nations, languages and kingdonis, were 
to obey him ; fo that you fee Chrili is not, 

^ only king of faints, but king of nations too ; 
^nd therefore you find in Pfal. ii. 8. It is a 
textpften read, but little oWerved, AJkofme 
fays the father, and I will give thee heaven^ 

for thine inheritance, and the uttermojt parts 
of the earth for thy jbojfejfion. The very 
heathen are given to Chrilt, and the utmoft 
parts of the earth for his poffeffion. 

And as the Lord Jefus Chrifl hath all the 
kingdoms of the earth given to him, fo like- 
wife he hath all power, or elfe what (hould 
m$ do with a kingdom ; Matt, xviii 28. Ail 
power is given to me in heaven and in earths 
Oh ! fins here is a text that fhould revive 
the hea rts of faints. All power is 'given to me 
in heaven and in earth, faith Chrift to his* 

. Apoftles : So tliat it is he thai binds Mngs in 
chains, aud princes infette.rs of iron, as the 
laft Pfal. faving one fpeaks, it is he that 

fuffers no man to do them wrong, yea, he r<- 
proves kings for their Jakes, and breaks mighty 
kings in pieces for the faints fake, ^{^X. cv. 13. 
And therefore it is he that ever*rules' kings, 
and overcomes the kings of the earth ; tnat 
makes war with the faints, Rev. xvii. 14. 

The. 
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The ten kings made war with the Iamb, but 
the lairib prevailed ; and why ? Becaufe he 
was King of Kings, and Lord of. Lords, 
this is the firft, Jefus Chrift is his enemies 
king, that is, he is king above their kings, 
and over their kings. 

Secondly, As Jefus Chrift is his eneniies 
king, fo he is his feints king : I will give you 
two fcriptures to prove it, though I need hot, 
yet I will, becaufe of making things very 
clear as I go.on. In Rev. xv. 3-* There Jefus 
Chrift is c4Ued the faints king ; Thou king of 
faints. So aljo in Mat. xxL ^^ Teilye the 
daughters (f Sion, behold thy Ring comelh ; 
So that by tKefe vno fcriptures, you fee Jefus 
Chrift is king of faints. Now belovedj I 
befeech you to mind me ; Jefus Chrift, you 
fee ifrking of the bad, and of the good ; but 
as for the wicked, hfe rules over thetn by his 
power. and might, but the faints he rules in 
them by his fpirit and graces. Now, to this 
the fcripture witneffeth, that Jefus Chrift rules 
in the faints, and is king of the faints ; and 
therefore it tells us. Col. i. ChriJl in you the 
hope of glory *, and elfe-^where. Know ye not 
that Ckrijl is in you, except ye be repnobates P- 
Mark here, Chrift muft be in you, the hope 
of glory ; fo in Pfal. xxiv. Lift up your heads, 
ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlajling 
doors, that the King of glory may come in. 
Here Chrift is called the King of glory : And 
the Pf^lm calls upon men to open rheir 

hearts. 
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hearts, that the King of glory may come in : 
So in Rev. iii. kg. Behold IJland at the door 
and knock, if any man heq^ my voice, and operi 
the doofr, I will come in and /up with him, and 
he with me. Oh! this is Chrift*s fpiritual king- 
dom^ and here he rules in the hearts of his 
people. Here he rules over their confciences, 
-wills^ affeflions, jiiidgments and underRand- 
ing, and no body hath any thing to do here^ 
but Chrift ; it is Chrift that rules ov^r the' . 
confciences and judgments of vAcn, and 
therefore he is called the king of faints. Ft is^ 
true^ other kings may rule over the eftatey 
of men, but as tor the foul, that only belong? 
to Chrift : And therefore, believers are faid 
to be all gibrious within. The kings daugh- 
ter, which is the church, in Pfal. xlv. thef 
king of glory rules and dwells there ; you 
know God dwells in the higheft heavcnsy 
and in the humble hearts : • Chrift is not only 
king of nations, but king of faints; the one 
he rules over, the other he rules in. 

Thirdly, Jefus CJirift is his father's King- 
too ; and fo his father calJs him ; God calls 
Chrift his King, Pfal. xxvL Iwiltfet my king 
upon my holy hill oj Sion: Well may he be 
our king, when he is God's king. But you 
may fay, how is Chrift his fathers king, be^ 
canfe he rules ov^r him, he rules for his 
father. There is a twofold kingdom of Cod 
committed to Jefus Chrift ; pray mark firs. 
1. i% fpiritual kingdom, by wnicb he rules .in 
, the 
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tile healrtsof his people, and fo he is king of 
Taints. 2. A providential kingdonf>, by which 
he rules the affairs of the wOrld, and fo he is 
king of nations. Now beloved, the fcripturc 
fays, that the father hath ptit all things into 
CkriJ^^ hands, John, iii. laft verfe. And the 
Apoiflle lells uS,. God hath put all things un- 
der his feet. The father judgeth no man, 
but hath confimitted all judgment to the fon^ 
and, he hath appointed hira over his o\va 
houfe ; now as Chrift hath all, fo he doth alJ^ 
and rules all for his father ; and therefore 
the father Calls him his fervant, Ifa. xlj. 2, 
Behold myyervant, and in the other text, my 
king, becaufe he ruled for his father, and 
doth his father's "will ; fo that, beloved in 
thefe three rcfpefts, Chrift is a king. Now £ 
ftiall lay down fomething Wherein the Lord 
Jefus Chrift doth infinitely excel all the kings 
of the earth. 

1. Chrift Jefus is a King, that in a fpirituti 
fenfe makes all his fubje61s kings. He hath a 
crown of glory for every. fubjea. Oh. wtiat 
a glorious King is this! Now that Chiiii 
makes all his fubjefts kings^ Rev. v. 10. fay^ 
the church there, zrho hath made its to oifr 
Gods kings andpriefis. Oh ! firs, it is better 
to be a member of Chrift, than the he«d of a 
nation. Oh f how infinitely happy are all 
Ghrift-s fubje6ls ? They are kings, heirsj fd- 
vourite*^, fons, and true be!ievers ; the be- 
liever is the only happy man, Alas! wh^^re 
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is there fuch a king to be found that makes 
ail his fubjefts kings ? There are many kings; 
that undo their fubjetls, butChrift makes his 
fubj^Qs ; many kmgs make their fubje6ls 
beggars, but Chrill makes his fubjefts kings i 
Many kings put their fubje^ls to death, but 
Chrill died that his fubje£ls might live ; they 
give their Tubjeflis titles, but Chrift gives all 
his fubjefts grace and glory ; firs, in a word, 
this is the greateli nobility, to be the fervant 
to the Great God ; he is nobly defcended^ 
who is born from above. Oh! how many 
Lord,s hath that man, who hath not Chrift foJr 
his Lor<i 1 Every fin is his Lord, and every 
lull Lords it over him. Now, where Jefiis 
Chrift comes to be king, he makes them 
kings to his father^ and kings ov^r their lufts, 
Now^ beloved, here is the bleffednefs, and 
happinefs of our king, he makes iis all kings^ 
and gives us all crowns of glory. 

2. Jefus Chrift is a moft juft and righteous 
King, he reigns in righteoufnefs, he brings 
peace by lighteoufnefs, he make us riglue-? 
ous, and the rje fore he is called, the Lor d our 
rtghtioiifnefs, in Jer. xxiii. 6. Now beloved 
" other kings often deials unjuftly, they bear 
the fword to execute wrath upon well doers ; 
and ftrengthen the hands of evil doers ; juf- 
tify the wicked, condemn the godly, break 
Caths, and' falfily covenants ; and many 
times they opprefs their fubjefts, and wrotig 
their, people, therefore the fcripturcs fay, 
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Prov- xxvi. When ihe ris^hteoios is in autho- 
rity, the people rejoice ; but when the wicked 
bear rule, the people mourn* But now be- 
loved, Jefus Chrift, as he is a righteous king> 
fo he riiles in righteoufnefs, and ihou flialt 
Have nothing but righteous dealing from 
hinr: Mind this text of fciipture, which 
infinitely fpeaks our Chrill's righteous deal- 
ing with poor fouls, in Rev. xv, 13. Jti/i and 
true are thy ways. Mark, who are juft and 
true here ? Why, it is the king of ftints : Jujl 
and true are thy ways , thou king of Jaintst 
Jufticc and truth well becometh the king of 
ijfaints. In Prov. iii. 8. Her ways be loays of 
pleajantnejsy and all her paths are peace, fpea- 
king of wifdom, which is meant ofChrili^ 
Oh what a golden king is here! he i^jujl and 
true, all his ways are pleafantnefs^ and all h'S 
paths are peace. Oh firs, this is the excel- 
lency of (Jhrift, he oppreifeth no body, and 
therefore he is called jull and true ; he infi-. 
nitely excels all the kings of the earth in 
righteoufnefs ; he is a righteous king^ and 
deals for nothing but righteoufnefs, 

3. Chrift is a King that liveth for ever^ 
and reigns for ever, their king^ arc but Vf 
yefterday, they be dead and gone. What is 
oecome of all thofe great and mighty kings 
we read of? Why ? they are gone like a tale, . 
likea dream* But it is not fo with the King 
of faints, the Lord is king for ever^ he reigns 
for ever; and therefore the Apoflle ca!l$^ 
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hjm, A king immortal, eternal, as you may 
lee 1 Tim. i. 17. Chriftis there Called a ;^m^ 
immortal,, becaufe he lives for ever. So iq 
Heb. vii. fpeaking of Chrift, who ever lives^ 
fays b^j to make interccffion for us. Now, bcr. 
loved, here is the glory of the Lord Jefus 
Chrilt, he lives for ever; other Kings are 
dead, and the;r fubjefts may do what they 
will, but Jffustllhrift lives for ever. 

4. Jefus Chrift is a King that hath a perfeft 
knowledge of all his fubjefts. Oh 3irs ? 
Kings, Princes*and States, do not know all 
their (ubjefls, nay, very few ; alas ! not one 
quarter of them, they are not acquainted 
with the wrongs, wants and miferies that 
their poor fubjefts lie under ; we are un- 
known moft of us to our prince. But now 
here is the excellency of Chrift, he hath ^ 
perfect knowledge of al! his fubjefts, he 
knpws them all by name ;^ ail their thoughts, 
Wants, ways and conditions. Now I fay, 
this is a grea^ happinefs, that we have a King 
that knows us fo well. O ! poor fouls, Chrift 
Jcnows you all, all your wants, conditions 
pnd ncceflities whatfpeyer. The Lord Jefus 
Jcnows all thy fufferings, and therefore fays 
Pa!Ul, in PhiL i\\ My God Jhall fupply all 
your wants. O t it is a fweet fcripture. My 
'Got Jhall fupply all your wants. So fay I to 
you, fireS your King will fupply all your 
ftraits and fears; yea, he will fupply all your 
needs. Ohere is the excellency of this King, 
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1. Jefus Chrid is a Kingiliat fits upon his 
father's throne, at this very time he fits upoa 
his father's throne. But beloved, this? is not 
all, Chrid do.tH not onfy fit therehimfelf, but 
he hath promifed that all men who overcome, 
(hall fit Aown with hini upon the throne ; 
you have a fall text to this purpofe, Rev, xxi. 
To him that overcovleth zoill I^^rant to Jit with 
h:^ upon my thrxme. Mark, firs, Chrill pro- 
mifeth afl his fubjeftS, that they fhould fit 
upon the thronti with him: Ndvv I wonder 
"^\'here there is any kino: but Chrift, who will ^ 
fufFer his fubje6ls to fit upoa the throne with 
•1 ra: Alas ! this would be trea^o^a for a man 
to defire it; I remember, amongft other 
things, I have read of a king, who pafiing 
t)ver a water, his crown fell from his head 
into the water, ^nd one of his poor fervants, 
out'of love to.him; le^pt in and brought it 
up, and, for his more cafe put it upon his 
head, that he mi^ht'get. the better out ; and 
for this, the poor man had his head cut off: 
Sohii^h, m1:^hty and Idfty was this prince; 
but firs, the Lord Tefus is not fo, he is no 
itich proud kmg ; he did not only uncrown 
himfelf to crown us, and vsrear the cro vn of 
thorns, that we might wear the crowp. of 
glory ; but he confents and gives leave for 
his fubjefts to fit upon the throne with him ; 
to hiW' that over Cometh will I errant to fil zcith 
me upon the throne. Oh !. wivat- a gloriou-; 
King is this, thateverv one cf hi^ poor fuh- 
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je£ls fliall fit upon the throne with him I fo 
in Rev. xxL j. He that over come th Jhall in* 
kerit all things : A man would think, this 
veiy thing (hould draw the whole world after 
Chrilt. Oh! how {hould this draw the af- 
feftions oFmen to be in love^with thofe great 
TofFers, privileges and honours that Chrift 
elloweth upon his poor followers! He doth 
not only make them kings; hut he grants 
them to fit up6n his throne with him : 
thou woiildft fay it were an honour indeed, 
(O! faints^ couldft thou but look into heaven, 
and fee Cnrift fet uptih his throne ; but this 
honour have all his faints : Yee, much more,* 
he makes them all kin^s, and grants thejn 
to fit upon the throne wnh him, 
1 2. Jefus Chrill is ?[ WngtfMt loves atl his 
JubjeSts^ and all his fuhje^s love himi And 
lam fure this cannot be faid of any kii^ 
under heaven ; biit it rnay be faid of the 
Xord Chrift, for he is a kin^ that loves all 
his fubjefts, arid all his fubjeSs love him.; 
and this I (hall endeavour to fliew you in this 
afternoon's exercife ; and the next day I ihall 
'handle the other part, that all hisjutje£ls 
love him. .There are nine or ten particulars 
wherein the love of Chrift to his fubjefts doth 
appear, and is wonderfully manifefted. 

1. His love to his fubjf 6ls, it is primary: 
We love him, faith the Apoftle, becaufe nc 
loved us fiift, 1 John, iv. i5. We lov^ hira, 
and why ? Becauje he loveth us fir/l^ his love 
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is the caufe preceeding, our love is the effeft 
following: if he had not fired our hearts 
with the flames of his love, we fhquld never 
have beltqwed q\\^ fpark of fpiritual love up- 
on Chrift ; he muft draw before we can run ; 
|ind therefore fays the church. Cant. i. 4, 
JOirata us and zv€ will run after thee. Of Sirs, 
we cannot run without drawing ; he muft 
draw us before we can run : It was not mans 
lovelinefs that engaged God to love and i'dVQ 
man : Go4 Joved his enemies even in their 
finful ellate, though not with a love of well- 
liking of them, yet with a love of well-wiU 
ling to them. O ! Sirs, (ince God lovcth us 
when we were not like him, we ih ould lirive 
to be like him, who thus loved us ; nothing 
Cngageth a l^int to love God fo much as 
this, that God loved' hini fo much. A Mi- 
nifler once weeping at the table, and being 
afked the reafon, anfwered becaufe I love 
Chrift no niore. Indeed, friends this fhpuld' 
grieve us, that we love fo little ; who are fo 
much beloved. You have a famous faying 
of Auflin, he loves not Chrill at all, tha; 
loves him not above alK This is the firft 
love wherewith God loves hi? people, it is a 
^primary love. 

2- Chrift is a king that loves his fubjefts 
with a diftinguifhing love, atid a feparating 
loye, the general love of Chrift is icattered 
and branched out to ^U thp creatures in the 
^prld, but his Ipecial love^ his exceeding 
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great and rich love, is only fettled upon his 
church. Now if ypu ?fk me uhat Chriil's 
diftir^guifliirg love is, 1 fhall name it, and 
but name It to you. 

1. 'Tis pardoning Ipvc. 2. 'Tis redeeming 
love. 3. Calling^jo.ve, 4. Juflifying love 
5. Adopting love, 6. Sanfiiifying love. 7, 
Glorifying love, , ' 

This I fay, is. his peculiar love; Chrifl's 
love is not only Ivveeter than wine, but bet- 
ter than liie ; ^e is moft lovely, he is aJwa) s 
ioyely, he is altogether lovely ; Chrilt is np-- 
thing hut love to ihofe w-ho aire Kis lover*?. 

3, Chrifl loves his fair.ts with a protefiing 
love, Ifa. XV. 49, Qin a wcmcin Jot get hcf, . 
fucking cMld, iliat JJie Jhould not have com- 
pnffion on the fan of her -womb 9 Can a w^o- 
man Forget her fucking child? Is,it poflible 
a woman fhould be (o inhuman to forget 
her tender infant, and not have compafliori 
on the fon of her womb ? Yes, fays the Lord, 
they may forget them, yet 1 w^ill not forget 
ihee. Qod may as foon ceafe to be'God, 
as ceafc to be good; he may as foon ceafe to 
live, as ceafe to love ; no, no,. he canno^. for- 
get them ; did he forget Ifrael in Egypt, or 
his church in Baby Ton or Daniel in the lipus 
den ? Did he forget the three children ifi'thti 
furnace, or J^r^miah iii the dungeon, or 
Jonah in the whale's belly, or Peter in the 
prifoh? Did he forget therj)? The wicked 
iby indeed, the Lord doth forget, £zek. ix. • 
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7ke Lord hath forgotten the earth, and hf 
jfes it not, but they are much miftjaken- 
Ihere are three or four texts of fcripturc 
wl ich I {hali humbly offer to your ferious 
confide ration, that wonderfully fpeak out 
God's protefting love to his people. 

The fir|l is in Rev, vii. 2, 3. you find 
f^ere an angel h^th power given him to huit 
the earth, and the fea. Now there comrs 
another angel and cries out, Hurt not the 
earth nor thejeas, nor the trees. ♦ Why what 
is the reafon ? why in third verfe, until xot 
have Je died thcjervants of God in their fore- 
heads. Do not you pour out your judg- 
ments upon them, lentil we have fecured the 
iervants of God. Oh, how wonderfully 
doth the Lor^l proteft his people ! So again 
in Ezek, ix. certain men be fent to dejiroy 
that wicked people^ and amon^ the re(t, the 
Lord calls, ynd bids ontfet a mark upon 
them, that figh J or the abomination of the 
land, and for (he reft^ fays he, deJlroy than 
old and\oung. 

\ O I this doth wopdqrfully fet out God's 
protetling Iqveto his people. So in Ifa, 
lii. 10. the Lord bids the Prophet tell theiD, 
what fad judgmerjts fhould come upon 
. them, iipon the kings and princes, great 
men, and foldiers : * Now. fays the Lord, Say 
to the rightejouy it fhall be well with them^ 
none^qf tkisfhall come near theyn.- Oh ! how 
wonderfully doth this magnify God's pro- 
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tefiing love ! Ifa, xxvL 20. Come my peo^: 
ple^ enter into your chambers, Jhut the door^ 
a/nd hide ytiurf elves for a little moment: W hy 
fo, O Lord? \yhy? until the indignation 
be oyer paft^ Conie faith God, I arr? refolved 
to execute rny judgments on wicked men^ 
therefore hide yourfelves for a moment. 
And therefore I fay, let no mans heart fail 
him, it is but for a moment, and thy miferies 
(hall end. Beloved, when our miferies are 
at the greateft, his help is at the neareft ; 
Mans extremity rs God's opportunity ; when 
Mordecai is thoroughly hiimbled, the rqd 
Hamah ihall be hanged- .^ 

4. Chrift loves his people with a moft cor- 
dial love, he lov^s them with all his heart; 
iiay, tht^y are the dearly beloved of his fouJ, 
its nimfelf calls them, jer. xii, / have given 
tk^ dearly beloved of my foul into the kands^ of 
cf her enemies. Chrift's love to his people, is 
not a lip love from the teeth outwardly, biit 
a real love, from the heart inwardly ; Chrift 
loves his people, as his father loves hini, 
and how is tnat, can you tell? No, all 
the ^en on earth, nor angels in heaven can* 
ftot declare the love that the father bears to 
Chrift; and yet as God loves Chrift, fodoih 
Chrift love his people. You have a full text 
ibr this, they are ChriftV own words. As the 
Futher loveth me.fb love I you. Oh Sirs, how 
infinitely doth the fon love his people? Why,^ 
he loves thera as the father loves him. Oh 
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Lord, what love is this, that the Saviour 
thould love the finner, that Chrift {houi^ 
love the miferable finner ? Aadyet thus it m. 
Oh Sirs^ believers are like letters of gold en^ 
graven on the very heart of Chrift : Ok^iks 
breadthy the depths the height, the length (f 
the love of Chiifi, fays the Apoftle, itpafleth 
knowledge, as if fo he wanted words to fet 
it forth, Eph. iii. 20. The love of Chrifl which 
pqffeth knowledge. * 

As if there' were a deftcicncy in want of 

words, to fet fonh the love of Chrift. But 

certainly, it inruft be very great, for ^s th« 

father loves him, fo he loves them. .AUiSil 

others loves the faints, but tow do they love 

them ? Why, npt with a cordiaUove :; they 

do not love them for their good, hut tor their 

tgoods ; it is more for the money in thftir 

purfes, than for the grace in their hearts,; 

they love the faints as the Samaritans did 

the Jews, jufl as men do with their fun- dials, 

!never to look on them but when ^he fun 

^fhines •, why, fo the world never looks upon 

the faints, but in the time of profperity;: 

Whdn the Jews flouriflbed and were in their 

Aglory, Oh ! what great friends were thetSa- 

mariians to them ? But when the poor Jews 

were under affliSions, they had no worfe 

enerrvies than they. Why, but Chiifl's love 

is not fo, he loves thee when thou art poor, 

as well as wh,en thou art rich ; as well as 

when thou -art in thy ra^5, as when thou a*'t 
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inlhy robei; wHen thou art in adverfity, ni 
well as when th9U art in profpeHty : Chrift 
lovfcs his faints ^s \i^ethtipon a gajl(>\vs, as in 
a pala<:e ;' for whom he loves, he loves unto 
th^ ^rid,:Heb. kid:- ^r He is faithful u^hohath 
faidy I. will n'evn" leave tkee, no' forfakc thee. 
Never leave thee in aTl)^ place, nor any con- 
dition.- Oh, -fir5, what Jove is thi^ ! And 
therefore a rUfh for what the v\;orM can d.i, 
or for the world's love, 'tis like a Venice glafe , 
foon broken; it fiuiles now, aiid Koovi frowns ; 
It cries Hofarina to* d'ay, and to raorrovt^ 
crucify him : but Chrifl's love is with every 
h^art. 

5. JefuS Chrift loves his fubje61s, with a 

iove of benevotence, John, v. God fo k>ved 

the toarldi that he^ gave his only begotten Son, 

that whafoeve'r believeth in him^ Jhouti not 

perifh^;- hut havz everlajling life. And PaiiJ 

fays, He loved me, and gave himfelffor vie^ 

GaK ii. 20;* The ' Father gives the fon, and 

the foif gives himfelf; who loved me, and 

gave himfelf for nie; all that Chrill did and 

fuffered it is for me : All that Chrift hath 

.is mine. Oh foul ! Chrills love is thine to 

pity thee. Chrill's rhercy is thine to fave 

thee, Chrift's graces are thine tp beautify 

thee, and his glory is thine to crown thee. 

Chrift's power is thine to proteft* thee, thou 

feeeft. He that is fure of God's love to him, 

isfure of God's power for him : And Chrift's 

wifdom is thine to council thee, his angels 
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are thine to guard thee, his fpirit ia thine ta 
comfort thee ; and hi; word is thine tq teacl> 
thee. There are four attributes of God, 
which 2^rje of great fupport to chrillians. 

1. His Faithfulnefs. 2. His Mightinefs. 
His C^oodaefs, and 4. His Wifdom. An< 
thcreFore firs, it is your duty to live upon 
pFOmifes, while providence feems to run 
crofs to promifes ; ChriU's love to you it U 
free*love. All that Pie hath given you it is 
free, his" grace is free, his falvation is free, 
his peace is free, and himfelf is free. A 
^ram of Grace in ihe heart is better than a 
chain of gold about the neck ! Now beloved,, 
all that Chrili huh bedowed upon you, it is 
free, and therefore it is a love of benevo- 
lence. • 

6. Chrift loves his fubjefts with a Ipve of 
compaffion, fympathi^ing with them in alt 
their forrows and fufferings : Truly xhU is a 
great xrorafort indeed, in all their affliftion?, 
lays the text. He was q^ffli^ed , Ifa. Ixiii. 9, * 
So fays the Apoftle, Heb. iv. We have not 
anhigkprie/t that cannot be touched with the : 

' /eelzngs of our infirmities t Xhat is, he is an 
high priell that is touched with the infirnjL- ^ 

. ties : one that doth weep in our tears, and 
figh in our fighs ;. ami forrows and fuffers in 
our bufferings ; and therefore fays Chrift, 
Sq,%1^ Saul^ why per/ecutejl thou me P Oh 
wfeat a :fweet love is this, a love of com- 
paffion^ and fympathizing with, us in all for- 
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rows and fufferings : Chrift was , firft perfe- 
cuted by Paul in his members. Now be^^ 
loved, Jefus Ch rift loves hissfubjefts with a 
love of companion ; and therefore let thy 
fufferings be what thy will, Jefus Chrift doth 
as it were bear a (hare with thee. 

7^ Jefus Chrift loves his people with a love 
of delight and complacency, rrov. viii. 17. / 
love them that love me. The King Jhall great* 
ly delight in thy beauty ^ Pfalm, xlv. 1 x. 1 pea ic- 
ing there of Chrift, the King Jhall greatly 

. delight in thy beauty, with great delignt and 
complacency. And therefore, beloved, Chrift 
calls his church, his Love, his dove, his be- 
loved, his fair one. O how infinitely doth 
Chrift love his church ! certainly Chrift bears 
a great love to his church ; and hence it is 
you read, Chrift walks among . the golden 
candlcfii'cksi jmd hefeedeth among the lilli es^ 

' ^andhis delight is with the Jons of men. Al- 
though poor believers be ravens in the 
world's eye, yet they are doves in ChrifVs 
eye, they are very precious in his efteem, 
though they be the loathing of wicked mens 
fouls, yet they are dearly oeloved of God's 

^ foul, he delights in them. Oh how much is 
Chrift taken with them, the king fliall great- 
ly delight in them* ' 

8. Chrift loves his people with an eve rlaft? 
ing love, and endurmg love; it is a love 
that never dies, never waxeth cold : Chrift's 
love is like a fountain, over-flowing, bat 
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tiever dryed up ; whom he loved from eter- 
nity, thofe he loves to eternity, and they 
are believers. Now firs, is not this a great 
favour to be belove^ of Gpd ? John Jciii. 54 
He loved them even to the end ; not for a day^ 
or a month, or a year, not for a £lafh and 
away, but even to the end. And in Jen 
XXXI. 3. (peaking there of his loVe, it is cal* 
led an ever Lofting loVe^ I hate loved thee ^ Jays 
God, with an cverlafting lovi. 

Oh firs, this is a love that fhall bed arid 
board with thee, that (hall lie down and rife 
up with thee, that (hall go to thy death bed 
with thee, to the grave with thee, and to 
heaven with thee^ the Saints fhalt put off 
the jewel of faith, when they die, hut not 
the jewel of love, for that fhall remain with 
them to eternity ; God loves his faints with 
an everlilling love. ^ 

g. With an unjverfal love ; his love is uni- 
verfal to all the faints : Oh there is not one 
faint but Chrift infinitely loves, he loves them 
as the father loves him, he loVes poor Lazarus 
as well as rich Abraham, and defpifed Job 
as well as honourable David, he loves the 
poorefl faints as well as the richefl, he loves 
them all alike, God is no refpefler of per- 
fons. 

Oh, where is there fuch a king now as 
Chrift ? They love their nobles, their fa- 
vourites, they are their darlings ; but Chrift 
loves all his fubjedls, Cfarxll's love extends to 
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.■^ ^11 his faiirts ; his love it is Hire thfc beams of 
the fun, which reacheth all ways, eaft, weft, 
north and foiith, fodoth Chiifl:'s love. 

ia.His love it is^ correfting love ; whom 
be loveth he chaftireth, he cotrefteth every 
fon whom he receiveth. 

11. Chrift:'s love it is a^irefting love ; he- 
hath proniifed to guide and direft his people 
in the way wherein they ought to walk. Oh 
firs, pm all thefe particulars together, and^ 
Fure you rauft needs confefs that Jefus Chriil 
loves Ws fubjefts infinitely, as it was faid oE 
Lazarus when Ghrift wept for him,, they 
made "this conftruftion df it,. Oh how be 
loves him t^ 

dh firs, how ioth Ghrift love you^ who. 
are his pepple ? he loves you infinitely, even, 
teyond iheafiire, his love it pafljpth know- 
leqge. Now O firs, for the Lords fake coh- 
fider of it, and let this draw forth your love 
to him. I fliall tlie next opportunity come 
to Chew you the love of Chrift's fiibjefts to 
hiliu, ifthe'Lord give leave. 
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SERMON IIi: 

The KING 0/" KINGS. 
Cant, v. i6. He is altogether Lovely. 

THE fpoufe indeed was fick of love; 
whiift we were finners Chrift died f6r 
us, lays the Apoftle, he loved us more than 
his own life; yea> the very life of Chrift, to 
him was not too dear for us. Sojne write of 
a fowl called a Pelican, and tib«y fay ffae 
feeds her young ones with 4ier owrt blood* 
Oh Sirs, Chrift is our Pelican, th^ hath 
aourilhed atid fed tis with his own blood : 
Myflefh is meat tndetd^ and my blood is drink 
inde€d, fays Chrift, John vi. 55. Chrift*s red 
blood hatn taken away our red guilt, fcarfet, 
red finners arc by grace become mifk- white 
(isiints : All our precious mercies come fwim* 
ming to us in precioij*s blood ; Chrift bled 
love at every vein, his drops of bfood were 
drops of love, yea, the more bloody thcr 
more lovely ; he was moft lovely upon the 
crofs,. becaufe then he fliewed moft love 
to us. 

The laft day I fliewed you the great love 
which Jcfus Chrift, bears to all his fubjefts : 
And the fum of my difcourfe was this, that 
Jefus Chrift bears to all bts fubjeds with an 
cverlafting and enduring love. That whith 
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lam to (hew you, is jthis, that all Chrifl'5 
"fubjefts love him, and what kind of love it 
is. The faint s love to Chriil is vehement 
and ftrong: This will appear, if you con- 
fider to what the Scripture likens and com- 
pares the faints love. Now it is compared 
to four things. 

1. To Sicknefs. 2. To Death; 3. To 
, the Grave. 4. To Fire. To thefe things is 
believers love compared in fcripture : I Yhall 
handle them in order. . ' 

1. Sicknefs, this i& the firft comparifon 
which doth fet forth the ftrength of the be- 
lievers loye : this is fet down in two places 
. of this book of Canticles, Cant. ii. 5. Stayirie 
. with fidggons. and comfort me with apples^ 
:for lamfick of love : and in chap. v. 8- Tell 
ye him whom my foul loveth, that I am fck of 
love. She is over-rWhelmed, ftie is overcome, 
and even ravifhed with his love and beauty. 
Oh I thirft, I faint, 1 pant, I long for him. 
Oh firs, the church is very fick and ready to 
fwoon : Never was Ahab fo fick for vinyard* 
never was Sifera fo defirous of milk. Samp- 
fon for water, Rachel for a child, nor Am- 
. mon for his fitter Taraar, as broken hearted 
finners are for Chrift ; when Chrift gets into 
. the heart, he dra.ws all the afficffttons to him. 
I remember the fpeech of a gracious woman, 
- 1 have born (fays ftie) nine children, with as 
much pain as other women do, and yet I 
- could with all my heart bear them over again, 
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fo I might befure of a pa^rt in Chrift. Oh • 
how infinitely c|o believers love Chrift ! Da- , 
vid wonders at his own love, Pfalm, cxvi. 
97. Ohi how I love thy law ! he makes a 
wonder at it here, with what vehemency he 
loves God's word, Oh how I love thy law ! So 
the fpoufe here, fhe doth not only love him, 
but {he is fick of love, ready to die for love* 
Oh firs, here is a fickneis, but not unto 
death, but unto life ; it is a ficknefs that 
bringeth blefTednefs and happinefs with it ; 
a ficknefs which (hall be cured by him who 
is the great phyfician of fouls ; This is the 
tirft, fhe compares her love to ficknefs. 

2. The next thing whereby (he eicpreffeth' 
the Jftrength of her love to Chrift, it is by 
death ; this you have in Cant. viii. 16. fhe 
there tells you. Her love ^ it is as Jlrong as 
death. Beloved, you know death is ftrong, 
it is the king of terrors, arid the terror of 
kings ; it fubdues all forts of people, high 
and low, rich and poor, old and young, 
good and bad ; the greatell monarchs, kings 
and emperors are thrown by death ; where 
did ever that man dwell that was too ftrong 
for death ? If ftrength could haye^refifted it^ 
then Sampfon had mifl'ed it ; could greatnefs 
have over-looked it, Nebuchadnezzar had 
efcaped it ; could beauty ha^ve out-faced it, 
then Abfalom had never met it ; could riches 
Jiave bribed it, Dives had avoided it. But 
jilas, none of thefe gallants were hard enough 

for 
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for death, it trod upou the necks of them all S 
And therefore, O look upon death all af 
von, as a thing you muft meet with, and 
look upon your lives as a thing yqu muft 
part with : Now by this you may guefs what 
love is, it is ftrong as death f Ay, llrong ia- 
deed: O how ftrong- is death, nay, a belie- 
vers love to Chrift is not only ftrong as death, 
but ftronger than death, as fome Tcriptures 
make it appear. A believers love to Chrift 
is ftronger than death, lam perfuadtd fays 
JPaul, neither life, nor deaths principalities^ 
p(KOers, things prefent, nor things to come^ 
Jkall tvtr he able to Jeparate us from the love 
of God m Chrtji 7e/us our Li>rd, Rom. y'm^ 
two laft verics. Death though it may kifi us, 
it cannot hurt tis, though death may fend us 
to the bed of darknefs, yet it cannot fend u&.ta 
the place of torments ; tho' it take a way our 
lives, it cannot take away our loves. Bloody 
tyrants have taken away the martyrs lives 
• for Chrift, but they could never deftroy their 
love to Chrift. One of the primitive Chrif- 
tiaiis, when he came to foffer. Oh ! (faid he) 
/ /kail die for my Saviour but once : Oh I 
cimld die an hundred times for Chrifl. 

Alas! he was grieved becaufe he ftiould 
fuffer but once; and had no more lives to lay 
do^n : Oh I could die a hundred times for 
him ! Oh firs,^it is a things that out-lives all 
enemies, all perfeicutioais, dangers, nay, 
death itfelf : in Hey* xii- 1 1. fays the text 
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t/ieylowd not their lives unto death; and fa 
fays Job, though thou kill me, yet I mil trujl 
in thee ; as if he hadfaid. Oh Lord, though 
thou take away niy profperity, my greatnehr^ 
my health, my gpoas, niy children, yeai my 
jife itfelfi tHou (halt never take away my 
love ; though thou kill me, yet I viillirufl in 
thee ; Job. xiii. 15, So that love is. the con- 
querer at the laft^ 

3. Another thing whereby (he expreflieth 
the ftrerigtk of her love and ftrong affe6lioni 
to Chrid^ it is the grave, and this you havd 
in chap. yiii. 6. Heire toxie is as cruel as the 
grave. The grave, it is the bed of darknefs^ 
which is always craving, and is neyer fatis* 
lied, but devours all that comes. Chrift tells 
us in Johri iv. 14. He that drinketh of the 
water that IJhall give him^Jhall never ihirjt 
no more ; what, thirlt no nadxe ? ^o, no more 
after the world and worldly things, but more 
and more after Chrift and heaven ; Me that 
drinks of the water which I give him, Jhalt 
thirjl no mote§ no more after thefe poor low 
things, but more and more after Chriff. 

No hungry man did ever with more Ap- 
petite long for bread, nor a thirfly man long 
for water, nor a naked man for clotliies, nor 
a covetous man for richesy nor a flck man lot 
health, nor a condemned man for parcjon, 
than fouls truly gracious do for Chrifl Jefus^ 
My foul thirfleth for thee,, faith I)avid in 
Pfaf. vi. 3it My foul thirllctfi for thee, wim 
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^ividi/\ixm foul thirft for Gbd^?^ 

iVIiyj^ fie Wlls you in Pfalmi xUi. As the hart 
pakteth after the wdter-brodh^ fo doth my 
foul after thee^ God. 

Now mark, firs, the poor hart which is 
Jiiiptedby clpgs,shis nature, 'tis a» it were af! 
over on a ftame, in a burning heat, and then 
it pants and thirfts,, and is ready to die for 
water. Now fays David, as the hart panteth 
nftejr the water-brooks, fo dbth rn^ foul after 
thee J God. Oh the vehemericy here of 
David's thirft ! and therefore he tells^ you 
yle-\yhere ; Whom have lin heaven but thee^ 
and there is none Lde fire on earth, in compa^ 
rifoh ofifnee^ Pfal.xxxiii. Dp you defire none 
bpfides Gk)d ? Do you not defire your wives, 
your chiTdrcn,.yx)ur crown,!ypur. kirigdbm? 
Yes, thefe.he defired in thtir places, but 
thcfe were nothing in cpmparilon of God. 
1 remember the faying of a martyr^ to one 
^that afked him if he did not love his wife 
and children, when they wept by him ? Love 
them? y€$ (fays hej if all the world were 
goidi and mine to dilpofei of^ I wo^ld gi\^ 
it allto live with them, though it were m a 
prifon ; yet(fays he)incomparifon of Cfhrift, 
1 love them not. Oh here wa^ a fpirit now! 
^ Ob firs, we muft tread upon father, and 
run over mbthtr^ to come to Chrift ; you 
know Petrr^ to come to Chrift, would go upon 
the bare water, rather than tail, he went up- 
oa the fea to Chrift, truly it was a dang<*rous 

paflage,^ 
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^^fikge, bat.truJ)^. Pet^^r bore} up tJj^cellenjljr 
well while his f^ai^h. bore up, bm whpn hw 
faith fank, thej[i Peter begcvj[i, tQ, fii>k too. 
The world is called a fea, ir^ Daniel ^ and;th^ 
ReyelatioM, and we raufl go upon the Vater^ 
to Chrift, and be. fure to keep up faith; and 
then you will hqjd out} but if fa^h fails, 
you will be fure to Tirik. 

Oh firs, the believers love isi un(atisfied 
like the grave, none but Ch rift, none but 
dhrift, faid the martyr, and as Auftia fatds^ 
O Lord take away alU ^nlygineme thy/elf. - 
4. Love is compa-red tobre, and it bath a 
moft vehe 
beloved. 

only compared to fire, for its warming and 
'heating, but for its kindling, increafing, burQ> 
ing and flaming ; while I toas miifingj f^ys 
David, the fire bumeds PfaL x>^xix. 3. What 
fire ? AVhy the fire in his heart, not the fire 
on liis hearth. And when the Apofljes we;nt 
to preach the gofpel^ the fire.fjit upon their 
tongues, in Afts, ii. 3. 

Now belpved, as the faints loy^ is compar* 
-ed to fire in the fcriptures ; fo you (hall find 
affli6tions, perfecutions, perfecators and dan* 
gers, dnd uiofe cruel things that accompany 
the poor faints in, this world, are ipalled waters 
and floods, Dan. ix« Pfal^xlix. and GahviL 
But two fcriptures there are more than ordi- 
nary in Rev. xvii. 15-. ther« they ^re called 
waters ; The rjog.Urs whic/i, thou /moejlii^^re 
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the whoreyht, they fie people, fnultitudes,- na-^ 
tions and tongues, the {pint opens it to our 
hands: And you have another fcripture iq 
Rev, xii. 15. 'Tis faid there of the dragon. 
That he caft out much water , like a flood after 
the women. Nov, what is^ this flood here ? 
Why, this flood it is bloody perfecutions, 
and devilifli fuperftitions, * 

Now beloved, how long hath the dragon 
been faewing out this water upon the church. 
and wherefore is all this water thrown out ? 
why, it is to quench this fire that I fpeak of, 
but they cannot do it : No, alas they may 
fpew till their eyes fly put of their head, and 
to no purpofe. Cant. viii. Many waters can^ 
not auench love, neither can tM flood drown 
it: All the bloody perfecutions and affliflions 
cannot quench love ; and therefore let wicked 
men fend forth as niarty floods as they will, it 
cannot drown the faints loye. All the water 
that Saul and his party threw after David, did 
not quench this ; No, (fays he) Though I walk- 
through the valley of ihejhadow of death, yet I 
Tmllfear no ill, Pfal. xxxiii, 4. David is not 
afraid to ^o by death's door. 

And ail the water that Herod and the 
rulers threw after the. Apoftles, could never 
queyich their love. Now, you fhall find after 
tne Apoftle were whipt roundly, they went 
away rejoicing in this very thing, Taat they 
zoere accounted worthy to fuffer for 7e/us 
Chrifi; and. Heb.x. They took joyfulfy the 

Jpoiling 
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Jioiling of their ^oods. And fays Paul, in 
iRom. viii. 35. *YVKo Piallfeparateusfrom the 
love ofChriJi ; Jhall tribulation, di/lre/s, per 
fecution, or famine? &c. 

Believe it firs, all thefe be trying things, 
and yet fays he. Who fhall feparate us from 
the love o/ChriJlP No, n6, they cannot do 
it, there is nothing {hall ever be able to fepa- 
rate us from the love of Chrift ; fo that the 
believers love is not; made of fuch metal to be 
quenched with this flood, the faints are all on 
afire for Chrjft. And fo weiind that great 
flood which l^ero and Julian poured out 
upon the primitive chriftians ; what : did it 
quench the fire ? I remember one of them 
faid, Had I ten heads, they fhould all go off for 
Chri/t. And another, If every hair of my head 
toere a man^ they fhould fufftr for Chrijl. 

Alas ! the poor chriftians catched their tor* 
ments like fo many crowns ; and therefore 
ihe fcriptures tells you. That ' many waters 
fannot quenchylove^ . 

Now beloved, put thefe four things toge- 
ther^ and it is very clear, that the faints 
love to Chrift is vehement and ftrong. ; they 
will hang for him, burn for him, do any thing 
for him, fuffer the greateft torments, rather 
than he fhould Ipfe the dram of glory. 

But you will fay, why do all Chrifts fub- 
jefts love him with this love ? 

The rcafons are two. 1. Becaufe he dc* 
fcrves it ; 2. He commands it, 

^ Fir/is 
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. FirJK,C)^x\^)Athxyts our k)ve : Wliy flo 
we love him ? Why, he deferves it at our 
ha^dSj were it ten thoufand times more than 
it is. Beloved, it was lie that created us, k 
)s he that fan6li6es us, it is he that redeemed 
JUS> and lov^d UvS, it^washethat changed our 
Tiatures, and pardons oar fins, it was he that 
made oyr peace, and pacified his father's 
wr^th for us,* ^md fatisfied his fathers juftice 
for us^. and wrought everlafting righiebufiu fs 
for US:; it was he ihat bore our crofs, that 
^e: might wear his crown. He waded thro' 
a fea of fufferings to bring pardon to our 
foiils) : And 4oth not this Chrift deferve our 
love? Oh how infinitely ! And truly, firs:, 
the more Chrift hath done and fuffeied for 
His, the dearer fliould he be unto us. 

Secondly, As Chrift deferves our love^ fb 
lie conifnands it ; Chrift commatids us to k>v« 
him above life^ above wife, ^^d above rela* 
tions; Chrift will have alJ, or none at all ; 
Jefus Chrift miuft weigh heavier than all re- 
lations in the balance of our ^fie-fiions, he 
comimands us to love him above all. 
' Application, I now proceed to the applica-* 
^tion of all to qurfe Ives, which is the third 
thing in order to be handled, and I fliail 
make three ufes of it. 

1. For Confolation. 2. Examination, 3. 
Exhortation. / 

Firft of all; Is it fo that Chrift loves us with 
an everlafting and nevier-dying love ? Why 

then 
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then Here is coiiifoftfor you who are his peo- 
ple ; I fpeak only tiow to fiich ; Comfort ye, 
comfort ye mv people^ fays God,. Ifa. xli. i. 
And fays Ghrift, John, xiv. 1. Let not your 
hearts be troubled : And fays the Apoftle,. 
Rejoice evermore^ 2. Thef. v. 17. Rejoice 
evermore V Alas how can we rejoice when 
men vilify u*?, when men reproach us, abufe 
w, and periecute us, how can we rejoice ? 
But do but hark what Chrift faith Mat. v. 1 !• 
SleJ/eds ar eye. when men /halt rruik'you^ and 
perfecute you, and /peak all manner of evil 
a^a^nft you faijly^ for my name fake. Mark, 
bleffednefs g(y^% in the fiu ft place ; bleffed are 
ye when men Ihall revile and perfecute you. 
Oh firs, it is a matter of bleffednefs, and' 
therefore be not caft down l you know whac 
was fkid of old. In the world you fhall have 
tribulation^ be of good chear, I have overcome _ 
the world John, xvi. the laft verfe. O poor 
foul, this is all the hell that ever thou (hahr 
have, therefore be of good chear; here thbu 
haft thy bad things, thy good things are to 
come ; here thou haft thy bitter things, but 
thy fweet things are to come ; here thou hafii 
thy prifon, but thy palace is to come ; here 
thou haft thy cr >fs, but thy crown is to- 
come ; here thou haft thy rags, thy robes are 
to come ; here thou haft thy forrow^, thv joy 
is to come; here thou haft thy hell, tl y Hea- 
ven is to cojme ; sifter the cup of affliciioa, 
comes the cup of falvation : The fweetneft 

of 
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of the crown which . (hall be enjoyed, wHl 
make amends for the bitternefs of the crofs^ 
which may be endured. One palTmg by a 
place where a crofs lay on the ground, he 
caufed it to be reated up^ and Jound much 
riches and treafures under it : Oh l^^rs, under 
your greateft troubles lay your grcateft trea- 
iures, patience for forrow, the feed of farrow 
on earth, (hall reap a golden crop of joy in 
heaven : They that fo.w holinefs in the feed 
tinae of their lives, (hall reap happinefs ki 
the harveft of eternity. Oh firs, qever think 
to haye an end of your (brrow, till there be 
an end of your fin. The Apolfle tells us> 
Our light qMiSiions, which are but Jor a mo- 
ment^ work for us (t far more exceeding and 
eterndl weight of glory ; Alas ! what is a dram 
of reproach to a weight of glory ;^ O what is 
a fiiort moment of pain to eternity of olea- 
fures. And therefore faints, be of good cnear, 
here is comfort for you, your beS days are 
tp come; you are fubjefts who are belov- 
ed entirely; cordially, infinitely, with ah 
enduring Ipve. 

2. For the ufe of examination. Is it T6 
that the faints love to Chrill is vehement and 
firong ? Why then I befeech you examine 
and try, and (earch yourfelves^ now do your 
pulfes beat after Chrift ? Oh that you would 
out examine yourfelves, that you may know 
whofe you are while you live, whether you 
fhall go when you die, and what will become 

of 
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of yod to eternity. O firs, are you fick of 
Jove ? that was the firft. Do you love Chrift ? 
Are you fick of love to Cnrift ? For the 
Loras fake; firs, examine and try^ and fee 
whether you be fick of love to Chrift ; it is to 
be feared, there are but few in the world fick 
of this difeafe ; many are fick for honours, 
that are but rattles to ftill meiiV ambition ; 
many ate fick for gold and filver, which is biit 
a little fbining dirt; many are fick for blood, 
who eat up the Lord's people like bread ; 
God will lay on thetri the hand of vengeance^ * 
who lay on his faints the hand of violence; 
many are fick for fuperftition, and the hu- 
mane traditions of men, which infieiad oF 
bringing their fouls to heaven^ will beguilci 
them of heaven ; many are fick of their fuf- 
ferings ; alas, who needs fear the crofs,tthat 
is fure of the crown ? But O how few arei 
there that are fick of love to Chrift ? Hovsr 
many are there in this congregation, that 
are uck of love to Chrift ? For the Lords 
fake do not deceive yourfelves, you fee the! 
fpoufe was ready to fivoOn, f^hit and die 
for Chrift. 

2dlyy Her 4ove was as ftroh^ as deaths 
nay, ftronget than death ; is your loVe £6 P 
O foul, canft thou endure a pnfon foi- Chrift, 
burning for Chrift, hanging for Chrift, for- 
faking all for Chrift ? Wilt thoU venture on 
the waves for Chrift, as Peter did ? O firs, 
for the Lords fake look to yourfelves, there 
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are many who profefs love to Chrift in word) 
but raofe that deny him in their works, God 
was never more in mens mouths, and never? 
lefs in mens lives. Beloved, is your love 
lil<e the grave, never fatisfied ? Doit thou 
cry out more for Chrift, Oh give me Chritt,. 
and take the world who will ? Is this flame 
in your fouls ? For the Lords fake try your- 
felves, deal cordially with your poor fouls. 

Now Beloved, 1 have given*you a^tafte of 
true fincere love, and blefled are they whd 
cafl: their love into the fweet bofora of their 
maker. 

8. I (hall now clofe all with a word of exa- 
mination. Well, firs, if I fhould preach here 
till to-morrow morning^, what can I fay more 
to make you love Chrift ; He is inojl lovely ; 
he. is altogether lovely;- therjefore love Chrift,- 
loveChnft; All caufes of love, ar^ in him,, 
there niay be particular caufes of love in 
men and angels, but I (ay, all caufes of love 
are in Chrift: Oh firs, love Chrift, for if 
you do not, there is a dreadful cur fe pro- 
nounced againll you :. There is.no heaven,, 
no happinefs, no crown, without Chrift ; for 
in him doth ^all fullnefs dwelU- and all the 
treafures of wifdom and knowledge arc in. 
Chrift, and the father gives forth all his lov- 
ing kindnefs through (jhr ift. Beloved, is it 
, not' better fwimmmg in the water- works of 
repentance, than burning in the fire-works 
of vengeance ? One of them you muft : 

There*s 
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There's no. coming to the fair heaven oT 
glory, without faihng ^through tlie norrow 
Krait of repentance : And therefore fay what 
you will, unlefs you believe in your Saviour^ 
your fouls will be mifer able for ever; and 
therefore confider of what I have faid, and 
the Lord give you . underltanding in all 
things. Love Chrift more than ever, more 
than all, and above all, and then you (halt 
be happy for evermore. 



'I ittm >■»»— »«»»— ■»^.'»^»i 



SERMON IV. : 

The KING oA KINGS. 
Cant. v. i6. He is altogether Lovely. 

4 

CAri/i is a King, Prieji and Prophet ; a kiw^ 
for government and rule, a Priefi for facri- 
fee and intercefjiony a Prophet for preach- 
ing and revealing theftcjets of his father si 
bq/bm. , 

BELOVED, you know how far we 'pro- 
ceeded the la It Lord's day. I firiilhed 
the fixth particular, wherein Jefus Chrifl the 
King, of Kings, doth furmount and excel aH 
other kings, and it was that Jefus Chrilt loves 
ail his fubjefls, and all his fabjefts love him: 
And I fhewed you the wonderful love of 
Chrifl to his fubjefts, and his fubjefts love to 
him in many particulars, I now proceed to 

other 
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Other particulars, wherein Chrift excels all 
the kings pf the earth. • ^ 

jthly,^ Jefus Chrift makes all his fub- 
jetls, his rubjefts do not make hiijjf : By him 
were all things created that are in heaven, and 
thajt are in th^ earths -Co\. iv. i6. by him, 
by whom? By Jefus Chrift, by Chrift were 
all things created. He was in thexoQrld, and 
the world was made by him, and the world knew 
him not, John^ i. 16. fo in the third verfe. 
All things were made by him, and without him^ 
V^s nothing made. There was not any thing 
made, without Chrift^, and ail things were 
made by Chrift. Now, firs, there is no king 
in the world, butfirft, either God from hea- 
ven did telj the people that he would have 
fuch a one to be Kir^g, or he was made by 
the people at firft ; pray mark, their office 1$ 
indeed venerable : What is the flefii of one 
man, more than another? And therefore 
Diogenes, told Alexander the Great, " There 
^^ was no difference in the grave, between 
^* the bones of his father Philip, and the* 
^^ bones of the meaneft ones :" So that the 
kingly power was by the people at firft; that 
is, men agreed amongft themrelves, that fuch 
an one ftjould be king over them. 

Beloved, if earthly kings could give beings 
t9 their fubjefts,^! confefs their right over 
them would be very mu^h ; but indeed their 
fubjeds in a fenfe do give being to them ; the 
fubje£ls are pot made for the king, but the 

king 
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king for the fobJcSis $ A kingdom i$ not naade 
for the kiRgi &ut the kiog tor the kinrgdom ; 
but novr Jelus Chriil he creates his fuhje£h^ 
raake^ his fubje^ls ; «n4 gives being to his 
rubje£ls. In him we Live, movef (tnd have our 
being, Afts, xvii. 28. Our king gives u^ our 
being ; he ^ives us a three-fold being : Our 
firfl: being in the ftate ol nature^ our fecon'd 
being in the ftate of grace, and our third be- 
ing iri the ftate of glory. This is the feventh ^ 
thing wherein Jefus Chrift excels all other 
kings, he makes his fubje6ls, which none 
^Ifecando. 

Sthly, Chrift is the richeft of all kings: 
Oh firs, he is rich in love, he is rich in know- 
ledge, "rich in goods, rich in wifdom, rich in 
grace, rich in glory^ he is as rich as the fa* 
ther himfelf ; the riches of the deity are in 
him, in him dwells the fuUnefs of the God-head 
bodily. Col. ii. g. Mark, firs, in him the ?c 
dwells a fuJlnefs : Of what? Why of the 
God-head ; and not only fo, but it dwells in 
hin^ bodily : Alas, firs, what are the Princes 
fingle crowns, or the Popes tripplc crowns, 
to Chrifts many crowns ; Chrift hath not one, 
or two, or three crowns, but many crowns 
upon his head, Rev. xix. 1 2. His eyes were 
as aflame of fire, and on kis head were many 
(rowns ; Chrift is richer than all the kings in 
the world, for he is heir of all things, Heb. 
\. 2. He is the^great heir of heaven and earth. 

'Jf he Spanifh Ambaflador, coming to fee 
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•the Trcafufy of St. Mark at Venice, wliich 
was fo much cried up through the world for 

.a famous Treafury; he fell a groping of 
it, to find whether it had any bottom, and 
being alked the reafon of it, fays he, " My 
'* great Matter's T^eafiiry differs from yours 
'^ in this, his hath no bottom, as I find yours 
hath," (alluding to the mines of the Indies) 
But alas! what is the proud Spaniards Trea- 
fure to Chrift's Treafure, and what are his . 
mines to Chrifts mines ? What are all the 

jewels, diamonds^ crowns aud fcepters of all 
the kings of the earth to Chrift ? '1 he whole 

iTurkifh empire, fays Luther, is but a cruft 
that God throws to dogs, which is a great 
part of the woi:ld indeed ; but it is no more 

-than aborieor cruft, which God throws to 
dogs. O firp, Chrift's riches are fo many 
they cannot be numbered, they are fo pre- 
cious they cannot be valued, fo great they 
cannot be meafured : Oh, the infinite riches 
of our king: Chriil is a mine of gold, ia 
which we muftdig till we find heaven. j 

9. Chrift excels all other kings in this too, 
he is a king whofe power is abfolute over all 
nations, people, kindreds and tongues. Now 
beloved, though earthly kings have a great, 
power, yet not an abfolute power to do what 

..they lift. And' certainly no fubjefis are 
bound fo far to the humours of men, tha\ 
they fliall do what they lift ; there is no abfo- 
lute power that one man hath over another : 

But 
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But now the power of Chrift it is an abfolute 
power^ his will is a law ; no^mans will in the 
world is fufficient to be a law. but the will of 
our King, is fufficient^ 

10. Jefus Chrift is a King who rules over 
the fouls and confciences of men, over the 
wills and hearts of men; other kings may • 
rule over the eflates of men, and the bodies 
of men, but not over their confciences : Now 
this is Ch rifts glory, which he will give to no 
other ;. Chrift by his power is able to fubdue 
the wills- of men, and the hearts of men^ 
though never fo flubborn and ftout before.. 
All the power in the world cannot do this ; 
if all the Kings and Princes, and Emperors 
in the world were put together^ they were 
not able to fubdue the heart ot one poor 
man ; they may beat, afflift and torment hi&^ 
body ; but as for his hearty I fay all the 
Kings and Potentates in the worlds nay, all 
the angels in heaven cannot fubdue the heart 
of a poor finner ; and this is the glorly oF 
Chrift that he can do .this. Heart- work is 
Gods work , the great hea:%naaker muft be 
the great hearl-breakeg; ; nonft can do ifc 
but he. ,^,>^. 

11. Chrift is a king that hath no need of 
any inftruments ; he makes ufe of them fome- 
times, but he needs not any. Alas, lirs^ 
whaf can the kings of the earth do without 
inftruments? how can they govern their 
kingdoms, without inftruments ? they muft 

I have 
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have this infirument here, and the other 
there ; or elfe farewel crown and kingdom 
quickly. But Jefus Chrift hath no need of 
any, he can do any thing by his own power ; 
by himfelf he deftroyed Pharaoh and his 
boft in the red fea, Exod. Xiv. By hirofelf 
he overthrew Jericho the great city, Jofh* vi. 
By himfelf he fmote that great army of a 
thoufand thoufand mert, the greateft army 
that ever we read of, 2.^ Ghron. xiv. 6. By 
himfetf he overthrew Amntion, Moab, and 
mount Seir, who wared againft Judah ; this 
now he did by himfelf. 

2rf/y, See what he hath done by weak 
means : By weak mean^ he fmote the Kings 
about Sodom^ even by Abraham and hi^ 
j>oor,family, Gen. xiv. By weak means he 
Overthrew that mighty army of the Midia-^ 
nites, by Gideon's three hundred^ Judg, vii. 
'l^y weak means he deftroyed great Goliah 
even by David the ftrippling ; and great Si- 
^t^j by a woman. By weak means he de- 
ftroyed a garrifon of the Philiftines, even by 
Jonathan and his armour bearer, r. Sam. 
i. 14. Now this he did by weak means^ and 
inuch more. 

^dly. See what he did contrary to meaifis ; 
why contrary to nreaxxs, he delivered the 
three children from burning, being in the 
fire, Dan. Hi. Contrary to means, he deliver* 
ed Jonas from* drowning, b^ing in the fea. 
Contrary to means he prelcrved Daniel from 
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being devoured in a ^en of lions. Contrary 
to means he kept the Ifraelites from beinj 
drowned, in the red fea. I fay, this hq dic_ 
contrary to means. And I might fhew you 
what he hath done by contrary means, but I 
pafs that; fo that you fee oui^King hath no 
need of inftruments, and therein he wonder- 
fully excels all others. 

12. Chrift is a King who will overcome 
and fubdue all our enemis ; all our enemies 
within us, and all our enemies without us^ 
our King will fubdue them all. 

Our enemies are very many, and very 
mighty, high in power, and high in pride, 
and we are very weak ; we may all (peak in 
Davids words, 2 Sam. iii. (fays he) lam this 
day weak^ though anointeiT King ; How ? 
David, weak to-day, and yet made a king 
to-day ? Yes, (fays he) Thefons of Zerviah, 
are too hard, for rae. 

Why, believers, you are all kings in a 
fpiritual fenfe, you at^ kings elefted,. kings 
in difguife; but yet poor hearts, you are 
weak, though you are kin|^leaed, the fons 
of Zerviah are too hard for youu 

Why but firs, Jefus Chrift is king of kings, 
kmg above all kings, and over all kings, and 
h£ myfl reign till he hath put all his enemies 
urider his feet. 1. Cor. xv. 25. Mark, he muff 
reign, he muft of necefllty ; God hath fpokeii 
it, till he hath put all his enemies under hi$ 
feet ; not only fome, but all. Oh this is 

* good 
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good news to faints, excellent news, wftat 
ki^g cafi do this, butChr\flr?* What king caa 
p;at aU his enemies uqder his feet ? What 
earthly king can fubdue all his enemies ? 
Ahs^ they cannot fubdue their own, for the 
moll flourifhing kings that we read of^ have 
M\ before their enemies for want of ftrength; 
Kichard* 111. cried out io his diflrefs,^ — •* A 
** kingdom for a horfe, a kingdom for a 
*^ horfe !" and yet all this coufd not fa,ve 
bis life. 

Aksf alas f the moft flbari&iing kings 
have been fo far from fubdtiing their fbbjefts 
enemies, that they cannot fubotie their oyn : 
But Jefus Chritf, can fubdue all his enemii^s ; 
He hath alipoxjttr. in heaven and, earth given; 
to him, Mat. xxviii. So that if he fpeaks 
the word, all his enemies are Qverthrown^ 
6ven in a moment. 

13. (thrift furmonnts all other Kings in 
this? He is a king that gives his. fubje6i;$ tj^e 
rkhcft and beft gifts, of any othe^ kinj^ what- 
focver, John, x. 128. Myjkeep (fayshe>^^^^r 
Ttey voice, find they know 'me, and the^ jollow 
jtCe, arid I give pnem eternal' lift^ - 

The wife God, that he may. invite ap<} 
eiiicourage poor fouls to holinels of life, fets 
{before their eyes the re^on^pencc of reward ; 
^at if the eqpity of his precepts do tipt pre* 
vail, the excefteoey of his prpn^ifes may, he 
would fain catch men, with a goldpn b^it. 
^^ Abraham's fervant gave jcwek or filvcr. 
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and jewels of gold to Rebecc^i., that he mjglrt 
win her heart over to Ifadc, Gen. xxiv* 
. O! the jewels, the excellent jewels that 
Chrift gives to poor fouls, to win their hearts 
iinto him ; Chrid gives iis richly all things 
to enjoy ; what can we defire more ? i Tim. 
vi. 17. Alas! the men of the earth give 
but poorly and penurioufly, but Chrift gives 
richly]^ Chrift gives freely, Chrift ^ives fre- 
quently every day, ^very hoar, he' fcatters 
Jewels to poor iouls. The great King of 
Pruffia gave his Courtiers, to one a golden, 
cup, to the other a kifs^ and he that had 
the cup, complained to the King, that bis 
fellows kifs was better than his golden cup. 

O firs, Chrift doih not put us oft with ^ 
cup of g6ld, but gives us the kifs ^ he gives 
the belt gifts to nis beft beloved ones, he 
^ives his beft love, his beft joy, his beft peace, 
bis bell naercies. O where is there a King 
like this King? Al?s j earthly Kings may 
give great titles, pra place in thp court, and 
the liJe; they may give a title to-day, aod 
a halter to-morr®w^ 4$ in the cafe of Hatiian ; 
he may Imile to-dav, and frown to-morrow ^ 
kifs to-day and Icili to-morrow; but Chrift 
doth not 10, he gives the b^ft of every thing, 
the beft of l^is love, his bell bloody not the 
blood oiFhis fingers, but the blood of his 
heart. 

Oh firs,. k)w far doth Chrift excel all 
i)thers, in giving to his fubjeQs the beft gifts ! 

.Oh firs. 
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*Oh firs, what a ffift i§ heaven, what a gift U 
pardon of fin ! nerein the Lord JeCfls in- 
finitely excels all others. 

14. In the laft pFace, Chrift makes all his 
fubjefts free ; there are fome things that 
Chrift frees us frqm, and fome things that he 
makes us free of;, fome things he frees us 
from, and what is that ? Why that which if 
we were not freed from, would undo us to 
all eternity. 

Firft, He frees us from the .curfe, the 
curfed curfe^^ if Chrift had not freed us 
from the curfe, we had Jived curfedly, afid 
died curfedly, and been damned for ever ; 
but Jefus Cnrift hath freed us. Gal. iii. Stand 
fqft, (fays Paul) in the liberty wherewitk 
Chrift hath made you fr ee ; and in John, viii. 
If the fon make you jfree^ then you are free 
tiideedm 

Again, he frees us from the guilt of fin ; 
our pri^e would damn us, our covetoufnefe 
would damn us, our unbelief would^ damn 
ns, had not he freed us from the guilt of 
fin ; but Chrift frees his people from this.— ^ 
He hath freed us from the power of the 
devil, in fomtich that he hath nothing. to do 
with us, Afts, xxvi. and he frees us from 
the flames ofheLU the torments of hell, froin 
the pit of hell ; Chrift hath cqt off" the intail 
of hell and damnation, 1 Thef. i* He hath 
freed us from the wrath to come, that is, 
Chrift hath freed us from the flames of helU 

Chrift 
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Chrift hath freed us from flavery, from bpn- 

dage, from the yoak, in Gal, lii. i. Stand 

fajl in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 

you free J and be not again intangled- in the 

yoak of bondage. We are no more fir angers 

and JoreignerSi but fellow-citizens with ths 

faints, and of the houfhold of God, Ephef. 

ii, 9. And Chrift tells us himfelf, in -Mat. xi. 

the laft verfe. My yoak is eqfy, and my burden 

, is light ; here we have burden upon burden, 

yoak upon yoak ; but fays Chrift, My yoak 

is eafy, and my burden is light. Chrift hath 

delivered us from flavery y we are not under 

the law 9 but under grace. Thefe things we 

are freed from. 

And there are other things, we are made 
free' of, and that is heaven: We are all 
made free men and women of the new Jeru- 
fal^m, and we may trade, and have as good 
a right thete as any other faints ; we ai;e fel- 
low citizens with the faints,, free-men of 
heaven, not only of heaven, but of all 
promifes, and priviledges that the faints 
enjoy. Now, is not this a w.oqderful raercv 
that our King. hath done for us? he hath 
freed us from all thofe mjferies which would 
ruin us for ever, and made us free of all the 
excellent priviledges whatfoever, which poor 
fouls enjoy. Now, Oh ! how far doth Chrift: 
excel all other Kings! the rulers, of the 
earth, may perhaps lay heavy burdens upon 
the eftates and bodies of men ; but Chrift lays 

n« 
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no futh bardftns upon us ; no, Chrift hadi 
tcizdt us frfe* u|>oh tlie erofs, he bought it 
^ear enough, k coft him his bcft blood, his 
noble blood, 1 might name more particd- 
lars^ wherein Chritt excels all other Kings, 
•but I thiak thofe are very fiifficieht to de- 
motiftrate it. 

1. life. I ftiall clofe up this head^ with a 
word of application, and fo fliall finifli this 
fecond title. King of Kings. 

1. Is it fo that Chrift is a three-fold king, 
as I have {hewed you, and he is a king that 
doth far furmoiuiit all the kings of the earth ? 
.O! then however the world goes, here is a 
comfort for faints, that they have fuch a 
king. 0\ what a mercy and comfort is 
this to the Lords people, that Chrift is a 
.King above all kings, apd muft reign, tiil 
he hath put all his enemies under his feet f aM 

, ..his enemies muft be brought down^ ,and 
made his foot-ftooL Now this ifhould com- 
fort the people of God, apd teach them to 
wait ChruVs leifure, and let him alone ; fome 
earthly kings would do great matters, but 
they want power; Chrift Wants no power^ 
for allpoxjur is given him in heaven and 
<earth. Now, firs, did you really b^lievt 
this, that all power is given to Chrift, cer- 
taitily it would bt a cordial to revive you 
in the worft of times, and faddeft of trials. 
He who is our Saviour, ,our h^ ad, our bro- 

^ ilhcr, our friend^ is King of Kings. Oh firs^ 

this 
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this doSrino of Chrift's ^powcr, is, n very 
fweet doElrme to the members, of Cl^ixifl;, i^r^ii 
I befeech you let thefe CQ^fider^j^i^Sj y^hiql:! 
I have laid before yo.u^ bear up^your fpidts* 

Ihave (hewed yqu^ y^ik whsit an eijjurc, 
k>Vje Chrift loves his fu.bje£ks ; he is /bW of 
kingSt and can do any thing, without inftru- 
ments, he needeth none to help hir». to do 
his wof k ; He can, (if he pleafeth) enable 
the moft defpicab^le cregitures, as flies^ fro^s^ 
eaterpillers and^^ralhopers t;o do his work : 
Therefore let thefe confiderations^ ta;k)5 the. 
irtiprpffioa upoa youi; fouls. If a. man (hould 
tell you, that yoiir brother or filler beyond 
the leas, were advanced to great honour,, 
as Jpfeph, vfhea he heard, his ^a.thcr was, 
alive, ^* Gp>V(f^y? Jie);an4 tell my father of 
** all my glory and greatnefs in Egypt^ hell 
^ rejoice at it." Now \ h^^Ve told, ypu ^ re- 
lation of the excellency of ChfiftVp.ower^. 
and thprefpi:e- let, this qiiiet your fpiritis : Be; 
J^ill, fays the Lord, 4nd know that lam^ocipf 
Pfal. klvi. 'Tts erioiiffh for you to know 
ihat \ am Qod,^ ihere^re ^e ftUJ^^ cpnlidf^r 
what I aip.. \ * 

Siecondly^by way of exhortation* I.hav«^' 
Pnc word to lay to thp faints,, and another 
to the linners.. 

1 Firft to faints. Jf it be fo that Chril]t i^ 
¥^g of lyings,, hingahve all: kings, and aver 
idf. %ings,i Crti then who are the peopje of/ 
Giod, ^pu who arie near s^nd: dea^ to, him« 

upoa 
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Upon whom, and in whom Chrift Is formed^ 
O ! that you would give all ^lory^^ praife and 
honour to Chrift; fiudy to advance his fame. 
He hath .called us oiii of darknejs, into his 
• marvellous lighty faith the Apoftle, to fhev) 
Jortk his pr'ai/e. O firs, this (hould be'our 
great endeavour ! O that you, :who pretend 
friendftiip ahd love to Chrift, would endea- 
vour io your places to advaniie Chrift ! 

' 2. A word or two, to fuch a5 are none of 
the fubjefls of Chrift. Let me e>chort you to 
believe in Chrift, embrace him, receive him, 
to lay hold upon him, to be one with him ; 
or clle thou wilt one day cry out as that 
King did in diftrefs, — ^^" O! a kingdom for a 
*« horfe," a kingdom for Chrift. Oh thou 
wouldft give ten thoufand worlds if thou 
hadft them to give, fojr a part in Chrift. 

Alas ! jfinner, what fs me reafon that Chrift 
is no rhore in thy efteen^.? Thou wilt part 
with Chrift, rather than'p^rt with thy fwear- 
ing, drunkennefs and filtHinefs,<: O! this is 
fad. There is no other name under heaven 
whereby we can be faved ;' he'is the dejire of 
all nations^ and we can never be happy 
without him. And therefore for the Lord's 
fake, firs, as you love yoiir fbiils, lay hold 
upon, him, that he may he the Sayjour of 
your fouls, the joy of your hearts, and your 
all in all. For the Lord's lake, confider of 
it, you that do yet ftand out againft Chrift. 
Oh, that I coula.but teiiipt you* into Chrift t 
Kfls^'*' Oh, 
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Oh, that I could prevail with yoii to love 
Chrift, and tb have ftrong defircs after him, 
Alas! firs, if you do not believe and part 
with all your iniquities, you muft part with 
Ghrift at laft ! and what a fad parting will 
that be; to part with God, Ghrift and hea* 
ved, when thou ftialk conie to kriow what 
thou haft loft, by hugtf ng thy darling cor- 
ruptions ? O what a fact condition will it be ! 
and therefore; 1 befeech ydu think of it in 
time, and believe in your Saviour, that your 
fouls may ht fa ved in the day of Chrift. 
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S E R M d N V. 

The MIGHtY GOD. 

CJant. v. i6. tie is altogether Lovely. 

boSrine, Je/iis Chrift is Infiaitify and Stl* 

ferlati'Oefy Lovely. 

• ... • , 

I FINISHED the.fecond tidci which i^ 
given to Ghrift in fctipture,,^w^(^^^»?•^• 
I now ptdceed to a third, that is, ^ligrhty 
God: One of Chrifl's titles Is, The Mighty 
God. You iiave it in tfa. xix* 6. he i$ therms 
called. The Mighty God. 
, BeloVedi I have fhewed you from the 
fecond title. That Chrijl is a great king, a 
king above all kings y a king over all' kiHgs^ 
and tM ^irrg of ktng^f and that his laws are 
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rmjk eipml^ his fuhjeBs moji hdppy^ hamng no 
other tax, hid an them than k^p. and fear. 
But rdwthi?^ title hcildeth him forth, not only 
aa a great king ^hnt as a great God, before 
zbham all kings and kingdopus ar^e but as dltt- 
tie.drc^, ofsafmail dvfi, Ifa; xl. From this 
tile, Tke^ Mighty God^ I fhall lay down this 
prrpofition, That J^^ Ckrift ex a true and 
p£rJ\B God. ' . 

Ihat Jifus Chrijl is^true andp&lftB\G\>d,. 
that is:tfic point which 1- ftialJ irifift Upon« 

Thtre:a.retwofortS;ofiptople intbcworld,. 
thaL Hj£ji^. ray doflrinei and the Deity o£ 
Jelus CHrill, who fay the (econd perfon in 
the Trinity, i&^iot G^di 
X 1. The unbelieving Jews. PfChrifthad 
come as the' Jfews dreamed] as ai great Mo- 
narchy treadiiig upon aothing but crowns 
and fceptets, and the necks of kitigs,, with- 
al! the Poteirtates of the earth tp attet>d^ his 
train, Ifay, h^d thrift come in this worldly 
glory, pomp and power,' then it may be the 

Jews woiild have b*}lev^d on Kiai, it may 
e then be fliouW b«^vfe* been- their God 
Ifttit ntow*, bdoved^- beeaiifiB' Cififia cattie 
poorlj^ and meanly', -^nrfwta^f^^AV^^i^ ef no 
reputation, and took up&n hir^tfUfe of a 
fervant, as the fcripturc ftitb, ^Phib ii. 7. 
He topk TK>*ie;of this gall&^ritry nor BiAvery 
upon Him, but madthimjelfofnor^^ 
and therefore the Je wis flighted arfgdifown- 

cd himi ThfeTutk« m:^k us attfeis^dayv 

' ' ' with 
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with oair crucified /God; to>d fome bT'lhe 
Heatherrs ^faid,T--":They -w^orald nm^believfe 
^' in a'hanged'G^d-r O^Weffed ^^fus, thifs 
art thou rq^roBched and defpjied by the uri- 
believiiig world, bdcaufe thou^ame poorly, 
and /died ftiamefuHv for our .iins. - Tk^'^dho 
defpife 1^ de/itk ^/hhe:hmby flhaU/hrely ied 
the xordth 6fthelamh\ - They who turn away 
their ears jrom heaving Ckrift[s toice -now, 
ChriR will turn ^a'wayhvs^ears from hearing 
their cries then. 

2. There are ethers who deny the D^^it^r 
of Ch rift, and lome feditious people iA this 
nation, .who fay that Chfilt is bui itt'eMn^n, 
and that every faint is as much God as. 
Chrift : And further^ they (ay, fhit to equ^ 
Chiill with God is .high Wafpheixly.- They 
that will not own Ck'^iM at hisjirA coining, ke. 
zuill not-otDn them at hisfe^ond coming ^ they 
that will not obey the truth of God revealed 
from heaven unto theM^ jkaWfuffer dhe wrath 
of God revealed from heaven dgain^ them. 

Oh ! ye blafphemet^, ye fay, the foh i;S hot 
God, the father taith, hie is God; how whd 
fpeaks true, God or you-? Let God beirue^ 
and ever^'maii a liar* • 

That It is fo, I fhall give you moft cleat 
prdof^j^exprefsfcripture^ fpeak it forth, that 
Jefus Ghrift is true and perfeft Gpdj Tit; iu 
13: fays the Apoftle there, Ldoking for thi 
^Ujffed hope^ and glorious appear cirhce of ik^ 
ireat'Qoi\ ,Mailk,/Chrift> is Itere- nbi only 

called 
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called God, but great God. O ! faints, he 
that came from heaven to make us righteous, 
will alfo come from heave'h to make us glo- 
rious : l,ookingfor the blejfed f^pe, andghri- 
ous appearance of Je/us Chrijt. Not only fo, 
•but tnrift is called mighty God, Ifa- vi. 9. 
Wonderful counfcUoT^ the mighty Gon. Nay, 
not only mighty God, but again, Chrift is 
God bUJfedfor ever, Rom. ix. 5. Not only 
God bleffed for ever, but the true God, 
John, V. 20. Jefus Chrift is here called the 
true God. Not only the true God, but a 
God Jor ever and ever, Heb. i. 8. Mark 
hqre, unto the Son he faid. Thy throne is 
for ever and ever. The father he calls the 
fbn God himfelf, and therefore well may we : 
Unto the Son he faid/ Thy throne God is 
for ever and ever. Thus you fee the doftrine 
fully proved, that Jefus Ghrift is true and 
perfeci God* 

But, beloved, becaufe the deity of Chrift 
is fo n uch questioned at this day, and this 
being one of the ferious and chiefeft points 
pfdivifiityj therefore I ihall give you fome 
confideration?, dempnOrations or arguments, 
to fortify you againft this great error before- 
motioned. 

J^irft, That> Jefus Chrift is true and perfefl 
Qpd, he is for time co-eternal, for nature 
co-effential, for dignity co-equal with the 
father. ^,.^ 

> 1, For time cO'C^crnal, John, xvii. 5. O A 

Fkther 
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Father glorify thou me with thy/elf, with that 

glory which I had with thee Before. the world 
was : You fee here,^ firs, Chrift was before 
the world was, Chrift was from everlafling^ 

from the beginnings Prov. viii, 23. fpeaking 
conceroing Chrift, I was fet from everlajlings 

from the beginnings before even the earth was. 
And thei efore Chrift is called the Everlafl^ 
ing Father,li^. ix.6. So in Rev. i. 8. Chrift 
t^here fpeaking of himfelf, fays he, I am 
Alpha and Omega, the > beginning and the- 
ending, which was, which is, and is to come--^ 
the Almighty. Mark, firs, Chrift is the fame 
before time, in time, and after tinie ; which 
was, and is, and is to come. Now, b<*loved, 
pone can be eternal but God, but Chrift is 
eternal, and therefore he is God, and co* 
eternal with his Father. 

2. He is for nature co-eflential ; I and my 
Father are one, faith Chrift, John^ x. 30. 
So again, 1 John, v. 7. There are three 
bear record in heaven^ the Father, wofd, and 

fpirit, thefe three are one. Mark, here they 
are one, John, xiv. 8. When Philip defir- 
ed to lee the father. Shew us the father^ 
and it is enough ; fays Chrift in the 9th and 
10th verfes. He that^hathfeen me^ hathfcen 
the Father : How fo.? For I am tn the Fa* 
ther, and the Father in me. So that you fee 
Chriil is more than mere man, he is one 
with the Father. Oh firs, he is the Thean- 
thropo.^, thd God^man ; if you make the 
" • Son 
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^fp too, 

3. Hejis for d%nitv coTegualwkh the Fa^ 
thcr; PhiJJ. ii. ^- J^<? hejifig in the farm af 
GpB\ thou^ttt'Tif rafkeryta bt tqwal with 
hzs F/dJi^r* Chxift thought it 510 diminimon 
of his -F^th^fs ■glory, io :be\;eq<ual idth his 
JFather in giory..* A|id;you &all fwriher find^ 
t^iatfill the honour which hetengs to Cod 
thie Father, the Fattier hath x:om:manded us 
,to give to^the Son/ Y<>u have .a fuO text 
in John, Yr ^23. 7 -hat uU men Jhoukd honour 
Ihc San^ evm as €hrifl honoureth the father^ 
f or Jie thi^t* honoureth not the Son^, ho^ 
noureth not the Fadher. Therefore it is 
^cleaic to «v?ry eye, that Chrift is .for dignity 
fbr equal with the Father: For ihe Father 
hath commanded us.togive ihe fame honour 
<o Chrift Mfhich is"! due to him ;. ib that it is 
pQ blafoheiny at all, 10 , equal Chrift with 
iGod, lor ^in him the riches of the deity,* 
•and tkefulnefs of the god-head dwelU hodily 
in fum^ as you nia.y^ fee, Col. ii, 9. Xhis 
is the firft argument ; ;he is fqrtiifte. co-eter- 
nal, for nature CO effentiftl, for.ilignity co^ 
cq^^al Vith fhef, father. 

Secondly, I ftiall lay down this argument 
to prove the deity of Jefus Clmft ; confideT 
the workrpf creation; furely he that made , 
he.avcnand e^rth, nauft nteeds fee. a God, 
.you will yield US th^s^ for fays the Lord him* 
leif, (dtjJie-Qc^ni tfyat ha^i^tiDt.maidkeaveu 
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imd'eankJhaUptnjhf'TtynL the emtH, wn^fr'om 
tttidtr heaveny Jen x. 1 1. But now, bdbv* 
ed, Jefiis Chri(t made' the heavens bnd thef^ 
earth; artd^H thing,^ therera, and €herefol-ef 
he is Gk)d: See a few fcripttirfcSs* fdt tfii« 
JohT>, it 3^ All tMngs v)efe made ^ hitUi 
Mark, this i* by Chrift. Ail tkivgs^ tU€*rS 
made by hirUt arid without hifii tbas^ nothifiig' 
made that vms made^ CoK u iS. By hiritf 
were all things created in htOveH afid earthi 
mfible and invifible'^ alt things- were made by 
hiTfi and firr liifiii So^* agafrf^^ JcrfiUi il' Vo} 
He was in the world; afid the world^ai mi^^dif 
^ hirh, , amid ike- wot Id knew him nbt. Nbw^ 
beloved, had Ghriil been lefs thati^dod, h6 
£oald not'havve maejeheavetl^atjid' earth; arid 
therefore he is a Gdd df gloiy; th€ great 
God that now fits upoa the throve v for- he 
created the heavens^ and the' earthy- and all 
things therein; 

^lyi That Chrift is a true^ and^ perffe?! 
God,, appears if you confider the works- ami 
miracles, which he did in the- di^ys of his 
ftefli; here is another uriirnfwerable ara^tt^ 
itttent to prove the gdd-headof Jefus Ghnft t 
The rvinds and the /eas- abey ' him^ the- debii' 
came oUt of the pdjjeffedy the bltnd received, 
their Jight, the lame walked^ the deaf htdrdy 
ihe^dumh ff)ake^ lepers were dedrifed^ the dead; 
^sakTe raifedi and the fiek were healed. Oh> 
/Whb could do thisbiit God ! as you may (ec 
fifeai xi ^> Butyott may fay theApoftles 

did 
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4id gfcat miracles, and yet were no GoHs. 
Why it is trvie^ they did great miracles^ but 
in whoiip name did they do it? And by 
whole ppwer and ftrength did they do it ? 
W«is it m their own name, and by thfeirowii 
power? Noi beloved^ the^y themfelvcs con- 
fefs the contrary, Afts xii, 13. they tell you^ 
Jt is not by their own power ^ but in the name 
and power of Jejus Chrift. So in A6ls, iv* lO; 
We do it in the name of Chrifi. . Now, be- 
loved, this is a (Irong argument to prove 
the deity of Chrift, they did great miracles 
in his name, and by his power his Difciple^ 
did great miracles. And with this Chrift 
iatisfied the Defciples of John, Gb and tell 
what things you hear or fee^ how the lame 
Tvalki and the blind , receive their Jight,; go 
and tell John; Now, I fay^ thefe grestfe 
thiftgs coufd be dpne by none, ;but a great 
God i and therefore, Jcius Chrift is not only 
the fon of man/ but the fon of God^ even 
God blefl'ed for ever. 

^thJy^ Confider tlivihe worftiip is due unt0 
Chrift; now, you know worlhip is propeif 
only to God, Wprjhip him that made heaven 
and earth and thefeas, faid. the Angel, Rev. 
xiv. 7. Worftiip only is proper to God 
alone. Now, beloved, all the aQs of Worftiip 
that belong to God the Father, are given. to 
the Son Jeius Chrift, both Angels and raeij 
are commanded to worftiip him, as well as 
v/ej Hcb, !• 6* Let the Angels of Gof 

-morjhip 
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%ofJhip\%m; and in PhiL ii lo. ThaX at 
the name of Jt/us every kriee Jhdll bow^ of 
things in Heaveii and things on the £drth. 
Mark firs, things in heaven as well as things 
on earth miift worfliip Cnrift; and Chhft 
himfelf iays, job. xiv. i. Ye believe m God^ 
believe'' al/o in me: Mark, firs, Ijpeakirigtb 
to thofe that believed in God, (lays HeJ Yc 
Relieve in God,beliehe al/b in me. 
Ndw, beloved, we are commanded to pray 
to Ghrift; to glorify him, and to believe in 
him, to honour hini, and worfhij) hini; 
and therefore the iaiiits have prayed. Lord 
Jefus receive my/pirit ; as i^tepheh did': So 
that you fee woi*Ihip is diic to Chrift both 
from Angela and men, and therefore He muft 
iieeds be God. 

^<A/y; Tfi^re were cleir predifitioris of the 
coming of Chrift, under the Old Tertaraent. 
No fooher was man fallen, but Chrift was 
prbniifed. The feed of the women Jhatl break 
Ihe ftr-pents head. All the I^rbphets foretold 
of the Miffiah, how falfly he (hould be accu- 
fed, arid how baiely he (hoiild be ufed ; and 
this will b6 endiigH to condemn the unbe- 
lieving Jeiws, jind make them fpeechlefs in 
the great day of account. 

I might here give you the fayings of the 
Prophets, biit yod mlay find them yourfelves, 
fearch the Old Tefiaiilent,and you will find 
them all fpe^^k more or lefs of Jefus Chrift* 
Th^3(s have I cfeatrly proved byexpreis fcripi- 

L ture 
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tjire and utideniable aneuments^ that Jefus; 
Chrifl 15 true and perfect God ;* 

I proceed to the ufe and application of it 
to ourfelvcfi. 

The fitft ufe (hall be for information ; if 
i^ be fo that Jefus Chrift is true and perfeft 
Qpd» then^ though this be a ftrange truth to' 
feme \ yet it is a found truth ; Tnough the 
myftery be deepj, yet Ihe divinity is tpue, 
^at he who made mabj fufiered by qian, 
and for man : Without controverfy, fays the 
Apoftle, gf^at is the myitery of Godlinefs.. 
what i$ the niftier ? G(Hi mm^0^ in thtjkjpi. 
X Tina. iii. i6* Without controverfy, witlv-* 
out all doubt^ a S^^^t mvfi^ry, tky^s the 
Apoftle, God manireft in tpeileQi^. 

The Schoolmen compare t^e tncarn^^oxi- 
of Jefus Chrift to a garment^ made by the 
three Sillers ; and one of them, wears it. Sp 
all the three perfcms in the Triaity^ h^d a 
hand in the garment of ChrilTs fielh,^ but the 
jfecond perfon he wore it^. he was God mani*' 
feil in tne flelh, and this is agteai myftei;}^ 

And truly firs^ it is a gx;eat myfteiy fptr 
happinefs tQ becomfs, a CDrlet Gal* iii. far 
Ibim that made the Angels^, to become bxoer 
than the Angets. Heb. li. for the CresAojf to 
become creature ; for bim that had the nqhes 
of all in him, to become poor ;: Oh thi& is^a 
great myftery 9 that he whbfti. the heaven o^ . 
heavens carniot cojntaia his gtoiry, Qiouid> 
be thus wrapt in rags of flelh, tliait; the 

"'''gteiat 
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^reat God {hould take upon him A piece of 
earthy thai he who hangs the earth upon 
nothing, (hould hang upoti a crofs between 
i:wo thieves, truly a great myflery ! that he 
who rules the ftars, mould fuck the breall 1 
«hat he who thunders in the clouds, (hould 
he cradled in a manger,; O great myRery ! 
that Abrahams ILord, (liould become Abra* 
hams Ton } that the God of Abraham, (hould. 
take upon him Abrahams feed ; what a 
myftery is this? He was conceived in the 
bowels of his mother, that he might be. |"e- 
(reived into the bofom of his Father. There-^ 
fore, faith the Apoftle, without controverfy, 
great is the myftery of Godlinefe, God ma* 
nifeft in.the fle(h. Gods fon, became mans 
Sn, that we poor menifons, might become 
Gods fons. 

But fc^condly. Is Jefus Chril^^g and per* 
feft God ? My fecond inference IS fMsir-th^t 
Jefus is a precious iChrift; he is honey In^ 
the mouth, beauty in the eye^ goy in the 
heart, and mufic in the ear. ** Let all their" 
money perifh with them, who efteem all the' 
gold in the wotld, worth obc days fa. iety 
with Jefus Chrift/*— faid that great Marquis, 
when he was tempted with money. 

Oh firs, Chrifts members are the hap* 
pieft, his comforts are the fweet^ft, his 
rewird is the higheft^ and his precepts 
are the pureft T Chrift's glory is the greatefi, 
his love is the trueft, and hi^ riches are 
' ^' ' the 
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the moil precious. He is the glory of GqcS^ 
the paradife of Angels, the beauty of hea- 
ven, the Redeemer of men. In JHeb. i. 3. 
He is there' called, Thf bri^htnefspf^hisJ^a- 
therms glory. . He^ is the rich jfewel in the 
cabinet ofglory ; he is the fparkJing pearl, 
whofoever Hatn him cannot be poor, and 
whofoeyer wants him, cannot be rich. 

3^'^f thrift be true and perfeft God, 
then Chrift's members are the greateft and. 
happiefl : Chrift is God Almighty's only fon," 
believers are God Almighty s pnly daugh- 
ters. You read of Gods daughter, in Pfal. 
y\v. Chrifi is t^ King^ believers are the 
queen ; Chrl/l is^the tyriflffgropm^ believers are* 
his bride: vhri/i is the lamb^ believers are 
his wife. Rev. xxi. 9^ 

What (hall I fay ? The Angels in glory, 
arc in a very glorious ftate, ar^d yet let me 
tell you, believers in Chrift arc higher than 
Angels ; they are fervants, we are members ; 
they are the friends of thei bridegroom, We^ 
are the bride'; they have their perfonal. 
glory, we have the lame glory for fubflance 
with Jelus Chrifi, John xvii. Theghry which 
thou nq/l given me, (fays Chrift) I have given 

then* 

Believers are nearer the Throne than 
Angels, and this doth wonderfully fpeak 
Out, that we are higher thaii the Angels, in 
Rev. v. Thefourbeq/lsg are nearer the throne 

than the Angels^ 

Oh, beloved. 
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0h, beloved^ how are believers K^yakncr 
cd ! how high are we becanie^ poor duft 
and aflies^ to he above Angels ! ^ and this is 
the ^reat happinefs which we get by Chrifta 
affuming our nature for the falvation of our 
fouls. 

Again, Chrift's member* are not only the 
greateft, but the h^ppieit ; our renewed 
condiition is a$ good ip Chrid, as it was in 
Adam. Oh firs, we were not more curfed 
Qut of Chrift, than we are blcfled in him ; 
Chriil is as full of Jife, s^s Adam was full of 
cleath ; he is as flill of fweetnefs to us; as 
Adam was of bitternef^ tq us. 

Truly fojul, if thou can fay Chrift is thine* 
I will fpeai^ next^ and fay, foul, thou haft 
(hat which is of niore value than a kings ran« 
fom, or that which iHe devil promifed out 
Saviour, wl\en he (hewed hifli all the king« 
doms of the world. 

Oh the happinefs of poor believers! There, 
is no condemnation, to them who belong to, 
Chrift Je/us, fays Paul, Rom, viii. i. There- 
fore they are happy. 

^thfy. Is Chrift Jefus true and perfeQ; 
Qod ! Then we infer from hence, that Gods 
love and good-will to mankind, was very 
great. That Jefus Chrift Ihou Id come from 
heaven to take our nature, that we might be 
partakers of the divine nature. He took 
ypon him our ftiame, that we might he par- 
takers of his glory. One drop of his blood, 
•' "" . * is- 



H 6fm6re irdnji thiui a Tea- of ours, aijid yet 
ht" died 6ur dea^ that we might livfe his 
life; he fuffered our hell, thit we might 
enjoy his heaven. O? how infinitely did 
he love;, OS? He endured the foreft pains^ 
that we might enjoy pleafures for ever more, 
' ^The fcriptuFe tells i^s that he caffle leap* 
ing; he came with fuch a good will^ he earner 
leaping : For ydu know when a man goes 
leaping, yoti may be Aire that it is with a 
good will, he came leaping and ikipping^ 
ni Catiticles. He came leaping on the moan- 
ietins, anijdpping an the niUs^ Leaping, 
fays Gregory, now fo ? why (fays he) from, 
the throne to the womh, from ^he womb to 
the cradle, from the cradle to the crofs^ 
and from thence to the throne again^ this 
was his leap. , 

' Oh firs, how much did Jefus (ulfer for 
poor I?elievers ; he was hanged upon the 
crofs on mount Calvary, that we might fit 
iipon the throne in mount Sion. 

2. Ufe, Siecondly by way of exhortation. 

Firft, Tofinners, to unbelievers, arid to 
gracelefs perfons, I have a few words to fay. 

Oh firs, methinks I cannot but do toward 
you, as Chrilt once did toward Jerufalem, 
when he came nigh the city, he wept over 
It: Truly finners, your fiate is a weeping 
ftate, it is deplorable andmifeiable, you lie 
Open to all the wrath, vengeance, ana curfes 
iundcr heaven. O! poor defpicable and 

miferable 
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miferable finners^ tranaot you pity y QUE* 
feves ? The l-ord of heavca pity youi. 
\ Did Jefiis Chrift come from heaven to yonf. 
fi'nners^: and will you not come out of your 
iins, to come to him ? He came Hl^m }m 
Fathers bofom^ and kft his throne>v crowa 
and glory, to come to the poor lofl; yrofld,: 
to die and fuffer here for poor unddne ^n?* 
ners, arid what, finners,. will this make ih^ 
fmpreflion upon you^? Let me tell yo]u 0rv 
Chrift came mto the world, for no other en4 
and reafopt but oply to die for poor finners» 
It was his great dengi) to fave them^ 

Sirs, J£ you will not credit xne» lo^k into 
Ae fcripture, auid then lurcly: you will bc^ 
lieve it» i Tim. v. ij6. This is a faithful fay^ 
ing^ (faith the ApojOile) and -worthy of all t^ 
ceptation^ that jefus Chrift fiomeif^ fhip 
world to fave Jinners. Mark firs, he cahift 
into the world tt) favefiimer^ : Jefus hanged,, 
wept^ and died upon the crof^, to fave fin^ 
ners ; it was for tnem all die hardfhips, tri- 
als and buSetingS' he met with, it wa& for 
their fake9 ; our dear Redeemer hath fufFereji^ 
all this woe and mi(ery for thee, and wilti 
thou not leave thy fwearing, drttnkemif& 
and wickednefs, for thy blefied Saviour ? 
Oh how' can ft thoii anfVcr this before ap 
^mighty God, that Jelus, the king of kingj?.. 
ihould come iiitbthe worlds and abafe him- 
.feli fb 'much as to be it) a mean eftate ; and 
^ jset that this fiiould nothing ^EkBi you ? Oh 

wh0 
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who will pity you when you are damiied^ 
when ybu are howling; and roaring in thfi 
fl4me!{ of hell \ whtre will you find one lym« 
pathifiy frieiid P No dbltided mortals, there 
will blrno merciful God, ho interceeding 
Mediator there; but remember, the once 
defpifed Na2:areeh, now cloathedr with the 
garment of oniiiipotent vengeance, will 
laugh at thy calamity, and niock when thy 
fear cometh; and will hot now pity thofei 
who would not pity thcmfelves ! 

Gh,' for thfc Lord's Jake ' cbnfidcr; that 
God {houldcome and tak^ otir nature, that 
Ke-ftiould takfe odr rags, thsltw^ might wear 
his robes ; and .will you rathfct reiAain in youf 
-fins and die, then comt to Cbrift for life ? 
<% finners for the Lord's fake; put off youlf* 
beggar rags,' that yoti inay put on his lovely 
f6bes: ' . 

I have read 6f Alexahder the Great, that 

•when he caine befofe i city, He ufcd to fet 

Up (i cahdre, and if they yielded hfefore the 

candfe wa!s out, thtf (houid have quarters ; 

btit if tifiey flOod out, they muft fexpeft riof* 

thing but hanging,: drawing and quartering. 

O firs, Chritt fets up a candle to thee, and tf 

thou wiTt cpihe in to^^day thou fhalt ha^e mef* 

cy, or eife there will be nofte. If all the Anf* 

gels and faints in heaven, fhould fall upon 

their kjnees, and fay, O Lord, fpare this poor 

i<!reatute, one drart'^of mercy for him, it 

•wbuld-nat'be regarded, the Lord would n6t 

• * ^ hear 
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Jieat' tkeov: And tbefitibv« ibr ih^'htr^' 
laltd totifidcr» ine» are ^MtdCMMl! not bniv 
for their finfutnttfs, {^ for f hfiiir ffcnrifhiifiM i 
nef$ ; nien ntiay perifiii' ibr Kcittt- fervan^ 
that are tinpromable, as #«!{ afi Iot finn^nr 
that are abominable t Methiaks ycMt ffloald^^ 
take as much delight in diefe precepits thaC- 
enjoin holiness; as in tHofe promifes that aC* 
furehjppinefs ,; if the day oFmeriy leiveyad 
graceiefs, the.day of judgoieat will find yoa 
^echiefs; though you iiQayrefiftt&ej^dg« 
ffient that liy&bdo're yon-yyet yoii da flidver 
refift the judgnieijr cbav 4a^« upon yon ;• 
thci%! is «i^ Ib^KJUttg tefotv aw tthgtf God ; 
Ungodly mefl feadr n6- tri^cls^ becau(<e: they 
feel' Don« r bttt»tff<!!! t^y Cm uo^umUlied, they 
diink' tha-C' k h^ piUafiittfeKfi for their fins i 
beeaofe he giiieth «»«o ^re-tft«ftf» ^Aley go' 
on to prdv0ke'hkii'; Mh^aidd»€0^en?live»; 
thc^' it(^ to their lu^ , be^atile he is very 
i&erdiul^ they «i^e ve^ fvM ;• ItocfMfe he it 
ver^ gONod, tmv will>be very b^f becafofii 
iajftice v^tUss, tney^^irfk iv is blind f heoiia^ 

he doth tiOt reprci^e fheffif- W' th(^ &n» ; 
thereftfrd they ffiiuk he doth tfj^dvtrtifciK' 
iti theirfitfs : Sat^, ittfMtedjti^WwiU a^Wgt 
1^ quarrti of itbii&^ ftiet^y ;• ^ iongvt 
God fefbearsi nor ^tdin;^ aM>0nitfniretit, ^ 
forer he ftrikes Vrhett^ he cei^s ^jUllgifleffk 
Oh (Inaers, thdugh the patiiiaiee <^ God 
be la^ikig, ye« kis notevefiafilng; if bytfat; 

warning pieice df God you be not i^btsHeii 

M yotf 
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yon flf&U: be . cbnTttxtted ; the lbn|;er Qod i^ 

tithing (about ills haad, thefaeavi^r wHI the 

blow be Y^Keniit ccpnes: Igave hdr J^tLce tor 

repent of -her^fbm^ation^^ but /he repented^ 

Thot: What follows ? Beholdi . I wUl cqft her 

ifito ^edrdndithey that eommit adultry with- 

Ai?r,. Rev. iL 21, 22, The day that begins 

in mercy, iriay end in jiKigment; God is 

fiient, as long a'S buf fin^ will let hun be 

quiet;, but kaowy jtiiat God haih^ vials o£ 

wraths filled with indKnation,- for Veflels o£ 

wrath fittcd*for deflaruction : If God's mercy 

do not draw yoiv to repentaace, God's-judg* 

Qi'ents will wive you to deftruftion ; the fea 

of dan^taatiori ihall f>ot be- fl^eeined' with a 

drop.of compafiioni , Oftpner«/ either feek 

out a Saviour to iddiver you from the wrath 

of God^ or.el^js find out a (boulder to- bea« 

you tipj; under the. wrath of God. 

Oh that :^yott would' coiifidpr your ways> 
haA notGcSd.faid, thaMofwear^rs> dr-unkf 
ardsv whoc^im^g^rs ;Dor adukerer^s^ (hall 
enter the kingdom' of hejaven ? and fuch are 
fome of ypq, jGod knows it, andyour con- 
jfeience luiows it, yet you' flatter yeurfelvesv 
and fpeak.peiic^ to. yourfelves^ when God 
{peaks not a. word-of peace toyou. O^! fin* 
ners»^ think of this^; bef£>re the botto^ilefs' pit 
hath. (hut; htcr mouth upon you r O! d^o np 
longer , n^gled (iod, and your own ialva- 
fcion!. Heb.: ii. 3. Hov) Jhall we e/cape, if 
M^.negieUfs>^greatfalvatidnf If you negjeol 

the; 
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the great falvatioh, you cannot e(bape the 
great da mtiation. ~ ! -i .: ^ 

Secondly, Belie ver^i let me befeech you 
to ftand fail, and to hold that which you 
have already, Rev. ii. 25. Be thou faithful 
unta death, and I will give thee a Crowh oj 
life. He hath a crown • fo^ runners, but a 
t?urfe for runaways. As you look for hajir 
pinefs as long as God hath a being in heat- 
ven, fo God looketh -for hoiinefs as long as 
you have a being <5a earth. Aimany a:s 
walk according to this rule, peace be upon 
them, Gal. vi. 16. To treao in any :other 
path on earth, •sis but to raiftake your^way tb 
heaven ; whiJft you are on this /ide etiermty, 
ou mud hold tne fceptef of grace in your 
ands, till God fets the crdwn 6f giory &p6a 
your heads ; this is the fpai?kHng diarAond 
that is fet iij the Apoftles crown, 2 Tim. iii; 
7. J have fought a good fight, I hate finked 
my courfe, I have hepV the faith. : / '> 

O ! believers, it will be yoar happinefi^ 
glory and honour another day, ifinthisJday 
ye be found faithful. O ! do not turn ydur 
backs upon the truths of God, as too mainfy 
in our days have done ; they have gone from 
one religion unto all, till at laft they have 
come from all to none : That mans begin- 
ning was in hypocrify, whofe ending is in 
apoftacy ) indifference in religion, is the 
next ftep to apoftacy from it. 
O i do not make him a ftone of Humbling, 

that 
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|hat God hat^ lOf^de tp b^e a ftpoe for builds 

ing. If the golden chain .^f 4uty will not 
lioid yoo/ the iron chaih of daritneA &^}1 
bind you ; if you aJ^U^e your liberty in thi$ 
vorio, yoyi will loTt^ it in the otbeir*' If yoi| 
bad mat^e as mf;fch cpnfpience |n your li« 
jbeity, a$ you have had liberty for your con- 
Ictehce, ' it had been well ; that foul wa$ 
never related to phriil | that loul was aevej: 
^evoted to him; there is no obtaining the 
tirige of happinefs. without running the rac« 

of It. 

'Of for the Lord's fake^ do r^ot begin in the 
^hrity aind end in the pe(h ; do not put yoqr 
Jiand to the plough, and look backward ; be 
not true ta ^he father <>f lies, and faife to 
die God of truth ; Kec^p clofe to the fon of 
Clod, afid to the word, ordifiances. Mini* 
iiiflers and Wojple of God, then wilt^thoii 
lie (afe, Gai. vi; o^Me not weary in wel^ 
imn^^ for in imji^Jbn JfoujHaU ros^ if you 
Jfaim no4* ' I {bail here wind up aJU wit|i 
'^at faying of Ignotius, — " They who ad- 
f • her«, to them, who adhere not to; truth, 
f^ Iball never inherit the kmgdoni of Gqd^'^ 
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SERMON VI. 

Tin EVEBtAJSTlNG FATHER. 
C A N T. V. 1 6- Ifei^ altogether Lovefy. 

* - . 

Podrine, Jeftis Chriji U Jnfiniiefy and Su- 
perlatively Lovely^ 

MAN is the eifcellency of the creature, 
the faint is the excellency of the njan, 
grace is the excellency of the laint, glory is 
pie excellency of grace- 

I now proceed to a fourth title, and that 
is. The Everlqfimg father. For this fee 
Ifa, ix. 6* • 

Beloved, we ha^e Ihewed you from the 
third title. Mighty God, that Jcfus Chriff is 
true and perfect ood. But this fourth title 
hoideth him forth to be a father ; nav, not 
pnly a father, but The Everlqfting Father. 

The propoiition which 1 (hall lay down 
from this title is this^ That God in thrift m 
a Believer's Everlafting Father , That I may 
plear up this point, I (hall lay down the 
following truths, 

1 . That God in Chrifl, the everlaflmg Fa- 
ther, hath begot himfelf in us, and us in him* 
felf ; jfife is both the author and Jim/her of all 
OUT faith, Heb. xii. 2. pf all our joy, peace, 
and falvatioa y be is a^£athet ever neget- 
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"ling and bringing forth faimfelf in u^l lilc 
Jight^ Ipve ana na^e is in us ; his wifdom^ 
power and {Ipengdi is ivi us ; Of hisfulne/s 
iwe hav^ all received ^racfjpr ^race^ John i. 
i6. BeHevers, have In time pafl and pfefent^ 
received of his fulnefs ; therefore be is cal- 
led the cverlalHng Father, 

He. is the fun, we are the beams ^ be is 
the fountain, we are the jQje.ams ; he is the 
root, headland father, we arc the branches, 
•members arid children; hence it is thatbe^ 
lievers are ailed his oft-fpring ; We are the 
vff-Jpring of Chri/l, faith the Apoftle. la 
creation Gpd hath given us to ouriel ves, but 
m redemption he hath given fiinifelf to us 4 
itis a greater fevourto be converted, than 
tp be created; yea, far better to have no 
being, than not to have a new being ; it is 
only, the new creatures, tWat are heirs of the 
neV Jerufafem.^ ... 

' 2. Gpd in Chrift calletJi all his chiWrea 
by his hanie, he putteth his name upon them* 
*Mark fir's, / v)iU write upon them, the name 
[dfmyCod, Kev^ iii, 12. The faints are caJ- 
led godly, from God, chriftians from Chrift, 
fpiritual frotn fprrit ; and heavenly frorfi 
heaven, becaufe:theirconverfation is there; 
their head is there, and they are heirs of 
heaven. So; the wicked are called devilifh^ 
from the devil ^ curfed from the euife; 
worldlings, fr*om the world; and finners 
from fm, O f the diffcreocei the great d4f- 
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ferefice that there is betweeathe names oF 
faints^ and the :p4mes of the wicked. ^Th^- 
ungodly . aie^ called^ dogs^ vipers, fwine^r 
thornsj. and ravening wolves, who lick up, 
and fuckthe blood of the innocent; but 
the faints they are jewels, kings, doves^ 
lillies,*and heirs of glory*. And hence it is^' 
that fome good rn^n have ffloried more ia ' 
(heir name chriftian, than meir name £m^. 
peror *,. smd^have thought it a greater honour 
to be a member, of Chrift, than to be a king 
upon a throne; a greater honour to be^ 
one of Chrift's. little ones,, than one of the 
world's; ffreat ones, •- ^ 

Indeed firs^ a good heart is better that^ ^ 
great efiate;^ inward holinefs is better thaa 
outward happinefs ; a Chrift without hon^ 
ours,, is better than honours without a Chrift, 
piety without profperity^ is better than bro^ 
Ipenty without piety ^.. Goodnefs without 
greatnefs, is better than grcatnefa withoiii 

gpodnels. . : , . ■ • * / 

3^ Gqd'in Chrift is a father, who is full of 
mercy and compaffion towards his poor chil- 
dren; when he was full of blood, he was. fufl 
of bowels. Chrift is more tender olhis body 
myftical,. than h^e was. of his body natural;; 
he fu&red his body natural to be hungry,. 
thirfty, weary,, hang, bleed and fuffVr upon 
the crofs; to be pierced and bored with naili 
upon it. O! he went into the furn.ice, ta 
keep us out of the flames. But mark fi^rs, 

foP 



for h« body myftical : O ! h&^ tendCT w . 
lie ! He loves, pities a trdPlimlcs upon tke*}' 
they are the beduty of hfb eye, the joy of his 
heart I he cannot enduw to fee thenh Mrrong- 
cd, injured or abufed ; every blow they have, 
goes to the very hearts. Saul, Sanl, zmy ^er* 
Jicukfh thou mt ? you feer how tender Gnriff 
is of his body myfticaK Thi^ is out Jonas, 
who threw hitnfe If into thr fear of his father's 
wrgith, to fave uis Uroin drowning : he tha€ 
firat np the door of hell; to keep us frostf 
perdition ; and he hatfe ophcd; the gates of 
neavcn to let us into fal vatibn; ^ 

4, God in Chrift is a father iHat layeth upf 
for his chitdren ; he gtvetlk theiri fomethkig 
in poffeffion, but moiie in rcVerfibn r a little 
in nand, and a great dea4 in hope; 

Firft, HegivctH thetn fomethmg in hanad;[ 
he laycth out for us ; he gtveth us the air to 
breath inv and the earth to tread^ updn ; Be 
givcthus the fun, mtfon and ftarsj whkJ, 
welter and fire ; he giveth us the fifties q£ 
the fea, the b^afts of tfce earth, and^the feiwls 
of the air, 

Poor man Rveth By deatli, our natural 
life is preferved by^he death of the ereature, 
and our foirituaf life by the death of our 
Saviour; fo that I may fay, wefive by death* 
It is man's duty to ferv«e God, fince he hath 
made alK the world to ferve him. In i Tim. 
vL. 17. faith the Apoflle. who givetk us 
rickt^ all things to enjoy. . 
-^ . Seconclly^ 
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Secondly, God in Chrift is a father that 
layeth up for his children, as well as layetH 
out, in Pfal. xiii. 19. Oh how great is thy 
goodnefs which thou haft laid up for thtn 
that fear thee ! David wonders ait it : Oh hovi 
great is thy goodnefs which thou hath laid 
tip! Mark the wdrds, fo in 2 Tim. iv. 6* 
hekceforth is laid up for fne a crown qfri^h-- 
tcoufnefs : What only for you Paul ? No, 
not only for me, but for alltnem that love hii 
appearing ; fo again^' fee another fcripture 
for this, 1 Cor» ii-^- As it was written. 
faith the Apoftle, l^t hath notfeen^ nor ear 
heardf neither can it enter into the heart of 
man to conceive ; wjay firs, what is this which 
eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither 
can it enter into the heart ofman to con- 
ceive? why, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. 

O! beloved, God gives his children the 
beft and greateft portion of riches, all things 
are theirs ;. life and death, things prefent, 
and things to come are theirs; God and 
Chrift is theirs ; the fpirit and heaven is 
theirs ; what can they have more ? 1 Cor. iif. 
23. God gives his children in this world to 
come, a talent of glory they fliall weat 
Chrift's crown above, who wear his cfofs 
b^low. 

5. God in Chrift ddth proteft and defend 
his children from their enemies, from fatan, 
fin^ and ftotrt the world, from the curfe, and 

- N . from' 



^ riU Evertqfiing Father. 

from the ff?cpnd death, \^hich is hell ; in 
Rev. ii^ 11. He that qter comet h^ Jhall not.be 
hurt by the/econd death. 

Mark, a believer may feel the ftroak of 
death, but he (hall never feel the fting ; the * 
firft death ra2^y bring his body to corruption,, 
but the kcond Qiall never bring his foul to 
damnation ; though he may live a life that 
is dying, he. {hall die a death that is living ; 
he that is houfed in Chrift, (hall never be 
houTed in hell. God protefts his children 
from all wrongs, and injuries, in Pfal. €v. 14, 
Hefv^ers no mm, toido them tarong ; yea^ he 
reproves kjm^ Jor their fakeh Pfay Mark 
firs, if kings wiH lay on faints the haods oF 
violence, God will lay on kings the hai»ds of 
vengeance : He reproves kings^for their Jahes. 

If kings fhould ever wrong thje {)aor faiots,. 
Chrift will reprove them for their f^ke^ ; fo 
feith the \for4 of Gpdi If men will throw 
iaints into prtffpn for. their piety, God will 
throw them into hell for their iniquity ; as 
the Prophet fciith in Ifa, xxxw 33. Tophet is 
if pr^ared of old ; yea, for the king it ii pre^ 
jkarea:^ As if fo be the Prophet {hduld fpeak 
to downright, as though hell were chiefly 
prepai;ed for great unrighteous men. 

O firs ! hell is prepared for great men, aM' 
well as for mean. Thofe to whom God 
heftows great meYitj, if they abound in greal:. 
vice, he will inflift 00 them heavy punifli- 
ments; how fhall they be abk to. lift up. 

then: 
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their heads before Ghrift, who lift up their 
hands againft him ? The kings of the earth 
Jlood up 9 and the fukrs were gathered to- 
gether again/l the Lord and his Anointed. 
Afts, iv. 20. Cbrifl will pafsi fcnteiice u|>oh 
all the feed of Adam^S race. Me that faith^ 
Come ye blejfed, will alfo fay. Go ye curfed. 

6. God in Chrift is a father, that teacheth 

and inflrutleth his children; Thy children 

Jkall be all taught of the Lord3 Ifa. liv-. 14. 

All God's children are taught the following 

(iK leffojjs ; . • 

Firft, To deny themfelves : A true be- 
liever will lay down his lulls at the command 
of Chrift, and his life for the fake of hinx* 
Secondly, He t-eacheth theqi contentment; 
here is another divine leflbn in which he in- 
ftru6ls his children* A believer, will bear 
the wrath and feornsof men for their Savi- 
our's fafce. Thirdly, The vanity of the 
creature. He teacheth us, that all thing?: 
below, are but vanity and vexation of fpi- 
rit. Forthly, The finfulneft of fin. Fifthly ^^ 
The deceitfulnefs of the heart y . and fixthly^ 
The great knowledge of himfelf. 

O ! chriltians, have you learned thefe 
leffons ? Then Jet all your aftions be Ghrirt- 
jike, and walk as you have him for an ex-, 
^tM>le ; he lived, to teach us how to live; 
ana tje did to teach us how to die. Kfe that 
witl; not follow the example of Chrifl's life^ 
ihal'l never be faved by the merits pf his 

death. 
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death. He is the root on which a faint grows, 
and the rule by which he fquares : If he be 
not thy Jacob's fiaff to guide thee to heaven, 
he will neyct he thy Jacob's ladder, to 
iQOunt thee up to heaven. We (hould 
be as willing to be ruled by Ghritt, as we 
are to be faved by him ; God made one (on 
like unto all, that he might make all his 
fons like unto one. If the life of Chrift be 
not your pattern, the death of him will 
never be your portion. 

7. God in Chrift is a father, that ftampa 
upon all his children the lovely infiage of 
Jefus Chrift, they refembje him to the very 
life ; as it was faid of Conftantine's children, 
they reiembled their father to the life. So 
we may fay of believers, they rf feqibje their 
maker to the life; God will fuffer no man 
to wear the liyery of Chrift upon hita, who 
hath not the likenefs pf him within him, 
2 Cor. iii. laft yerfe. We all (faith the 
Apoftle^ beholding v)ith open face as in a 
gtafsj tne glory of the Lor d^ are changed ihta, 
the fame image^ from glory to glory 9 (fiS the 
fpirit of the Lord. 

Oh urs, what a rare jewel is grace ? The 
God of grace calls it glory. lA^tVyfroni 
glory to glory \ that is, from one degree of 
grace to aaother : Grace is glory militant^ 
and glory is grace triumphant : Grace is 
glory begun, and glory is grace made per- 
^e£i: Grace is the nrft degree of glory, 

glory 
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gJory is the higheft. degree of grace: Grace 
i? the feed, glory the flower : Grace is the 
ring, glory is the (parkling diamond in it : 
Grace is glory's infant, and glory the perfeft 
raan of grace ; Grace is the Ipring,, glory 
is the harvefl : The foul of man is the ca- 
binet, the grace of God is the jewel : Chrifl. 
will throw away the cabinet, Vhere he finds 
not the jewel : He that created us in his 
image, will reflore us to his image. 

God in Chrift is a father that never -dies ; 
other fathers are dead and gone ; but God 
in Ch rill is a father that lives and reigns for 
ever : He is the father of eternity, in eter- 
nity, from and to eternity^ Prov. viii. He 
was always, and will be, till time (hall bo 
no more, Heb. 13. 8. Jelus Chrifl w the fame 
(fays the Apoftle; yejlcrday^ to-day, ^and/or 
ever, &c. Col i. 10. 

^. God in ChriU is a father that correfleth 
bis children ; all whpm God Ipves he chaf- 
tifeth, though he loves not to do fo ; God 
hath one fon without fin, but no fon without 
forrow ; he had one fon without corruption, 
but no fon without corre6lion, Heb, xii. 6. 
for wham the Lord lovethj he chajii/eth^ 
and /courgeth every fon whom he rcceiveth^ . 
Rev. iii. i6. As many as I love, J rebuke 
and chqfitn. Affliftions are bleffings tQ us, 
when we can blefs God for the aiBiftions. 

Chrifl tells us, that he that will be histlif- 
(:iple, mull depy himfelf^ take up. his ^rofs and 
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foilow faim. Mat. xvi. 24. There is a four- 
fold feif, that muft be denied for Jefus Chrift, 
or clfe we cannot be his difciples. 

1. A finful ielf« s. A natura,l felf. 3. A 
felf-righteoufnefe. 4. A fdf-gain or were. 
SinfuF-felf is to be deftroyed/and natural- 
felf denied^. We cannot enjoy ourfelves, till 
we deny ourfelves ; God is as far from beat- 
ing his children for nothing, as he i$ from 
beating his children to notning^ 

The application^ Is it fo,^ that God in 
Chrillisa believer's everlafling father? O 
then what is fo good as Ch'rift, and what fo 
great an evil as fin ? O love Chrift, and hate 
fin-; hie bringeth life, grace, comfort and 
gteify ; but fin brings death with it^ death 
of body, <leathoffonl, death here and here- 
after. O the blood of Chrift Ipeaketh better 
things, than the blood of Abel. Abel's 
blood cried for vengeance, but Ch^ift*s cried 
for mercy; he is the pearl of great price, 
for which the rich Merchant fold all he Had, 
and bought it ; and found more joy in this 
pearl, than ever he had with all his riches. 
O therefore let me befeec-h you that are hi« 
children, to love and ferve him ; he is your 
, cverlafting father ; O then do his will on 
earth, as the Angels do in heaven. -You 
cannot complain of him for want of mercy ; 
u) let him not complain of you for want of 
dutv ; fo good hath he been to you, as that 
he nath not been wanting to you in any 
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thing; aiid will you be wanting to htm in 
every thing ? A fon hcMioureth his father, 
and the fervant his otafter ; If I tken be a 
father, where is my honour J if a mq/ier/where 
is my fear? Mai. i. 6^ As a father, fo will 
he be reverenced for his goodnefs; as a 
mafter, he will be feared for his naercy. Oh 
what is that little hede&reth of you, to that 
much he deferveth from you ? If honour 
be not due to himj, let it not be beftowed ; 
if it be due to him, let it not . be denied* 
If God da great things for his children, he 
will not accept ol' fmall things from them. 
Do but fee the great out-^cry that he make& 
againfl; his own j:hildren, Ifa. iii.; 3. Hear 
V heaven 9 and be aftonifheij earth I What 
is the matter? I have nouriflied and brought 
vp childrifiy and they have rebelled agatni^ 
Tnc^ The nearer the relation, the greater 
the obligation : Chrift is related to them as^ 
a Lord to his fervants, ias a father to his^^ 
ehildreui as a Prince to his (ubje^ls, and al 
a head to his members. Where the xelar 
tion is neareft, it is there the provocation is 
greateft ; it is a more ple-ifing thing to fc» 
lebek become children, than it is to feethemi 
become rebels. 

What mother can endure to fee thofc lip^ 
that drew her breaft, ta fuck her blood ? O 
ehriftiaris, you are more known to God thaa 
others ; therefore, you muft more acknow- 
ledge him than others \ you do not look for 
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io much fplendour from the burning pf a 
candle, as from the (hining of the fun ; nor 
for fo much moifture, from the dropping of 
a bucket, as from the diflblving of a cloud ; 
To whom much is given, of them muchjhall 
be required. God doth not expeft much, 
where little is beflovred, nor accept little 
where much is received. Hear ye the words 
of the Lord, children of IfraeU you only 
have I known of all the families of the earth, 
Amo9| iii. 2. God hath exalted you above 
others, and therefore you mud do more for 
God than others. It was a great blemifh to 
Hezekiah, that his returnings were not an- 
fwerable to his receivings. 

O ! believers, let me befeech you to do 
much, love, give and pray much; feeing 
you have received much. I fhall wind up 
all with a word of comfort to you the chil- 
dren of God. 

O firs, God in Chrift is your everlafting 
father, and you are his children ; therefore 
fear not, it fhall go well with you hear and 
hereafter, Luke xii. 32. Fear not little focks^ 
for it is your father's good ^leafure to give 
you the kingdom. He will witn-hold no good 
thing from you, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11. He gives 
grace and glory to you. Grace is the filver 
link, that draws the golden Jink of glory 
after it. 

SERMON VIL 
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SERMON VII 

the PRINCE of PEACE. 

Cant. v. i6. He is altogether LffVely^ 

DoQrine, Jefus Chrijt isIrifinitdy.andSu^* 

perlatively Lovely* 

WHEREVER Chrift is a prieft for re- 
dernpiioni he is a prince for domf-\ 
nion, wherever he is 5|l Saviour, there is he 
a ruler ; where he is a fountain of happinefsf, 
there he is a fountain of holinels ; where he 
is a redeemer, there he is a refiner; whercV 
ever he takes a burcjen from off the crei* 
tures back, there he lays a yoke upon their 
neck. The Lord is pur jud^e, the Lord is 
our law giver, the Lord is our king, he wiU 
faveUs, Ifa. xxxii. 22. 

I (hall now proceed to the fifth title of 
Jefus Chrift, which is Prince of Peace : This 
you have in Ifai. ix. 6. 

It is the happioefs of the Church of God, 
that although they cannot give peace; yet 
they may get peace; though they cannot 
fettle it on earth, yet they may feek it from 
heaven; peace is the well-being of all other 
enjoyments; all other mercies fuck thdr 
I'ivelihood at the breaft of pieace, it is the 
mother of all profperity ; as the life of old 
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-^^j W£^ w^c^p«-i^p » tike li& of the lad 
otmM'm, foiisr al^ happjnefs. wrapt, up in 
peace: tt is th^4eli€hy of thtf Jaint$ on earth, 
and the, glory of the angels in heaven. 
When the old H^brfew^,. wnhed any happi- 
neff to ^fiy^ onCf they only ufed this experf- 
fionL ** Peace be unto you/' From this title 
• af Qirift, I fhalllay down two propoGiions, 
1-. That Sions'king i»^ . peaceable king. 2. 
Thjat. the Lord lefua Chrifl, the Prince of 
peace, is the caufe and foundation of a be- 
Tiever's peace* I^ the profeciitron of it, I 
ftafl; (hew ;^6ii four things. 
' i%*Pirift is a peace -bringer v he brblmht tri 
^yeyU^ftmg peace by righte^ufheft, and not 
by fword^'ti'ukfe iui/j^.PdAceon'etttth, and 
^ooi witi towards )nen^ ^hy^ w^as the breiid 
pf life an hungry, but tliat he might fted 
ihe hungry with fnebrfeidoflife? Why was 
reff itfelf weafy, blit to'givethexireary reft? 
W^y was the Prince ot peace introubte, 
tnit that the troubled might haVe peace? 
None but the image of God, could relfone 
lis to his image; notie bttt the beloved of 
Cod>.' could make us beloved to him ; nt>ne 
t)ut the. natural foh, could make u5 tens; 
Jpothing but the wifdom of God could idake 
Us wife ; none but the Prince of pda6e, cotiH 
bring the God of peace, and the peace of 
God to poor finners ; therefore he is called 
ourpeace, Eph. ii. 14. Oh what is fo good 
as Cnrifl, and what fo great-ati evil as fin ? 
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The former bripgs u|f (ojpy.an4 pmcCi ?,n4 
the latter to yrpe!?nd miiciry. \ - ^ 

^. He is the peace-ipaker, as weU 9$ tlie' 
peace-biictgfer ; he is ^e , peace-i^aker bpr. 
tween Godaqcl men: Sin is the great bar 
between God and the foul : Sin is the wall 
of feperation betwee,n God aind ^ j but <tke 
Prince of peace makes peace .between G.Qd 
and us: He paid all debts; and took up all 
controverfies^ blotted out the hand writings 
and hath broken down the pamtion wall, 
and qiade up the breach between God and 
xpan, 2 Con v. lo. God was in Chrift^ re^ 
conciling the world to himfelf. Mark, ^tis in ' 
Chrift : So likewifeellewhere. You-t^ mere 
Sometimes f^T off ^ he madeni^k by the hloodi 
ofUirift. 

Oh fiiioers, Chrifl is our peacenmaker, he. 
makes^eace between God and us, and re- 
CQnpilcth God to maPj^ ^t\d jn^n to God ; fo 
tlwjtthpugh Godanight juftly be difpfeafed 
with us ; yet his fon is well pleafed*with,u«,; 
God as more pleafed with a -believer for 
Chrift's fake, than he wa^difpleafed With him 
fqr finys fake. 

3. Jefus Chrift is the peace giver ; alas ] 
poor nnners, we have no pe^ce with Angels^ 
confcience; nor with one janothpr, till the 
Prince of peace gives it im: Peace J leave 
with you ^ peace 1 give unto -you^ &ith otir 
JLrOrd to his Difciples, John . xiv, 27. Oh 
firs, he gives peace with God, in Romr v, i* 
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We have peaxe with God through our Lord 
Jfe/us Chrift. Chrift gives that peace to us, 
vhich the world cannot take from us; world- 
ly troubles cannot ovprcome heavenly peace. 

4. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is ftiled Prince of 
peace, *or the peaceable Prince. Indeed be- 
loved, he is all peace to a believer ; Her 
ways are ways of pleq/hntnejs, and all her 
paths are peace, fpeaking of Chtift, Prov. 
xvii. Mark, All her paths are peace. Now, 
• what are the paths ? I (hall name fix unto 
you. 1. Thfc path of repentancp. 2. Of 
faith. 3. Of truth. 4. Of felf-denial. 5. Of 
pbedience. 6. Of holinefs. Theie are all 
paths of peace. Oh firs, there is no peace 
to be found, but in the paths of peace. As 
all his works are great and marvellous, fo all 
his ways are peace and pleafantnefs. 

Secondly, His gofpel is a gofpel qf peace : 
•Tis a great mercy to enjoy the gojpel iti 
peace, but a greater mercy to enjoy the 
peace of the gofpel. 

Thirdly, His reward is peace, Ifa. Ivii. 2. 

Hejkall enter into peace. Here the joys of 

, heayen are called peace. The tru^ fons of 

peace, (hall be crowned with everlafting 

oappinefs and joy. 

And thus, beloved, I have briefly, yea, I 
have fully proved the point, That Jefus 
Chrift is the caufe and foundation of a be* 
liever's peace. 

Ufe. Now for the application of thfc point, 
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I ihall reduce it :tq.four. heads ; i. For in- 
formation. 2. FV)i* examination. 3. For ex- 
hortatioQ. 4. For confolation. 

1 • By way of information, here we may 
fee wh^t great need we ftand in of Jefus* 
Chrili OChriftiaiis! he is the caufe and 
foundation of all our peace ? Then we have 
no right or title to peace, but by the Prince^! 
of peace. We have peace with God (faitH the 
ApoRlc) but how ? Through our Lord Jefni. 
Cnrift : We are reconciled to God in Jefus 
Chnft. And we who were far off (faith raul) 
are made nigh by the blood of Chriji : We are 
only acceptable in the beloved. 

So that 'tis all in Chrift, and through him 
that we have our peace. A Chriftlefs man, 
is a peacelefs man : He hath no peace with 
God, Angels, nor confcience ; till we be 
phrift's friends, -we are our own foes. It is 
true, a wicked man may fpeak peace to 
himfelf, but God fpeaketh not one word to 
him ; he may fpeak peace to himfelf, till he 
falleth into everlafting flames : .Qpd is AiS 
enemy, the devil is his foe, A;pgels^ 
him, all creatures cry for venj^eance upon 
him: In Ifa. Ivii. 21. There' is no peace Jor 
the wicked, faith my God : No, not a word, 
not a drain of peace for a perfon that is out 
pf Chrift: Therefore, Oh firs, confider in 
what need you ftand of the Prince of peace. 

2. It informs us, that to have peace with^ 
our Creator and Maker, is the f^eet^ and 
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bdlthiiBgin the world; ^phjipw infinitely 
fweet 13 peace! What is fweeter than it r 
Alas ! goods are but duft, pl^^fqres, are but 
tpys^ wit is but a flafh, beauty but ft blaft, 
hbnourbut a rattle, life but a vapour : Oh, 
but peace is far. fweeter than all thofe : Firft, 
becaufe he that hath peace with Gody may 
come boldly to him, Hcb. iv. 16. Secondly^^ 
He that hath peace with God^ :hath com- 
munion and feHowIbip with himt, 1 John 
L 2. Trufy our fello-a^ip is 'mith thejather:^ 
a/ndtoith his Jon Jefus Ckrifi. Thirdly^ He 
lihat is at peace with God, is iJie Ton of G(0d. 
Peace is of all others the raoft Tweet : Oh, it 
13 wine to comfort us, and bread to nourifk 
lis ; it makes a man live comfortably aA4 
chearfuUy. 

3. If Jefus Chrrft the Prince ^of peace,' be 
the caule and foundation of all our future 
jQy^ why then he that wants the Piiince of 
peace; wants all good things; he is the 
miferablcft man in the world, ^that is withr 
out Chrift ; he wants reconciliation with 
God, and interefl in Chrift; he wants the 
fealing and comforting of the fpirit ; juflifir 
cation, and adoption ; he wants the pardon 
of fin, and freedom from |the dominion of 
it ; he wants that favour which is better than 
life, that joy which is unfpeakable and full 
of glory ; and that faith, ,a dram of which ^s 
of more worth than a Icing's ranfom : , ,He 
wants thofe riches which perifh not;, nor 

fadel^ 
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ftddth aWay ; thofe eVictem^es for Jieaveii> 
thaft fail not ; that love Which dies not ; that 
kingdom which (hakes not, 

O beloved, how many things doth thafl: 
poor foul want, that wanteth Chrift ? Heis 
wretched, mi/erable, poor, btind, and naked,. 
Rev. iii. 17. Chrift is a pearl, and whofa- 
ever hath him, can never be poor, andwhio- 
fbever wants him c^n never be rich ; did 
but men fee all in this pearl of price, thett 
would they fell all to pui^chafe it. 

4, If Jeftts Ghrill be the caufe and foun- 
dation of our peace, then it is our greateft 
coneernment tb get into favoiir with this 
Prince of peace, Manyfeek' the ruler's far 
uour^ laith the fcript lire. But Oh, Teek ye 
the favour of this 'Prince ; poor fouls, with- 
out hitn there is no mercy, peace, grace, 
^loty, heaven, crown, nor eternal- life. For 
this is eternM life 9 to knotty thee, the only true 
God, and jfe/tis ,Chr0, tuhom thou hafifent,. 
-J6hn xvii. 4. 

QlJfe. Secondly, By wa'y of examinations 
and felf-tria!, th6 trial of ourfelvesr is the 
ready way to the knowledge of omfelves.. 
Oh Chriftians, would ytiu fee your GpH ?' 
^Then caft your eyes upward ; Would yqix 
fte yourfelves ? Then can your e)^es inward; 
Contemplation is a glafs to fee your God 
in: 'Tis of greater concernment to know 
the eftate of your hearts,' than to knt3w the 
ftatcof the Iringdom. ^ 

. . ^ And 
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And therefore, I befeech .you exatnine 
yourfelves, that you may kn^w whofeyou 
are, while you live, and whether you uiall 
go when you die, and what will become of 
you to all eternity. 

Oh firs, try yourfelves, and fee whether 
you be in the faith, and the faith in you ; 
faith is fuch a grace, that a man cannot be 
be faved without it. and not a man can be 
damned that hath it. 

Oh fee, whether you be in the narrow 
way that leadeth to life, or in the broad 
w^ that leadeth tp death ; whether your 
hearts be in chairs for vice to lit in,*or thorns 
for grace to rule in ; whetheTyou^ ?re one 
ofChrifts fpoufes, or the devil's hiarlots ; 
whether you are heirs of heaven or hell ; 
whether you are fatan's bondsmen, or God 8 
free-men : Examination is the beaten path 
to perftftion, i Cor/ i. 26. t^ot many wife^ 
mighty, nor noble are called. 'Tis not al- 
ways feen, that'the fparkling diamond of a 
great eftate, is fet in the gold ririg of a gra^ 
cious heart. A man may be great with Sauly 
and gracelefs ; rich with Dives, and mifer- 
able: The richeft are oftentimes the poorcflf, 
and the pooreft oftentimes the rieheft. Oh 
how many thread-bare fouls may there be 
found under filken coats, and purple robes ! 
They who live moft downward, die moft 
upward ; a fight of ourfelves in grace, will 
certainly bring us to a fight of ourfelves in 

glory: 
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glory : Thofe fins fhall gever make a hell ioi 
us, that are a hell to us. 'I 

Ufe 3; But it is time for mfe • to turn my 
fpeech into an exhortation ; and O that yoii 
would entourage me. with your refolution to 
obey itiy meffage this day ; that is, to make 
your peace with the Pnnce of peace^ that 
you may be the tru^ fons of peace, aiid 
found rightedus befofe God; (hinihg glori- 
butty in heaven, having peace o^f confciente^ 
and With one another. ^^ . 

Well; 'firs, what fay you in anfwertb my 
meffaige ? fhall the Prince of pfeacebe your 
loveand Lofrd, ydUr joy and delight?' Will 
you kifs the foiirahd make ydur peacfe with^ 
God, ?ind give lip your foiils and liv^s to be 
ruled by hini? Thefe things I exhort ybii 
toi and God eX|Je6ls them at your haiids ; 
but that this exhortation may ftay with you, 
I fliall back it ivith fonnie pYeffingf c6iifidera- 

.1. Confider God's goodnefs tdwardsf men: 
He haith given: you rich nieahs that you 
may make and fecufe your peace with hiifi. 

Firft, He hath given you the Lamb and 
tlie gofpiel;. 

Secondly, He hath griciouily given time 
and Oppoikunity* . . r 

Thirdly^ Mercies and affliftiotts ; ftiercies 
to draw you, and affiiftions to drive you. 

Fourthly-, He hath giveifi you preachers^ 
both inward and outward ; hy outward prea- 

P cherK, 
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(fbtr^ I n^^ap. the isinUlerS' of Chtift> wfta 
befeech and intreat ypif. fo« hift fake %o be 
reconciled toGod^ and inake your peace 
with bacu; by inward preacher^j; I ntean 
your owQ con]&:i€nce^ that judzetb and re* 
l^rov^tih you for. your fins and dbominatiofts* 

j^iftbly^ He hath given you> precepts and 
fl^offliTe^ ;^ pr^epts cominanding you to do, 
aiid proQwiM ailUriog you oC a, glbrious re- 
wara for yow doin^^^ 

Sixthly^/Tbefpintandcoaviftions, Gen. 
vi^ My^ JpiTtt: Jkalk n<k^ always J^ve , with 
Man. Ob bow long will you yet ftand Ojut 
i^inft Godi^^ What;»bavQ yQu te iky agattifi. 
tJiis ? How can youi anfwer this, when you. 
and I (hall appeW' before Gods Judgment- 
feat? Have you any thing tg^ uiy againii: 
tbis ? Oh|/dreadfu{ wiil be your end;, unlefs^ 
you make you(r peace with God ; and there* 
fore, feeiJ^g he hath given ^fe things to 
you, be fure to make/ anH fecure ypur peace 
with him^^ He that livtth in Jtfk wiiimut r^ 
pentance^ JhiM die injtn miMutJprgmen^. 

8, God inviteth you to coitie aim make 

your peace with him» \h^ Iy» i. ^ Oh every 

one that thirfteth came ye to the wdk^^ and^ 

M that hathm ivkon^ <9meye biMjmdatt ; 

yea^ cqme^ and buy mne arid milk x»i^Aa%it 

T^am^f and ztiithout price. ' . ' 

Beloveds here are three corner in; Bin 
text^ to Oiew the infinite; will ingneft of God 
tofa^epoor fi»nnei:$» Soini^v^ Kxii* 17* 
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^t hride ^nd fpirit fAM c&nie, (liere iaVe 
tike ferae agAiti in this text; ^in4 v)hotver will, 
IH him tttie v/ihe -water ofiifc ffeth y and, 
He that is tfdrfiy let hini come. ' Wnat, dire 
the« none tliimy among you ? Do none 
thirll for Chrtft^ g'ratre ana heaven? If you 
come firs, here you may have grace, mercy 
awd happinefe : Now, tor the LorcT s fake 
confider wherefore is all this, but that you 
may make your peace with *Cod? ShaH tlie 
<Joa of lieaven call, and will ybu not hear? 
What win you ratherllay in your fins ^nd 
die, than go to Chrift for life r 0!i firs, go 
to the Prince of peace, that you may have 
peace: If you do not lay your fins to your 
hearts, that you may be humbled for them, 
God will lay them to your charge, that you 
rnayl)e damned for them. 

•3. A third confideration is this, either you 
muft tafte of God's goodnefs or his fury ; 
there is not a man, worhatt, or child among 
you, hut muft partake of the one or the 
other ; your portion will be either joy or 
forrow, either defolation, or confotatioti ; if 
you be not trees for bearing, you muft for 
burning ; if you are not for fruit, you muft 
be for flames ; ff yoii do not fwim in the 
water-works of repentance, yon ihall burn 
in the fite-works or vengeance; if yOu will 
not go and make your peace with God^ that 
you may have heaven, youfhall go to hell, 
for tiot making your peace; one of them 

you 
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you muft do. Oh, firs, I havefet life,.dffath^ 
neaven and hell, bitter and fwee}:, before 
you this day, will you majce your peace 

. with God, or ho ? Will you ftill go on in a 
way of wickednefs, breaking his laws, griev- 
ing his fpirit ? Will you die a natural deaths 
before you live a fpiritual life ? I fay then, 
if you live arid die fo, yqu Ih^iJ be damned 
to all eternity, and piinilhed with the flames 
of hell, and be fent thither^ with loada of 
wrath upon your backs : Yejhall have your 
part in that lake^ which buYneih with jire 

. ani brimftonct which is iheJecGud deqth. He 
thai believes JhalL bejaved^ ai^d^ he that be- 
lieveth not Jhallbe damned, faith our Lord, 
Mark xvi. 16. Oh, iirs, it is better to re- 
pent without perifliihg, than to peri(h wiih- 
out repenting; and tjierefore. Ippjc to it ^s 
>vell as you will, are you ^ble to deal with 
God? Alas! alas! ail the world is but a 
drop of water, in cpmparifon of God, and 
therefore make your peace with him. Heb* 
ii, 3. Howjhaltwe e/cape, if we .negled Jo 
great falvation. 

4. Confider what the damned in hell, 

' would give for thofe offers qf mercy, that 
are npw offered to you: Certainly they 
would give ten thoufand worlds if they had 
. them, \ox thefe opportunities that you enjoy. 
Should God fay to poor wretches that a^-e 
. now fuffering in hell, for their drunkennofs 
upon earth, and their whoring and abomi- 
nations, 
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pationSi as hedothNto us, ComidorrUj alt ^ 
that are -weary and. heavy ladm^ and I. will 
giveyou re/ij Ob, how egiroeftly would they 
run, and catch the word out of ,God'& 

mouth? * 

Oh bej6ved,.the devils are too well ac- 
guaintfid wiihmifery; 10 put by mercy, if it 
were offered tothenu But alas! alasf poor 
damped wretches, there is no dram of mercy 
for them, no not fo much as a drop of 
water tp cool their flaming tongues. Oh, 
that, you would confider this, and make 
your peace with God before death comes, 
which may be the next night for ought you 
know ; if you Iqfe your golden feafon^ you 
lofe your fop Ist Oh therefore, make your 
peace with God, that it may be faid to you, 
fis it was once to Jerufalem, in Luke x. 41:, 
&h that thou hadft known in this day, the 
things that concAm thy peace, but nbw they 
are hidi from thy eyes. Here was a weeping, 
and fad word to Jerufalem* Alas !• now it 
is hid from their eyes, their golden feafon 
is gone, there is no peace to be had ; and 
therefore I beg of you, as tljiough I were 
condemned, and begging for my life, fo I 
beg of you, in the bowels of Cbrifl, and for 
your fouls fake, make your peace with God. 

.5, Serioufly confider; the multitude offings 
thou drt guilty of, even^mpre than the hairs 
of my head, or the fand on the; fea fhore, 
or the ftars in the. heaven, which are. innu- 
merable. 
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sterable^ Hmh David, 7)^y are more ikan 
the kahrsjofmy head, FfaL xL 12. 

hAIus ! erne of thy fins were enoagh to fink 
thee into hfcH for ever ; what advantage doth 
Div«s jreap in hell, of all the delicate ban- 
<jiietshe had on earth? Oh, think of that 
time, wlierein you (hall he afraid of nothin;g^' . 
tmyoar wiekednefs;, and gtory in nothing 
tfut your i^oiinefs. Sin i& Tike a ferpent in 
the boTorii, that is 'flinging ; or like a thief 
in the dofet^ that is itealing; like poifon in 
the ftomach ; or like a fword in the bowels, 
that is killing. Somfe are in hell already, 
for tbe {kmt fin tboiii liveft in, and if thou 
%wt and dife without Chrift, thou -fhak e'er 
Jong be wiih them; therefore I fay^ make 
your peace with God. 

6. CtMilider, there is more bitterneft fol» 
lowing upon fins endings than ever there 
were fweetnefs flowing from finsaftings^ 
you that fee nothing but well in its commif- 
lion, Will fuffer nothing but woe in its con- 
ciufion. It is better to forgo the pleafure of 
fin, tha« to undergo the pam of it : You that 
fin for your i^fofit^ will never profit By your 
fii|f ; he that doth the works of fin, fhall never- 
reap the joys of heaven ; fin is both fhame- 
^ul and wicked ; it damdeth men in this 
woVW, ►and that which is to come : It*s like 
Jddas, tfiiatfirft falutes us, but at lafl betrays 
us ; o^' like Delia, to fmile ifl our faces, awd 
l)et¥ays u^iniour enemies h^ds. Oh, frn- 

pers. 
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i^tn^ think of dhis, and part vitH year fins^ 
that you miry meet <wkh your Saviour, ana 
atake your peace with bfra* 

7. Confider die lied;vry jadgmetits that 
hang over your heads ) you lye opeb to all 
the judgments hi< this life) and that wikfth is 
to come. Oh youfintiers^ the day ishafting 
upon you, wherein you mil have raifery 
without mercy, fbrrow without fiiccour, pain^ 
without eafe, ppnifhinent without pity, and 
corraent without end, unlefs repentance do- 
prevent,. 2 Thef. i. 7. The' Lord Je/usjkalt 
b^ revealed from heaven^ with his mighty 
Aiigelt inflaming fire^ . taking vengeance on 
Ahem that know not God, and' that obey not 
the gqfpel of ofw Lord J^fus Chryi, whojhalt 
he ftimyhed mtk ever lining deftruStion, Jrom 
ike the fire/inee cfthe Lord, and from the 
glory of his power : Oh let the hearing of 
thi&, prevent the feeling of it, poor (inners, 

8. And laftly, if none of the former ar* 
guments, or coufiderations prevail with yort^ 
to make yonr peace with the Prince of peace^ 
yet let this one Ibefcech you, and that is the 
readinefs and willingnefe of God to give 
Chrift,. and he to give himfelf to you. Oh 
finners, is God willing to give his fon, andB 
are you not willing to receive him ? Con- 
fides the willingnefs of Go4, Behold IJiand^ 
at the door and knock, if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in unto" 
him,^ and willfup with him. 

Mark 
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Marki finncrs^ here behold'Lfiand ; >vhd? 
I tijat have. heaven) I and a crowfi.to give, I 
that have ill I joys td give, and myfelf ; do 
(laiid and knbcjt; ferioiifly confiderthJs poor 
iinners ?. Who is it that, ftands at the doot 
qf.ypur hearts and knocks ? Why> it is the 
King of faints,* the Prince of })cace, thri . 
xnignty God, and: wHl you inot' open to 
him? What are you unwilling to be.faved, 
to go to heaven^ and be h^ippy for ever ? 
What are you uh willing to be delivered 
firom fatan, fin, and.from the flames of hell ? 
if you be willing, then make your peace 
with Godi for he is willing to open.heai- 
ven to you/ if you be but willing to open, 
your hearts to him j he is willing to lave 
ypUj if you be willing ^o be fav.ed ; he is 
willing to give you Chriftf if yon be wil- 
ling to receive him::. And therefore poor 
fouls, let thefe confiderat?onff provoke you 
to go for lilei to the J^ofd, oft life, to go 
for. peace' to the Prince of peaces to go for 
;race to the God of grace :• W:ere meniib 
[iligent to do their b.eft^ God is^fo diligent, 
he would forgive the worft. 
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SERMON VIII. 

T/^tf ELfiCT PRECIOUS. 
Cant. v. i6. He is altogether Lovely, 

t 

DoGtrinCj J^Jus Chriji is Infinitdy and Su^ 

pcrlaiively Lovdy. 

T XTHOcan be.weary of preaching, hear- 
W irig, reading or learning Chnft, who 
is fo precious aad lovely ? M^bomet is thc5 
Turks lovci .Mofes \s the Jews JpVe, but 
Chrift is, a believer's love. 

I (hali now ihake fome entrance; upoA 
Chriil's fixth famous title, TheMc^ Precis 
ms; this you have in i PeL ii, 6^ 

From this exceHent.titlei I fcall lay dowii 
two propositions. 

J)a^. 1. That JjBfiisCihrift the Mediator, 
is G od the Father. £ie^. I pray marJc^ firs^ 
there is a three-fohieleft of Goo. 

1. Theeleft JefusChrift; ifa.,xlii. u Be^ 

ho Id. my Jhumti My eU3i^ feith .the fa^er^ 
ipeaking of Chri^n:. 

2, :Tne eleft Ang^ls^ io i Tim* V, ai^ ./ 
charge, tiut before God^ and our Lord^ J(fys 
C&ryl^ mifid ike deB Angds. 

g. The deft ifaints,.. and for this, fee Col. 

ill. . 12m ^ut on ther^ort ds the deS, of God, 
holy a/nd beloved, bowels of mercy. /JBut alas! 
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what are the ele£l Angels; or ele£i faints, to 
theElefl precious ?^It is only bleffed Jefus 
that is the elefl: precious. But I fliafl not 
ft and upon this point, but proceed to the 
fecond. ] 

Po6i^ 2. And that is this, That a crucified 
and glorified Chrift, is very precious to all 
believing faints. 

In handling of this point, I Ihall ftiew you 
five things. 

1. That he is precious. 2. He is m©ft 
precious. 3. He is all precious. 4. He is 
always precious. 5. And why he is fo. 

1. That he is precidiis. Jefiis Chrift is 

{>recious three ways, to God, Angels and 
aints; 

1. To God the father; and this will ap- 
pear by what God the father hath faid him- 
felf of his fon, Ifa. xlii. 1. My ele&in whom 
my foul delighteth. Here you fee Chriftians^ 
what God laid of Chrift; the foul of God, 
delights in the fon of God. So again. Mat. 
iii. 17. This is my beloved fon^ in whom I 
* am wellpleafed. 

Oh, how^ precious is Chrift to God the 
father ! Thd Lord Jefus, though he was a 
man of forrdw, yet he was riot a man of 
fin ; he had Gorredion, but no corruption ; 
he that was a way to others, never went 
out of the Way himfelf. Jefus Chrift muft 
needs bej^ecibus to the father, becaufe he 
nevoF dilpeafcd him in any things Jp^^ 

viife, 
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viii 2gp Chrift there fpeaking of himfeli, 
I do always the things tnat pleafe him^ faid 
our Lord Jefus. • 

Oh friends, it will be your glory, hpnour 
and happinefs another day, if in this day 
you do the things that pleafe God; So did 
Chrift here, / do always thofe things that 
pleafe him. He did not always flay in a 
place, but he went about doing goody Afts 

^- 38. 

And truly firs, if people were not made 
better by his conaing, they might thank 
themfelves, for he went about domg \good, 
laying open the fcriptures to their under- 
flandings. - 

2. He is very preciQUS to the Angels, as 
well as to the father; the Angels were very 
joyful at the birth of Chrifl their Lord ; 
Tney Jung, praifes to God on high^ Luke ii. 
14. See with what joy and triumph the 
Angels fung, at the birth of Chrifl! Oh, 
how precious is Chrift to the ele£l Anjgels ! 
" The Angels adore him. Let all the Angels . 
^ God worjhip him, Heb. i. 6. The Lord 
of hotts is worfhipped by an hofl of Angels : 
Let all the Angels of God wor/hip him. 

Secondly, The Angels defire to pry into 
the myfteries 6fthegofpel of grace, as you 
may fee, 1 Pet. i. 42. The Angels, though 
they are glorious to all eternity, look upon 
it as not below them, to pry into Chrift's 
myftery. Oh firs, the Angels are dqfirous 

to 
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to know thfife things which we P€gle3r to 
know; 

Thirdly, The Angels ftand before him as 
waiting men to ferve God, and to ferve 
fuch » are his ; when he bids them go^ they 
go; *c0nie arid\|hey come; dp this, gnd 
they do it : They do all his commands. Pfal. 
ciii. 20. * / 

Jcfus Chrift is the Creator, Lord, and head 
of Angels, Col. i. 16. The fon of God, 15 
very precious tp the Apgels of God* Do 
you fee, firs, how precious Chrift is to the 
Angels of God ? And well he may, for in- 
deed he is the precipias jewel in tpe cabinet 
of glory. 

Q. Jefus Chrift is precious to the r2iint5, as 
wejl as to the father afid Angejs, i Pet. ii. 7^ 
you have there a full text to this purpofe. 
Unto you therejore x»hich believe^ he is pre^ 
cious. Chrift is a believers all : Now, that 
wliich is his all, muft-needs be precious ; he 
is all that he hath^ or enjoys; whatever 
they are worth, it is he that maketh them 
worth it: it is not worth a mans while tp 
live, unlefs he live in Chrift ^ he is the gain 
of a believer^ living or dying ; fo that whatr 
ever is good for a believer, he muft fay, for 
this I am beholding to Chrift, (faith he) AU 
things are. yours, and ye are his. 

Now, firs, let me give you a more parti- 
cular account of the chriftian's wortn^ aq 
inventory of his efiate ; and all along I ftiatl 

fhevf 
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(hew you, Aat Chiift is the vrortlii of all that. 
What is^k tkatmakcth a. believer fo preci- 
ous aaii 6xx:elknt ? Wbjr, t'is fuch things, as 
(hefe. ' 

. 1. He is a living .10am 2. He is a feeing 
man; ^^ He is a perfon of honour. 4, He 
hatb a great deal of jo}r» anci hopes of more. 
K^ He is righteous and holy : In a word, be 
19 faved at lafh Thcfe arc things that make 
a chrillian fo excellent a perfon, and he 
hath none of thefe hut by C"rift. 

1. This is the excellency of a Chriftian, 
that he is a living man ; there is no man on 
earth can in a fpirttual fenfe be called a liv^ 
ing man, but a believer; all men are dead, 
but they that believe. You know it was 
fdidot the Prodigal, while he lived in bis 
fin, he was dead, Tkis my Jim that was 
dekcfy is now alive ; when he believed, then 
Jie was alive. 

No w^ firs, as it is in the thinjjs of natifre, 
life is the valuableft thing which we have. 
Skin /orjkitij and all that a man hatk, wiil 
}i€ ^ivtjdr hds life ; a man will rather part 
with his livelihood, than with his life, be- 
caufe it is dear to him. Now beloved, if 
natural life be fo defiraWe, what is a fpirit- 
ual, that which in fcripture is called the 
life of God? Now, the believer is the only 
living man, every other n»an is Ipiriiually 
dead V But now how comes the believer to 
jive ? By whom doth he live 1 Why it is by 
' /• ' ^ ^ Chrill 
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Chrift Jefus, Gal. ii. 20. I am cruci/ied 
with Chriftj notwUk/ianding I live/ What 
crucified, and yet live? Yes, Chrift was 
crucified, and yet lives : And fo did Pad, 
in refemblance and conformity to Chrift, / 
live, (fays he) yet not /, but Chri/l which 
lives in me ; and the life which I now live in 
thefiejh, I live by the faith (^ the fan of God. 
So that Paul will ndt call his life his own, 
but only as h^ deriveth it from Chrift. 

2. Tne excellency of a believer lies in 
this, that he \% a (eeing man; it is fight 
which puts the difference between perTbn 
aiid perfon.^ It is a melancholy thing to be 
born blind, or to be blind after a man is 
born. Now, all men are either^born blind, 
or blinded after they are born ; or both. 

Now beloved, wauld you know how pre- 
cious fight is ? Afk a blind man who once 
could fee : We read of a poor man, who 
comes running to Chrift, and cries out, 
. Lord have mercy upon me : Why, what 
mercy was it that he begged^with fo much 
eamcftnefs ? O Lord that I may receive my 
\fight. Now firs, if in nature the having the 
fight of our eyes, be a thing that makes us 
fo much the more excellent than otherwife, 
he ftiould be without it ; Oh then how much 
value ftiould we put upon this fpiritual light, 
which refers to our fouls? We can much 
better want the eyes of our heads, than the 
eyes of our unclcrftandings. 

Now, 
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Now, in a fpirital fenfe, there's no feemff 
man but a believer ; no man faw Chrift 
favingly, but they who faw hira believin^ly ;: 
every man but a believer^ walks in darknefs. 
The Apoftlei Eph. v* 8* tells us fojnewhat 
to this fiurpok, You Zi^rejbmdimes darkne/s, 
now are you light in the Lord,, in the Lx)rd 
Jefus Chrift ; you fee the believer doth fee^ 
he W2ls as dark, and blind ^s others^ till he 
was in the Lord, and no fopner was he i» 
him, but he was light. - 

3. The excellency of the believer lies ii> 
this, that he is a very beautiful and honout- 
able perfon. Now, beauty and honour, are 
the taking andravifhing things of this world ; 
all but belic^lers are. deformed perfons, thqrc 
is no beauty nor comeline& why they fliould 
be defired; bust the befieveris a very beau* 
tiful perfon in the eyes of God, Ezek, xyL 
13, 14. And I put a jewel on thy forehead^ 
and ear rings in thy ears ; and 10 he goes 
on and fays, Thou waft exceeding beauti^ul^ 
and did/l pro/per into a kingdom. But now 
mark^ how fce came by this beauty, in thfe 
next verfe^ And thy renorvn wentjorth among 
the heathen for thy heauty,Jor it wasperfeEiy, 
through the comelinejs which I put upon thee, 
Jaith the Lord : She was not only beautiful 
in the eyes of the Lord, but fhe had her 
beauty a;iro from him. And as they are thua 
lovely and taking in the eyes of God,. £> 
aJfo of good Angels and Saints : For as glo- 
rious 
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riotts a place &$ Qbeairea ik, the. Angels tiiinic 
it not beiaw them^ to wait upon tne images 
and pi£lures of iChrJft here below ;. that is^ 
to 4/^it upon believers/and to be^ their Lord s 
guardian here upon earth : Are they not 
miniftering fpirits, .^m rforth to minidcr for 
-them^ who iihould be heirs of falvation ? 
But this is ixJt all they do for them^ they 
will not leavi them- when, they die, but take 
^icfe lovely Ibuk, and tranfport them to A 
better country than ever this world was ta 
tbem^; for it is ho paradox to Jay this. Thai 
ikire<s na h^lieP^rg^es ^to heavtn^ but in the 
atms 4^ Angels, Luke ^xvi# In that parabp- 
heal hiftory of Divdsatld Lauras, &ysthd 
text, Laziipusdied; believing Lazarus.died» 
and his foul was carriedrby Angels in: Abra- 
hams bofom, that is, to^heaven. O what 
^n honour have believers in their deaths that 
ihe very Angels tranfport their fouls to hea- 
ven ! And they alfo are lovely and honour- 
able in the eyes of all good J men ; the truth 
is, there isfcarce any man fit company for 
believers, but themfeives : and therefore 
fays the Apoftle, Be not unequally youkedf 
believers with unbeHex^ers. 

Now, good men are much taketi with a 
believer, though he be a ftranget to them 
on all other accounts ; they are very fond 
of one another in this worlds and .had rather, 
fuffer together, than live with other-men* 
Now this makes' a believer To excellent, and 

honourable 
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honourable ia the eyes of God, Angels and 
men. Now all this beauty and honour they 
have frona Chrift, fee the text before quoted^ 
to you toko believe, he is an honour : So the 
words may be read. 'Tis Chrift that makes 
them honourable in the eyes of God, and 
ill the eyes of Angels, and good nien ; all 
that beauty and honour they have, is thro* 
Chrift, he is their worth in eVery capacity. 

4. That which makes a believer fo excel- 
lent, is, that he hath joy 4 others have none, 
but that which.is hot Worth the having. 

Alas! the joy of the • hypocrite, what is 
it, but as tfa^ crackling ot thorns under a 
pot ? But a believer hath a joy that no maa 
intermedleth with, nor partakes of. But 
how, where hath he his joy ? Why, in and 
from the Loxd. Thefe things I fpeak, fays 
Chrift, that my joy might be in you. They 
have it from the Lord, and having it from 
hitn, they rejoice in fiim. We rejoice in 
Chrift Jefus, ffays Paul) and have no con* 
fideace in the tlefti. 

5. Have they hope ? It is from Chrift ; 
and indeed none have it but they ; for with- 
out God, Chrift, and hope are put together, 
in £ph. ii. 12. But the believer hath good 
hope, and this bears up many timesi 

Alexander thought this fo braye a thing, 
that when he gave this man whole countries, 
and to another vaft treafures, being afked, 
what he would keep for hirnfelf, fays he, 

R . "Iwili 
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^H will keep hope:" for he thought it 
enough for fa h rave and great a foul as his>. 
to hope for that which would make him do 
whatever he was able, or any one could 
think. 

The hopes of mercy, joy and peace, will 
carry a man through thoufands of difficul- 
ties. The believer has his hope from Chrift, 
Cok i. 27. Chrijlin you the hope of glory. 

6: Are they wife, righteous and holy ? 
None are fo but they ; every fmner is a fool,, 
and therefore in fcripture it is called by the 
name of a foolifli man ; he plays the fool all 
the time he fpends out of the rear of God; 

Now, the believer is a wife, righteous^ and 
holy man: But hdw cOmes he to be thus? 
TaKe an account of it in 1 Cor. i. qo. Pray 
mark here, Chrift is the all of a believer. 
Of him (ire ye in Chrift Jefus^ who of God is 
made to us wi/dom, righteoufnefSi fhriEiifica- 
tion and redemption. 

Laftly, In a wordi they are faved ? And 
none are fayed but believers; for, fays Chrift, 
He that' believes, Jhall be faved y and he that 
believes not, fhall be damned. 

The believer is already in the ftate of fiil- 
vation, as th6 unbeliever is in the ftate of 
damnation ; by nature toe are all children of 
wrath. Faith in Jefus Chrift, is the means 
that God appoints to free us from being 
children of it. He that believes is paft this, 
and (hall not be condemned/ but faved; 

and. 
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«nd how comes he to be faved ? It is by be- 
lieving in Chrift? 

Thus you fee, nojie can make the be- 
liever excellent and precio4is, but Chrift 
it is he, that is thefoujrce of* all their future 
joy and happinefs. A believer, had rather 
liave Chrift without heaven, th^a heaven 
without Chrifh Whom have I in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth which / 
dejire bejidesthce^ *V{d\. Ixxiii. 25. 

Let a believer fearch. heaven and earth, 
yet he will find nothing comparabJe to God ; 
to be like to him is our hdppinefs, and to 
draw near to him is our hohn^^ls* You will 
fay, life, freedom and health is precious, or 
gold and filver ; indeed ihey are in their 
l^laces, but nothing in comparifon of Jefus x 
Chrift, 

Mark firs. What the Apoftle faith, Phil. 
iii. 8* Yea^ doubtlefs I count all things but 
lofsj far the excellency of the knowledge of 
Je/us Chrift my Lord. 

I account all things but lofs, that I may 
win Chriii; what i& our life but. a warfare? 
And what is the world but, a thorow-fare? 
It is only the beft of beings that can beftow 
the beft of blelfiagsi. 

0!how good is a believer's God, that 
doth not only flaorten his pilgrimage for 
him, but fweejtens it. to him! Oh, Chrift 
is a believers all : &y faith we have an in- 
tereft in. Chrift, and having an intereft in 

him. 
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•hrro, we have it in ail things ; the believer 
is the only blefled and happy man, Rev« 
XXL 7# He that over<:ameth, Jhall inherit 
ail things. 

O ! what a glorious inheritance -are they 
born to, that are new born ! AH things are 
theirs, what can they defire raore ; all that 
Chrift hath is theirs; his wifdom is theirs 
to teach them, his love is theirs to pity 
them, his fpirit is theirs to comfort them, 
his word is theirs tocounfel them, his mercy 
is theirs to fa ve them, his Ange-ls are theirs 
to guard them, his righteoufnefs is theirs' to 
juuify them, his power is theirs to proteft 
them, and his glory is theirs to crown them. 

1. Chiifl is the gieateft gift that^ God can 
give, or we can receive, God Jo loved the 
worlds that he gave his only begotten Jon i 
this is more than if he had given us all the 
world ; for God hath but one fon, and can 
jnake no more ; but he can make more 
worlds at his pleafure ; tliis gift is God him-» 
felf, and he can give us no greater gifts than 
himfelf : We may fay, as one faid to Caefar^j 
when he gave him a great reward, — ^* This 
'^* is too great a gift, (faid he) for me to rc-r 
<* ceive ; — but it is not too great for me to 
'^ give," (faid Caefar.) 

2. As he hath given us Chrift, He will 
give Its all things et/e^ Rom. viii. 32. He is 
the one thing needful; yea, he is that gift 
pf God, if thou knowifl that gift^ faid our 

Saviour^ 
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Saviour, John iv* 10. thou v^ouldfl have qfit* 
edfor it, and begged it of me. 

Why is Chrift called the gift of God? 
furely God hath given us more gifts than 
one ; true, but as one fun is of more worth 
than all the ftars, fo ddth this gift excel 
them all, according to the proverb, — ^^ We 
** Wefs not God for Wars when the fun ftiines ; 
*rfor when it (hines the ftars appear not/* 

3. He is the choiceft gift that God hath 
to give ; other gifts he gives promifcuoufly 
to good and bad, fo no man knoweth love 
or hatted, by any thiilg that is before him, 
EccK ix. !• Judas had the bag, and Dives 
fared dciicioufly every day, when Lazarus 
would have been glad of his crums ; but 
God never gives this gift to any but whom 
he loves with his deareft, fpecial, and eter- 
nal love. 

4. Chrift is <sl gift that is given but to very 
few, here one, and there another ; miliionis 
of millions, perifti for .not knowing and 
trufting in Chrift : Though your foul is of 
more worth than a world, yet this is little to 
what Chrift is worth ; it is he that makes us 
biefled in life, happy in death, and glorious 
after it. 

5. The Lord Jefus is the fweeteft gift of 
all others, for if God gives us Chrift, then he 
gives us all other gifts in his iove, and they 
come as bleflings fweetened to us ; they that 
have this, fliall. never want ; TheyQung lions 

dQ 
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do lack andfnffer hunger^ but they thatjeei 
the Lord JhalL Twt want any good thing,^ 
PfaL xxxiv. Now put all this together, and 
you will fee that Ch rift is moft precious. 

Thirdly, He is altogether precious \ I told 
you the laft day, that Chrift is precious ; 
and indeed I told you the truth, for they are 
not only my fayings, but God's faying, there- 
fore they are true. 

1. His nanxe is precious, he is called a 
precious Jlone, in Ifa. xxviii. i6. 

2. Again in i Pet. i. 19. his blood is 
there cdWtdi precious Uoodi yet he died for 
pur deaths that Wjs mig:ht live his life. 

^^Ix^ 2 Pet. i. J*, Faith is there called j&r^- 
^ious faith; thie leatt grain of which, is of 
inore worth than all the gold in Europe. 

;4- Chrift's promifes, are called great and 
precious promifes : Why ? Becaule they are 
great for th?ir extent, and precious for iheir 
excellencies 

5. His gifts apd graces are precious^ Prov^ 
iii. XV. More precious than ruHes ; all things 
that thou can defire are not to be compared 
to them.. . 

6, In Ifa.. xliii. 4. Since, thou haji been. 
precious in my Jight^ thou haft, been honour- 
able'.. Here you' fee the members otChrift 
are called precious. 

Gracelefs men look upon God's people as 
call a ways, but. he, will give whole king- 
doms for their ranfom ; wicked men may 

call 
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call the faints faftious, but God calls them 
precious. j . ^ 

Well, there's a time coming when Chiift 

v^ill laugh at the ungodly, for laughing at 

. godlinefs ^ though hoHnds be that which a 

finner fcorns, yet it is that which a'Saviour 

Growns. 

7. The reproaches of Chrift are precious^ 
in Heb. xi. 26. EJieeming the reproaches of 
Chrifl^ greater riches than the treafufes of 
Egypt. It K npt here faid that Mofes did 
eileeffl the perfon, members, *or priviledge 
of Chrift, or the glory of him», greater riches 
than the tfeafures of Egypt ; but heefteems 
the reproaches of Chrift abdve all the trea^ 
^Mtes of the £aft. ... 

Affliflions and reproaches fbr Chrift are 
good and preeious, Pfal. xxxix. g. I was 
dumb, and opened not my mouthy faith David. 
W^y? becaufe* fhou didft it. Iwasfilent, 
I did not fpeak. . ^ 

/ Sorrows and affliftions were endured by 
Chrift, who is the fweeteft good ; he was a 
man offorrows, and acquainted with grief,. 
iTa. liii. 3. 

That muft needs be good that fits and 
prepares us for a glorious eftate, the eter- 
nal good. Now, thus doth affliftion. It 
was good for me that I was offliEiedj faith 
David, Pfal. cxix. 17. Do you fee chriftians?' 
Itvrasgoodforme^ (faith David) that I was 
aflided. 

But 
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; But yoa VfUf fay, why was k fo g5od? 
look in the 67 verfe, and there is the reaibn; 
fbr, fays he, before I was cMiBed^ I went 
ajiray ; a very (atisfa&ory answer, and there-- 
fore it mas good for me tfMt I was affli£led. 
So again in 2 Cor. iv. 18. For our light 
qffliSlions, which are but for a moment ^ . work 
for us 9 a far more exceeding and eterrial 
weight of glory. 

O Chriftians ! under the greateft troubles, 
lieth your greateft treafures ; affli£llous are 
good, but not pieafant ; fin is pleafant, but 
not good ; there's mare evil m a drop of 
corruption, than there i^ in a fea of afflic*^ 
tions ; God by affli£i:ion feperates the fi» he 
hates fo deadly, from the loul he loves fo 
dearly : by the greateft affliBion he teacheth 
Tus.thefweeteftinftru'ftion, A believer, when 
.he lies, under that hand that doth affli3 
.him, he Hes in that heart that doth aSefl 
him : Believers are crucified by the world, 
that they may be crucified to the world ; 
the flefh is an enemy to fufferings, becaute 
it is an enemy to the flefh ; it may make a 
man an earthly courtier, but it will never 
^ake him an heavenly martyr ; they that 
carry not the yoke of Ch rift upon their 
tiecks, will never carry his crofs upon their 
backs; but a belieyerJludics more how to 
adorn the croCs, than how to avoid it ; none 
fo couragious as thofe who are religious* 
A believer never falls afleep for Jef^is, till he 

falls 



- Tht ^leB; Predoiis. li^ 

» . ... 

falls afleep in him; foni^ glory^in that which- 
is their ftiaiiie, afad (hall we be afliamedbf 
that which is Our glory? It is aln honour 
to be diftionoured for Jefus Ghrift : Tell rtitf, 
believer, is not Chrift with his crofs, bet- 
ter than the wortd with its cfowii ? 

Suppofci chriilian, the furnace to be^heat 
feven tirttes hoter, its but to make you feveri 
times bettet- ; fiery tfial nlake golden chrif- 
tians : Sitt hath brought many a believcif 
' into fuflfefings^ and fufj^ring hath kept many 
a believer out of finnirlg ; they that are herei 
croffed for well living, fliall hereafter be 
crowned for well dying : The Ibfing of our 
heads makes wdy fof the receiving of crowns; - 
God will fealott biiir ^effels with the watet 
of affliftio&85 befote he pocirs iii the wxhe 
of glory. 

4. Jefus chrift ii ilidre jirfecious to a be- 
liever than a thoufand worlds, becaufe he 
is alwiys with therti in their trials, trbiibles j 
ftraits and afflitlions ; in all their affliftions 
he was aflfliaed, faith the text. Oh firs, who 
would not luffer with fuch a companion as 
this ? Wheri thoii pajjetk through the water I 
mir^e-mth thee, and thf rivers Jhall not 
overflow thee ; when thou udkeji through the 
fire thoujhalt not be bu^iied^ neither Jhall the 
flame Mndle upon ihee,l[a. xHii. 2. Chrift 
is With yoU in the fire, in the Water", and iri 
Ae prifori, in all place 5 and at all times, he 
'^ever leaves you nor/or/akesyouyiitb. Xiii. 5. 

S He 
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He is with you in life and in death, he goeth 
to the death bed, and to heaven with you. 
Jefus Chrift is our beft friend. Cant. v. i^. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend, ye 
daughters oj Jery/alem. 

1. Jefus Chrift is a faithful, compaflionate 
. and everlafting friend. God in giving him 

S to us, gave his very heart for us ; Now be- 

loved, how can Jefus Chrift be but precious 
to a believer, who is thus always with them^ 

Fifthly and laftly, Why is Jefus Chrift fo 
precious to believers ? 

!• Becaufe he is a believer's life, GoL iii. 
When Chrift who is our lifeJhaU appear, then 
Jhall we appear with him in glory. 

There is a threefold life that flowis from 
our Saviour, viz. a life of grace, comfort 
and gfory. 

2. Jefus Chrift is precious to believers, 
becaufe he is their light. Alas ! alas ! till 
we be in Chrift we are in darknefs, it is in 
his light that we fee, Eph. v. 14, Awaktj 
thou that Jleepe/ty and arife from' the dead, 
and- thrift Jhall give thee Ught. 

g. Chrift is precious to believers, becaufe 
he is their food, myftejh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed, John vi. Oh what 
cnoice fare have they, that have Chrift to 
feed on : Oh foul, whatever thou art, that 
hath not him to feed on^ thy bread is but 
p^riOiing. 1 

4. Jeuis Chiift is prScious to believers,. 

becaufe 
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becaufe he is their ftrength ; take a man that 
is out of him, and he hath no ftrength to 
withftand, or to overcome ; Without 7W<? (faith 
Chrift')jvir can do nothing, John xv. When 
we were without ftrength, he died Tor us. 

5. He is precious to believers, becaufehe 
is their righteoufnefs and holinefs; the ter- 
ror of his enemies^ and the portion of his 
people. 

I might in a few particulars, anatomize 
the believer, and begin with his head, and 
fhew you .all that he knows^ of the things 
of God, he is beholding to Ch rift for it:, 
(fays Paul,) God who hath Jhined^ into our 
hearts by the Light of the go/pel in the face of 
Chrifi. All the knowledge of God, gofpei- 
light, and fpijritual things, we have all from 
Chrift. 

If you contider the believer in his heart, 
and find there a broken, tender and honeft 
heart, or a w^v^ covenant heart, how comes 
he by this ? Why, he hath it only from him, 
in whom the new covenant is made. 

Confider the believer in his graces, as 
faith, love, patience and humility, &c. he 
hath all from Chrift, John i. ig. Of his fill- 
ne/s we have all received^ and grace Jor 



grace. 



Confider him in his life, He is an honefl: 

and juft man ; who made him to differ ? 

Why is he not fo full of cheating tricks as 

other men? Why, he hath not fo 1' * -ed 

^ Chrift; 
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he teacheth him to live at a more holy rate 
than others do: So that if the believer be 
better than others in his Uf?^ he muft fay,, 
thanks be to my Saviour for that ; before I 
lived as vainly as others did, but now, have 
reafon |to believe I have an in te re ft in my 
bleffed Redeemer. 

Confider the believer in his priviledges ; 
he is the fon ot God, and it is by nira, 
that he is fo, John i. 1 2. To as many as re- 
ceived him, he gave power to become the Jons 
of God, even to them that believed in his namg^ 
So that if he *be the fpn of God^^ he inul^ 
thank his Saviour for it : Is he one of the 
chofen generation? He muft thank him foy 
it; for It is in, and by him alope, that we 
have all the good which we enjoy. 

Confider him in his fotn forts, he hath no^ 
ofte good day, but it is from* Chrift: Hath 
he comfort in ordinances, in the fociety of 
faints, and in prayer? He muft thank his 
Saviour for all this. 

And thus I have given you a brief anatomy 
of the chriftian, and ft\ewed you that Chriit 
is his all in all ; whatever he is worth, he is 
beholding to Chrift for it. Now put all this 
together, and fee what reafon there is that 
Chrift ftiould be precious to believers ; and 
is it any wonder that thefe fouls are ena- 
moured with him, that they think their 
lives not worth th^ living, but for him and 
his fake ? 

. Application^^ 
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Application. TKe firft ufc fhall be for ex* 
lamination and felf-trial. You have heard 
that Chrift 13 precious to God, Angels and 
faints. Riit now. Oh foul, is he precious 
to thy foul ? Iffo, then all that which is 
precious to him, is the fame to you. 

O ! that men would deal truly with their 
own fouls : Maojr talk of grace, but few, 
very few taile of u ; every one doth not live 
like a chriiliari, that looks like one ; every 
one doth not walk like a chriflian, that 
talks like one; many know what is to be 
done, but never do what is to he known ; 
many^we^r Chrift's livery, arid do the devil's 
drudgery ; many have hands as white as 
wool, and their hearts as black as hell ; 
many think themfelYes affuredly going to 
heaven, as if they were already dwelling 
there ; mapy think it {hall go well with them 
hereafter, becaufe it is fo well with them 
here : many lye down with fucli hopes in 
their beds of reft, which they dare not lie 
down withal in their beds of duft; many 
appear righteous, who are only fo in ap- 
pearance ; but fuch as deceive others with 
a falfe Jhew of hoHnefs, will undoubtedly 
deceive themfelves with a falfe fhew of hap- 
-pinefs. 1 

Remember chriftians, that the fbeeps coat 
fhall be taken off from the wolves back ; If 
there be nothing done by your foub on earth., 
^jhere will be nothing done for your fouls in 

heaven ; 



«S4 I'k^ EleB Precious. 

heaven ; there's no malcing out our falvation^ 
but by working out our falvation. 

God binds up none in the bundle of life, 
but thofe who are the the heirs of it, there 
16 no living a life that is vicious, and then 
dying a death that is righteous. O there- 
fore examine yourfelves. I fhall propofe 
four queftions to be aniwered by your own 
hearts, i- What intereft have you in himJ^ 
2. What influence have you from him ? 
g. What affeftions bear you to him ? 4. 
what preparations make you for hira? 

O chriftians, that you .would confider 
well thefe weighty things. Tell me O foui^ 
what did Judas get by his deceitful dealing ? 
Nothing but a halter, in which his body was 
hanged; and a fire, in which his foul was 
burned. Though the earth may keep a .. 
wicked man living^yet heaven will not take 
a wicked man dyjng. I fay therefore, ex- 
amine your yourfelves. * 

2. I fhall fpeak a little by way of exhor?- 
tation, and fo conclude. 

1. If Jefus Chrifl be fo precious, O then 
open the door of your affeflions to him, 
that he may opgn the door of falvation to 
you ; open to the God of glory, that he 
may. make you glorious. Behold the God 
of heaven ftands at the door of your hearts 
and knocks. Rev. iii. 20. Behold IJland at 
the door and knock, if any man will heaT 
my voicCjf and open the door, I will come into 
' . hiyn^ 
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him, anifwb with him^ and he mith me ; he 
knocks by nis word, by his rod, by his fpi- 
rit, by his mercies^ by his judgments, and 
by confcience. Now finners, will not you 
open the door of your'hearts to Chrift, that 
he may open the door of heaven to you ? 
If you fhut him out of your hearts, he will 
fhut you out of heaven ; and what will 
you get by that ? O firs, he hath gold to 
enrich you, wine to chear you, bread to 
nourifh you, righteoufnefsi to juftify you, 
mercy to fave you, and happinefs to crown 
you^. 

Let all that which is precious to God, be 
the fame to you. 1. The fon of God. 2; 
The book of God. 3. The day of God. 
4. The ordinances of God. 5* The mini- 
llersof God. 6. The people of God, O 
let thefe be precious to you ; the people of 
(God are very precious to him ; a faint is a* 
glorious in his greateft raifery, as a finner' 
is miferablfe in his greateft glory. 

The Lord give a bleffing to what has* 
been delivered. 
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S E R M O N IX. 

WONDERFUL. 

Cant. v. 16. He is altogether Lovely. 

l>oQrine> Jefus Chriji is Infinitely and Su- 

perlativefy Lovely. 

TO be in a ftate of grace, is to be mifer- 
able no more, but to enjoy eternal 
felicity and Jhappinefs ; having communion 
with their bleffed Saviour, aR<l fahdiified 
fouls on earth. " > 

Jefus Ghrift from one faint hath raorcf 
glory given to him, than he rccteived ftbm 
all the world befides ; we owe nototily our 
fervice to him, but ourfelves alfo. 

I (hall now make fome entrance upon oUr 
Lord Jefus Chrift's (eventh fannotts title^ 
^ which IS wonderful ; this is one of his titles, 
in Ifa. ix. 6. He Jhall be called wonder JuL 

The point that we fhall lay down and 
fpeak from, is this : 

That a believer's Saviour is a wonderful 
Saviour. 

He is wonderful in the eyes of all : Angels 
and faints for love, the world and devils for 
fear, wonder at him. For opening this ex- 
cellent point, take thefe particulars. 

1. Chrifl is wonderful in his nature. 2. 

Ha 
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lie is wonderful in his perfon. 3. He is 
wonderful in his incarnation. 4. He is won- 
derful in his faints. 5. He is wonderful in 
his offices. 6. He is wonderful in his mi- 
racles that he wrought. 7. He h wonderful 
in his hurailiatidn. 8. He is wonderful in 
his conqueft. 9. He is wonderful in his 
^ afcenfion. 10, He is wonderful in his ex- 
altation. 11. He is wonderful in his work- 
ings to^vards his faints. *Laftly, He is won* 
derful in his coming to judgment. 

Some have riaore time than matter, but I 
have now more matter than time; there- 
fore I mutt omit much precious matter, for 
waht of time; 

Beloved, I fllall handle but orie of thefe 
particulars; and that is the feveuth, that 
. Jefus Chrifl is wonderful in his humiliation. 

This is the head wefhall noW infitt upon; 
and indeed this is <^ne of the greateft won- 
ders of all, that he that was fo high; (hould 
be brought fo low, that he that was fo rich, 
fliould become fo poor ; that the Lord cf 
life Jliould die ; and the great God to be- 
come a babe, and the eternal word not able 
to fpeak a word ; that he that vtade the law , 
Jhould be made under^the law ; he that was 
more excellent than all the Angels, fhould 
become leffer and lower than the Angels, 
Oh ye Angels, how (land ye amazed at 
this ! that the Lord of heaven^ and earth 
Jhould' become a/ervant to his own fervants 

T Phil 



138 Wonderful, 

5*iill. ii. 2. He. took upon him the form of 
ajtrvant ; ihis inuft needs be wonderful to 
ati the Angels in heaven. But to proceed, 
7rfus Chrtft took u^on him our nature^ Heb. 
>L 16. God coula floop no lower tlian to 
become inani and man could be advanced 
no higher than ;o he united with God. 

He that beCore made man a. foul after the 
issage of God, now made himfelfa body 
after the image of man. For man to be like 
to God is.a wonder, but for God to be like 
to man is a greater. 

: .Biit when was it that Jefus Chrift took 
upon him our nature ? when it was in in« 
noceBcy,free from all mifery and calamity? 
No, no, but when it was at the^ loweft after 
the fell, when it^was moft beggarjy, wretch- 
ed, bloody, accni&d, finful, and mofttfeeble, 
When we nmre without ^reneth, Chrift died 
for MMin^^i/y,fays^theApoltle, Rem^ v. 6. 
Now my. brethren. That he Jhould take 
upon h^m, owr condition, our frailty^ our 
cur/e, fiti and nature, when it was thus low, 
thfispovr, thus zoretched- Oh this is a won- 
der ofxAonders; and yet this you fee Jefus 
CSirift^did. 

Oh wcuaderful redemption I muft God 
take upon him our frailty ? Had we^fo far 
tan upon the fcore of vengeance, that none 
CQuld Jatisfy but God hinvlelf ? Could he 
notJhave fctithis Angels or faints, but muft 
H^^con^e hamfelf in perfon ? No, no, AngfcJs 

nor 
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'iioT faiiits could not do it, but if Chrifl will 
fave us, he himfelf muft tome and die for 

Our Saviour*s humility d^fcdnded very 
lowi; he was , born of a poor maid, of no 
account or reputation:: Was there never a 
great lady or gentlewoman in Jerufaleift, 
for this great Prince 6f heaven and earth to 
be born of, but that he mult be born of a 
poor defpifed virgin ? 

Yea certainly, there were gemleWomen 
{lore in Jerufalem, but our Lord Jefus Chrift 
regardeth not the rich no more than the 
poor. 

He was revealed to poor fliepherds, nat 
to En»perors and Kings, rulers, and great 
rnen, not to Doftors and learned men, nor 
to Caefar at Rome, but to poor Jhepher is in 
the fields Luke ii. 8, 9. 

He was born in ajlable, Luke ii. 12. ISfot 
in a fair houfe or palace, nor^ in a parlor 
or chamber, no, but in a ftable, wlier6 
horfes and beads were fed. 

He was wrapt up in clouts, and laid ia 
a manger; they were not clouts of fine 
linen or filk, nor cloth of gold or filver, 
nor precious robes, but poor and mean^ 
like to beggars rags. 

Now beloved, put all this together, and 
tell what is more wonderful than this : Oh 
wonderful, wonderful redemption! 

Oh humility, humility^ ! how great is thy 

riches 
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riche$ that are thus commended to qs ? 
thou pleafeft men, delighted Angels, and 
confoundeft devils, and bringeft thy Creator 
to a manger. Oh Tweet Jefus, thoi^ con- 
quereft death by dying. 

The third wonder in Chrill's hurniliatioa 
is this, he became poor j that he that was 
fo rich became poor j tihat he that was Lofd 
of all, had nothing; he that made heaven 
and earth had no habitation of his owp ; he 
that gave crowns of viflory, life, and g'ory 
toothers, had no crown himfelf here, but 
a crown of thorns ; the foxes and the fowl^ 
had more than Jefus Chrift, Matt. viii. 20, 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nefts^ but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay his head. ' • 

The foxes had holes to lay their heafls inj». 
but Chrift had no place 16 lay his head in : 
j^s he was born in 9nother man's houfe, fo 
he was buried in another nian's tomb : Yoii 
fee, fays the Apollle, the grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrijl, though he xim rich, yet he be^ 
came foor, 2 Cor. viii. 9. Yet became he 
poof, ay, poor indeed, iand fo poor, that 
he had not a penny ; you will fay, that man 
is very poor that hath not a penny. 

Truly, fuch an one was Chrilt ; he had 

not a penny to pay tribute, till he got it o( 

afi(h; Matt. xvii. And when he was tp lide 

in pom{) to Jerufalem, he had no coach, no 

^chariot^ no horfe nor beaft of his own, he 

was 
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was fain to ride^ nipon another marCs q/s^ , 
Malt. xxi. 1, 2. O ye blefled faints, ad* 
mire and wonder at thfs^ u; not he the bright- 
nefs of God, the paradife of angels, the 
beauty of htaven, the Redeemer of men, 
the deftroyer of death, the king of faints; 
and that he Ihould become ^o popr for us, 
O this is a wonder to angels and men ! 

The fourth wonder in Chfilt's humiliation 
is this, that he (hed his blood (ix times for 
poor finners ; and this is a great wonden 

The fifft time was,, when he wascircum? 
cifed at eight days old. O what a blcffed 
Jefps.is this ! What, ready, for the facrifice 
already ? What, but eight days old, and 
yet Ihed thy Jilood for the falvation of 
man's foul ? 

The fecond was, when he was in agony 
in the garden: Matthew tells us, that AzV 
jfoul began to be Jbrrowful. Sore amazed, 
fays Mark, Mark xiv. To be troubled^ fays 
John, Jqhn xii. Now my foul is troubled, ^ 
Xi) hat pi all I fay? Save me from this hour. 
Troubled ! O Lord ! what thou that bindell 
up the proifd weaves of the fea, thou that 
turnell the hearts of Kings as the rivers 
of waters, thou that Jaid the foundations 
of the earth, and fpreadeth the heavens m 
a curtain, thou that guideft the ftars, and 
thundereft in the clouds, thou that upholdeft 
all things by the word of thy power, and 
^hat, thoii troubled I O the norror, the 

terror^ 
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terror, the forrow that feizcd upon the foti? 
Chrift! Says Luke, he began to be in agony ^ 
Luke xxii. 14. He began to be in agony, 
4*4 he fweat ; what ? not natural Iwear^ 
but blood ; he was in a bloody fweat all 
6ver, he fweat clods of blood, as the origi- 
nal hath 3t. O how did Chrift come fwim- 
ming to us in bfood, and hav^ we not a tear 
to med for all thofe flreams of his ? We 
did eat the four grapes^ and his teeth were 
fet on edge ; we cHmbed the tree, and fiole 
the forbidden fruit, and Chrift -went up the 
ladder 0I the CFofs and <iied. 

O how lovely iftiould Chfift %e in our 
eyes ! We flibuld wear his crucifix in our 
heafts, and treafure it up as Mofes did the 
Manna in the pot. ChriU's crofs, (fays one) 
is the golden key that lets us into paradife ; 
and the Angel with the flaming fword is 
fumed otit; his red blood waftied away OUT 
red fins, 

. But 3. He fhed his blood for us, when 
his cheeks were nipt and tore, the pulling of 
the hair^ as the pfophets fpeaks, Ifa. v. 6- 
/ gave my back to the fmitersy and my cheeks 
Iq them that frulled off the hair. Some are 
^f opinidnj^ that his cheeks were rent to his 
Artery chin, and [his beard was pulled oft"; 
h'6^' very likely to be true, neither of them 
coulii be without much blood ; for we find 
. that the Joldiers did blindfold him^ and then 
'finote him on the face ^ and bid himread who 
• - . it 
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ittt>a}> that fmotc : They made %ort of it^ 
Luke xxii. 64. O how was that face of his 
malTacred and covered with blood, that wa$ 
brighter than the fun ! 

He that was fairer thao the fons of men^ 
he that is the great fparkling diamond id 
the ring of glory, how was he befpotted and 
befmeared with blood ! O ye hard of hearty 
ye ftubborn of heart, and mdeed tpo ftub- 
born are we all; if judgment -^nd the ham- 
mer will not, break your hearts, let Jovt( 
and mercy do it: Look unto Chrift^ .and 
fay, . haft thou fuffered this for me, and (hall 
not I love thee, O Lord, and ferve thee^ 
and obey thee, and honour thee ? So fay,, 
and fo 60^ and the Lord fay. Amen. 

But then 4. Chrift fhed his blood when 
the crown of pricking thorns was upon his^ 
heady Mat. xxvii. Sopie of th^ fathers fay, 
tkat he received feventy two wounds in his 
head ; certainly there could not but much 
blood come out. O what a fight was this^ 
to behold that head of his that was as the* 
raoft fine gold, as the fpoufe cxpreffeth ir^ 
to be now covered and rent with thorns^ 
that he fhould wear the prickling crown 
of fharp thorns, that was fit to wear the^ 
crownof glory ! 

A fifth time when he fhed his blood was^- 
when his hands and feet were nailed to the- 
crofs ; jthefe beautiful feet of his that cametr 
Hupping upon the mountains, bringing tha- 

glad^ 
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glad tidings of peace andfalvation^ fkippingi 
9S Gregory faith, " from the throne to the 
cradle, from the cradle to the crofs ; and 
from the crofs to the throne again." How 
ivere thefe blcffed hands of his nailed and 
i^iade fafl to the crofs ? O ye bleffed fpiri.ts^ 
look down from heaven, and you may fee 
fcveh the Almighty kneel at the feet of 
inen» O ye Angels, how (hould you be 
amazed at this, to fee your Lord and Maf* 
ter To far deny himfelf, to tafee upon him 
the form ofafervant? Wefawjefus, faith 
the Apoflle, made a little lower than the 
Angels, to fuffer death ; the Creator not 
6nly became a creature, but inferior to fome 
of the creatures which he had made. O ye 
bleffed' faints, why do ye not wonder at 
this ? To fee the beauty of heaven, the: 
paradife of Angels, thebrighinefsofhis Fa- 
ther's gloryj he Redeemer of man, thus to 
humble and take upon him man's nature^ 
for the falvation of his fouL 

And lailly^ Chrift fhed his blood when 
the fpear was thruft into his fide^ out of 
which, prefently guQied water and blood, 
John ix. Some fay, that the foldier that 
pierced ChriQ with a fpear, was a blind man» 
put our5aviour's blood fprinkling out upon 
kis eyes, reftored him to his fight, and he 
became a convert, a preacher and a martyr: 
you will fay, a very ftrange cure, that the 
Phyfician Ihould bleed, and his blood fhould 

be 
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be of that virtue that we fliould d\\ be faved. 
Phyiicians are ufually liberal of other mens 
blood, but fparing of their own; but it was 
not fo with our Phyfician, iiiftead of t^he 
patients bleeding in the arm/ he bled in the; 
fide. Why doft thou fhower down and 
come fwioTming in thy blood ? \% not a drop 
fufficient? One drop, (faith Luther) is of 
more worth than heaven and earth. O love 
without meafure ! O^ wonderful redemp- 
tion ! that God fhould take upoA him, man's 
frailty, this is wonderful indeed ! Is it not 
enough for a King to pardon a thief, but 
that tne King himfelf (hoiild die for the ma- 
lafa6):or ? This is beyond expreflipn : ,thus 
did our bleffed jLord, and Redeemer ; 
he died that we might live, he went and 
fuffered in his agony, that he might ftay us 
with flaggons, and comfort us with apples; 
he endured the greateft pain, that we might 
enjoy the greateu pleafures^ O^ how loyely 
was Chrifl in his fuffering ; who would but 
love thee, thou King of faints ?_ O -chriftj- 
ans, conlider how much thy dear Lord and 
Saviour hath fuffered ana unde;rgone for 
thee ! O precious blood, it redeems us, it 
cleanfeth us, it wafheth us, it fan£lifies < us, 
it reflores us to God, and brings us to hea- 
ven. ' 

Another wonder in ChriiVs humiliation is 
this, he fuffered in his foul. Matt. xxvi. 38. 
My foul is exceeding forrowjul^ even unto 

U . death f 
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ipdth^ faith Chrift^ O whet a word was this 
ior a Go^ to fpeak^ to fay, my foul is ex- 
ceeding Jorrowfulf even unto death ; for 
man ta fay h, is no great wonder ; but for 
a God to^ fay fo^ O this h a great wonder 
iMeed ; the fufferings of his loui, was the 
Ibul of his fufierings.. Chrift yielded his 
foul for our fouls, his foul in our fouls 
ibad. 

Many of the faHhfuI fervants have ibf^ 
itired much in their bodies, as the Bdartyrs 
t^iiat were racked, and burnt^ and fawn afun- 
der, but they h^d much freedom in their 
fbuls^ beini^fuU of much fpirkual joy and 
comfort ; but now Jefus Chrift did not only^ 
ftiSer in.hi^ bbdy, Diut in his foul ; and this 
is lhat> which, makes th^e.^ondeF the greater^ 
that Ghrift. ftifie;ed in his foul, he drank 
the cup of ^fflidion, thai/we might drink 
the cup of' cpnfdlatibn, he tafted deajth for 
us, thaC we, might taile life (or him : Chrift 
was forfaken,'^at we might never be fpr^ 
&ken. 

A fixth wonder in Cbrift's humiliation is 
this, that he fhould fQiI«r,him(elf to be fo 
nouch mocked } he was mocked, as Samp- 
ftm wiu; by the. Phiiiftines,^ when his eyet 
werip {Hit out ; and triily this is a great 
wonder. 

^. If we confider who Chrift was. 2* If 
we coiner who they were that mocked him : 
Chrift he was God, the God-man, they 



z 



wtre, but duft and aihes. i. They did fjpH 
upon him^ e. Tfaey btifid-^felded^hih).' g^ 
They croii/ned Irim with thorns. 4* They 
put a reed into his hand, inftead oTfcepten 
5. They cloathed iiim with purple ga:f* 
inents. S. They bowed their Ictices toning, 
in fcorn. 7. They laluied liim with Ixa* 
King of the Jews. 8. TTiey naade Win car- 
T his own crofs on vrhich he was hansed't 
.s malafarflqrs go with ha'hets about thdr 
necks to execution, fo xkcy made Chrift car- 
ry his crofs. 9/ They reviled him, wagging; 
their heads. 10. Thev crucified hirh with 
two thieves, and in tne midft of theiia, as 
though he had been the prince dtf thi^Ves^ 
the greateft malafafior of the two. 1 1. Thty 
ialuked over him in his tnifery ; thus their 
never left him, till his foul left the wotld^ 
and all this they did in feorti to him, that 
they might make his deiith the ibore pain- 
ful and inameful^ Ofirs, this is no fmill 
wonder, tf we confider how Jefus Chrift 
was mock^d^ 

The feventh wonder in the humiliation of 
Chriiii was this, he fuffer^d much from his 
father; this is what greatly attoniOieS mofl 
men. He did not only fufFer from Jews and 
Gentiles, Scribes and Pharifees, Judas atad 
Pilate, wicked men and devils^ but he fu£» 
fered too from hisfathet; Ifa. liii* 10. It 
pUafid ih6 h)rd id brut/€ him^ he hath piit 
him to grief. One would haVe thbttgHi, If 

God 
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God would fpare any, it (hould have been 
his fon, his own beloved fon, and yet he 
fparcd him not, Rom. viii. 32. He that 
/pared not his own fon^ hut delivered him 
^p for us alL Mark here, God did not 
ipare him, but delivered jiiip Up for us. If 
jefiiSjChrift will come and lake our fins 
U|)OU Ixim, God will not fpare him. but 
eKeciite julliceiipon'him.to utternloft. Q 
bleffed Jefus, didft thou undergo fo much 
for our finning, oftending and rebelling ! 
O then what infinite caule have we to love 
^nd l}onour thee L 

The la [I great wonder that I fhall mention 
is this^ Chrift forfaw it all, and yet he wil- 
lingly undertook it to fave mankind ; he 
knCjW befpre he came froni heaven, how his 
country-men the Jews wojild ufe him, and 
ihat onle pf his lankily would betray him, 
John vi. 4. .fays the text, 'Jefus knew from 
the beginning who Jhojild ^etrary him; — 
nothing was in the womb of time that was 
not in the womb of him. ' Now, that our 
Lord Jelus Chrift Ihould foreknow all this 
miferythat he endured, yet that he fhould 
come freely and: willingly from heaVen^ to 
die and fuffer by, and. for fuch poor wretches 
as we are ; here is a wonder to Angels and 
.men, Heb. x. 11. Lo I come faith Chrift) 
to do thy willO God. Lo I come, and what 
^was it to do ? why, to fufter for and redeem 
•poor man. O firs,, he had.a great love for 
' ' ' * his 
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people ? rather than they ihauld he in hell, 
and damned, -he ^wojild conae from heaven, 
and fuffer all this Jar thetn^ though he knew 
before how he fliould be ufed. Dear chrif- 
tians^ me^hingsfuch a pearl fliould fparkje 
in our eyes; we fail to glory, not in the 
fal.t-fea of our tears, but iu the red; fea of 
Chrift's blood. Truly it is wonderful to 
think how much Jefus Ch rift did fuflFer for 
us, and how little we do for. him; the 
greater his fu flaring were, the greater were 
OUT fin3. 

I fhall makje of this point, si ufe of infor- 
mation and eKhortatipn. 

Ufe 1. Is it Tq that a believer's Saviour 
is a wonderful Saviour ? Then it inform* 
us of eight things, 

' My Rrft inference ,is this. That Chrift*s 
fufferings were great, in what he endured 
from men in his body, and in what he fuf* 
feredi from Gpd in his fouL Chrift did not 
Only endure pain in his body, but agony in 
his foul. If you look through the chronicle 
of his life, you will, find it;^is full of forrow 
and mifery* 

2. He fuffered by himfelf, but not for 
himfelf; he was alone^ in his fufferings, 
neither Angels nor faints bore any part with 
him ; no, he drank the bitter cup alone, 
he alone purged ourjinsy Heb. i. 3, He alone 
by him/elff (fays ih^ ttxi) purged our fins. 
Np, . Chrift had none to help, or bear hi« 
, . ^ heavy 



(jeaTy bmtheo with hrm; Ifk. Hi. 4, 5. & 
hoik bom our grief s^ and carried our for^ 
rmass he 'wu wounded /or our tran/gr^on, 
he was brui/edforour inujuities; the chajtife^ 
ment qf our peace w(U vpon him, and with 
Hsjlripes we are healed. 
' 3. If ail the Kinj^s and Emperors in the 
earth, had 4eft their thrones, crowns, and 
icingdoms, to take upon tfiem poor Lazarus 
iixmdidoD, to go poorly; fare hardly, anfd 
liie (hamefiiily, why ail i\m had not oeen fo 
much, as for the Son of God to have fof- 
fered the lall thing he did fuffer. 

Nay further, I fay, if all the Angels in 
iieaven, and mien on earth, had come and 
(Qi&red, and died ten thoufatid deaths, it 
would not have been fo much, (put all to- 
gdther) as it was lor Chrift to (utter, becaufe 
they are creatures, he the Creator ; they are 
fervants, be the matter ; they are fubjeAs, 
ht the Prini:e ; they are mean, he is mighty ; 
He is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; he 
thought it no robbery, to be equal to God, 
Phil* iii. 6* 

4. In what a milerable cafe lay we, that 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriitmuli en- 
, dure, and fuffei'aU this for poorfinners? 
certainly the roilery of man was very great 
that men (faould need fuch redemption as 
this. 

O firs, fin had undone, and robbed us of 
: iix jewels viz. The image of God : .Our 

fonfiiip. 
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fonfliip, whidi, makes us flaves to tlie devif^ 
and to the world ; Our frtendfhip vrkhiQod^ 
Our communipQ and« feUowibip with the 
father Ton and fpiritr Our rights and privi-^ 
ledges of heaven and heavenly things* aD<|y 
makes us children of wrath and hell^: Of' 
our honour and glory, and makes usx vile; 
and mirerable, as you may fee, Ifa« i. Q. 
There was no foundnefs from the. cnmn ofthet 
head to the fole of the foot. 

Now firs, put all this together, and then 
fee whether we did not need a Saviour, to. 
come and deliver us from the mifery into! 
which our fouls were plunged. 

Jefus Chrift brought life to usj but we ^ 
brought death to him ; a life of grace com- 
fort and glory ; he brought glory to u$^. 
but we brought fhame to him ; he brought 
riches to a% but. we brought poverty to 
him; forrow upon (brrow ; We put a crown - 
of thorns upon his head, but be put the 
crown of glory upon ours. We thought 
the earth too good for onr Saviour, and* 
would not let hun live here, but put him to 
death ; but: he thinks not heaven too good 
for us ; we are afliamed to own him before 
men ; but he is not aihamed.to own us, be* . 
fore his Father and holy Angels. 

O &rs, think of our kindnefs to Chrift, 
and kt the coniideration of his infinite love, 
and favour to you, draw out your aft'eftiops 
after him. 

All 
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- Alt (rue believers have exceeding caiife 
toblcfs God, for Jefus Chrift, John iii. 16. 
GpUfolovdd the world, that he g^ave his only 
bigoUefi SoH, that' whoever believed in him, 
^ould not perijh, but have everlcffting life. 

• O? thlerc are many in this world, wKd 
prefer every hafe luft before tKeir Saviour, 
though there is nothing mbre curfed thain 
this, yiet there is nothing more ccJmmon, 
among the generality of mankind, 

* f . The wicked worldling prefers the trafh 
df this world before Jefus Chrift; he can 
leave hearing, praying, reading and fafting, 
to follow the world ; he prefers gold before 
God, earth before heaverf, gain before 
glory ; his corruptible filver before his blef- 
fcd Rcldeemer. 

- O thou wretched worldling ! cari aill thy 
riches fave thy foul? Let me afk thee, can 
thy riches bring thee to heaveri, that thou 
perferreft them before Chrift ? 

O ! the Lord Jefus will come in flames of 
fire, to take vengeance on fuch ; and then 
thou wilt know to tliy coft, that thy riches 
cannot keep thee out of hell, much leifs bring 
thy foul to heafven ; then thou wilt fee thy 
folly when it is too late. 

2. The drunkard prefers his pots before 
Chrift ; and wades through a fea of drinJcto 
his grave r he can fit a day or whole night 
in an ale-houfe, arid think it but a very little. 

time; 
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time ; but an hour in the fervice of God,. 
O how tedious is that I 

O ! thou drunkard, that, now turneft ofj 
thy cups fo faft, God Almighty liath a cup 
for thee, but not of fack, nor of beer„ but 
a cup of wrath, which thou fhalt drink to 
eternity, which is worfe than-to drink fcald- 
ing hot lead down thy throat ; he Jbath fo 
much h'quor here, not only to drink to 
quench his thirlt, but to excefs/ till he fay, 
^ and do, he knows not what : In hell, he 
, fliall have little enough, there is never a 
tavern or an ale houle there; no, nor a 
drop of water. 

O ! thou wretch, thou {halt live in burn- 
ing flames, and thy tongue fliall cleave to 
the roof of thy mouth ; and if thou wouldft 
give a thoufand worlds for one drop of 
water, thou fhalt not have it; therefore I 
befeech yoii, if there are any fuch, in the 
name of God, hear and fear, and do fo no 
nibre. . ; 

O ! I wbiild not be in thy condition for 
ten thoufand worHs, and' yet I cannot but 
have bowels of pity towards thee, which 
conftrains me thus to fpeak, knowing thy 
condition better than thou dolt thyfelf. 

O ! couldft thou but fpeak with thy felj- 
low drunkairds that are now in hell, O what 
dreadful (lories would they tell thee of their 
burning^, fufferings, pain and torments! . 
Sonie ai*e fn hell already for the fame fin 

X you • 
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fqu Jive ^^ I and if you live and die with- 
out (ihrHt, you fliall ere long* be with them. 

The wicked blafphemous fwearef^ prefers 
his oAths btfore Chrrft : Many can fwcar by 
^ek Creator and Maker, as if there were 
no God to puniflb, nor devil ta torment. — 
Wefl, let me tell thee,. O thou fwearer, that 
now^ delights in curfing, thou (halt be ere 
longj^ fent with a curfe to a curfed place ; 
depart ye curfed into eVerhfting flames, 
will Ghrift fay to fuch perfons. 

Lafily^ The proud perfon prefers his 
pride before Chrift r If a fine fuit of cloaths 
did Fite'on the one hand, andthefr Saviour on 
the other, he would rather put on the fuit 
erf cloaths than Chrrft. 

or poor wretch,^^ thou Heft open to the 
jisrdgments in tihis life, and to alFthe tor- 
ments in the fife to come. Therefbte^ I be- 
fe<5cfr you, confider feriatrfly diat of all 
riitFerits, the lofing of Chrift is the greateft : 
We ii'e never able to Ikment the Ibfs of 
that poor foul, that lofeth their bleffed. Sa-" 
vkmr : O firs^, I ej^hort you, both £ood and 
bad, to thirrk of thiff before it is^^too tate ; 
fdr there is no repetitancie in the grave. 

So »i:uch for the ufe of information. 
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SERMON X, 

A BELIEVErs GOJ,DEN CHAINT. 

Can T. V. 16. fie his altogether Lovely. - 

DoQ rine^ J^efuf Chrijl is Infinitely and Su- . 

perlativdy Lovdy^ 

I COME now to the fecond tjfe, and that 
is^ufe of exhortation ; and here Iftiall 
make a golden chain of twelve linJci?, for 
believers to wear about their necks. 

I, Hear the beft men. Read the beft 
books. Keep the beft company. 

Hear the beft n^en : O firs, lifteo to a 
foul-enritfhing and foal-wlnning Minifter^ 
one thatdeclareth the whole council of God, 
that gives the Father fon and Holy Ghoft 
his due ; one that maketh hard things eafy, 
and dark things plain. Many there .^re^ 
who inftead oijrnakjng hard things eafy to 
the peole, fpeak in unknown tongues, which 
they underlland not^ and all to work a vain 
admiration of them in the ignorant ; but 
how unlike to Chrift, the rrophets and 
Apoftles, thcfe are, I will leave yoii tq 
I. judge. 

This is as if a man fhould make a (baffbld 
as high as aftecple, when his work is done 
upda the ground. 

Miniftera 



JLia: 



156 -4 Believer s Golden Chain. 

Mmillers are called angels, becaufe we 
fliould be as fuch in our lives ; but if Angels 
fall, they turn devjls ! Q we (hould be holy 
as they. Jefus Chritt taught them, as they 
^ were able to bear and hear, 1 Mark iv. Q3. 
Paul was excellent at this^ / had rather 
Jpeakjive words in a known tongue, than ten 
thov/and in an un&nozvn. A man may be 
a good fcholar, and yet a great *finner, 
Judas the traitor, was a preacher : There- 
fore let me befeech you, for your poor fouls 
fake, hear thofe minilters that come^earell 
to Chrift, the Prophets and Apoltles ; he is 
the bell preacher that doth moll good, and 
y^ins molt fouls. 

Read the beft books, for in them you will 
find comfort to your fouls; and compjie 
what is fpoken in the books of man, with 
what is written in the book of God. 

Keep the bell company, be much with 
them that are witli God, Truly our fellow- 
Jhip is with the Father , and with his Son 
Jefus Chrijly I'John i. 3. Forfake all bad 
company, and join yourfelf with good; let 
them be thy choice companions that have 
rriade Cbfift theirs ; carry theni in your 
bofom by love, who fhall be carried by 
Angels into Abraham's bofom ; let Chrift's 
dove be your love: Believers fhoutd be with 
none but themfelyes, you know what our 
.^pnglilh proverb is, ** birds of a featherflock 
together ; being let go they went' to theirj 

own 
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own company/' A6ls iv. 2^. Indeed to fee 
a faint and a (inner, aflbciating with one a- 
another, is to fee the dead and the livini 
keep houfe together ; carnal men, thoug] 
they be naturally alive, yet they are fpiri* 
tually dead ; 'tis better to be with Lazarus 
though in his rags, than to be Dives, though 
in his robes ; lie that walketh with the wi/e^ 
Jhaltbewi/e, Prov, xiii. 20. O dwell where 
God dwells, make .them your companions 
pn earth, who fh^ll be yours in heaven. 

IL Meditate often, and think on the four 
laft things ; death which^ is moft certain ; 
judgment moft Itrift, hell moft doleful ; 
heaven moft delightful. Meditate upon 
death, which is moft certain ; He hath ap- 
pointed unto all men once to die, Heb. ix. 
27. Out oi duft was man formed, and unr 
to duft fhali he return ; to think of death, 
is a death to fome ; but beloved, meditate 
on death, the meditation of which, will put 
fin to death. Peath to the wicked is the end 
of all comfort, and the beginning of all 
mifery; but to the godly, it is the out- 
let to fin and forrow, and the inlet to peace 
and happinefs ; the faints enjoyment ftiall 
be incomparable, when the finners torments 
ftiall be intolerable ; when a believer's fouF 
-ftiall go out of his own bofom, it goeth in- 
to Abraham's ; when a believer dies, he 
leaves all his bad behind him ; and carries 
his goodwith him ; when a finner dies, he 

carries 
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carries his had with him, and leaves his 
good behind him ; the one goeth from evil 
to good, the other from good to evil : — 
When a faint leives the world, his jQeOi re- 
turns to dull, and his fpiritto reft ; — when 
a finner leaves the world, his body goes to 
worms to be confuraed^ ^nd his fotiT jto the 
fl^naes to be tormented; the one goes to 
Abraham's bofom, the otjier to Belzebiihs. 
The chaff to the fire^ and the pheat to the 
barn. O J therefore meditate upon death. 
When you come into the world, you only 
live to die again ; when yoq go pijt qf it^ 
you do but die to live again. 

An old finner is nearer the fecond death, 
thaa he is to the fecond birth ; his body is . 
nearer tp corruption ' than his foul is unto 
' lalvation; death leveileth the higheft mqun- 
jtains with the loweft yaliies ; the robes of 
Princes, and the rags of beggars, are both 
laid up together, in the wardrobe of the 
grave. The reafon why men fo little'pre- 
pare for death, is because they fo little think 
of it ; when they feel iicknefs arrefting them, 
then ,they fear death approaching: — The 
grave is a bed to- reft in, but not afhop to 
trade in ;, when the foul in death t^kes its 
flight from its loving mate, they ftiall irieet 
nomore till the general aflize. When you 
jSire putting off' your cloathi, think of putr 
ling oft your tkbernacles ; go to your beds. 
9S if you were going to your graves ; ann 

fo 
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fo clofe your eyes in one world, as you. 
would open them in another.- Rememoer^ 
chriftiansy th^t God can as eafily turn yotii 
into the (Juft, as he could take you out of it. 
Meditate upon judgment, which is npiolfc 
ft rift. We muji.all ppear before the judgment 
Jeat of Chrijl. Thej^ who will not come be-', 
fore his mercy-feat^ {hall be forced to come 
before his judgment-feat; they who' will 
not hear his word, (halt feel hiff fwrord % 
th^y who are gracelefs in this day, wiM be* 
fpeechlefs in tnat. At the world's end fuch 
will be at their wits end^ to fee the eatthf 
flaming, the heaveqs melting, the ftars fal^ 
ling, the graves opening, the. judgment 
hafiening, the fun and moon mouriiidg, and 
Cbrifl and his Angels coming : He that 
comes to raifc the dlead,, will alfo come to 
judge them, O firs, that great day to fin- 
ners,, will be terrible, when they ftiall fee 
Chrift coming in the clouds^ who hdth the 
perfonof a man, but the p6wer of God^ be- 
ing crowned with dignity, and guarded with 
Angels, and in raged with anger, and Aiabled 
with power, to.bring alt Kings and Nobles, 
high and low, rich and power, to his bar; 
and there he will judge them, not by ttie 
witaefs of their countenances, but by the 
blacknefs of their confciences ; he that v.^as, 
guarded to the crofs with a band of foldiers, 
fhall be efcorted to the bench with a guard 
of Angels ; you that make no account of hi& 
. ' coming 
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cbttting, how do you think to give -^i %c- ^ 
coimt at his approach ? For the .I^prd^ %fak« 
meditnte upon judgment ; the meoitatidn of • 
whieh^ may make yOu judgmeht: proof; 
they v;ho now judge tKemteJves in their OM^n 
private feffions, fliall not i)e judged by their. 
Sayiourat the public affile. , 

Medstate upoahcHi which itf !ii6ll doleful. 
;0 firs> htaven^ is a place where nil isjpy^fuJ ; 
and hell i* a^phce A^her^ all is dpleikl ; I41 
the ^fefraer.. there is everlaftiijg h^ppin^v 
and :in :i^ latjter flQthipg .but heavineft; 
Pfal. rX. 7. The wicked Jhdll be piirTud inUi 
hell\ . dTiA ail th^. "nations ^hatjorgit Q(fd*' -J a 
^ Q dreadjful placNei ;where^ ^ (|eviL i4;^th€J^, ; 
jailofi he|l the prifqn^ 'd^mn^t^pi?: tb^pi^t * 
niffienf,:, etepnity the tinfte,vh\jn>ftQ0e^^t^, 
fire^ ipjen.ftnd ifpia"it$ the fH^Uj^^j^jendjirp^ - 
thisv will be^ ipt(t)lerable,: ta'avpid . i^, will jb^?. 
ifnpoflibte. ; Th^is t"he 4^y^of (j'odjsjopg* 
fui^-iKgjfjtltat-will be.ihe day or^^^?A9^g 
fufiferiiigi., there .the,y:tti;ay^.. fuffef p3^pw?fJf|v. 
out .€a(e,> SLflid : tprineftts with opt .en^, fcHTf^w 
withou^fuccor^ and itiiffry withpujt ^mei^y .• 
for thcXfOrd's fake meditpt^ upon hefJ;, for 
if once thou df 9p into :^hat. place,; ;<iCifer a 
thoufand years y^a will be as fjir f Vff^, CQip;- 
ingout,as at your (ihl entranpCi^ iiii.. THe 
wlieat and the chafF, -they, both g^o^. to- 
geiher,, but^ they (hall not }je together, 

Thp fea of damnation ihall not be fweet; 
ne4-wiirtj a drop of compaffion'. \Vill you 
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pity a body that is going to the block; and 
will you not pity a louif that is going to the 
pit ? What a doleful vifitation is that, where 
the black horfe of death gocth before, and 
the red horfe of wrath folio weth after ? 
. Amman's condition in this life may be ho- 
Bourable; apd yet his eflate as to another, 
]»^Y be damnable. Poor Lazarus goes to 
heaven, w^earich Dives goes to hell ; it is 
IjBtter to go .to heaven poorly, thin to hell 
richly. O firs, let us go to heaved by. con- 
t^mplatian, iha? we m^y never go iato hell 
by co«id<») nation; , , . 

. .Meditate on heaved which.is mod joyfut. 
Mat, KJ2V, 34;. CQfiic ye bkffird, inherit the , 
kingdom prepared fi>r jMt, . O firs, heavea 
i% not only 4 polTeflrtdQ promifed* bpt pur- 
chafed. *f I had rather be.in hell with Chrift, 
than in . heavfin without hinj,'' faith Luther* 
Ineed hell itfelf would be heaven if God 
were in it, and heaven woald be bell if he. 
<yas fr<iQi it. That which makei . Iteaven ib 
full of ioy is, that it is above all Mr; and 
that yfhkh tpake^ hell (b full of horror is, 
that it. is below %U hope: the. veflels of 
gra€;e Shall fwim in the oc^ean of glory ; heie 
all the eiirth is not enough for one aian, bat 
there one lieavea 19 ep<$ugh for all men : a 
believer (htfttld.ree with an eye that is pu- 
rified^ what, he ftall Ihortly fee with an eye 
that is glorified : We may talk Qf the great- 

Y ^ncfs 
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lieft of'ouf crowns,, but we ftiali nfever know 

the \*eight of the^mV tUI fet on pur heads. 

• III. ^t the watch of your lives by the 

Son of Righte^ufncfe, MaJ. iv. 2. O. live 

fo, that th^ Word which hath wrought fsil- 

vfttioft^to your fouls, may bring them unto 

feJvation. ' The Father of light takes no 

plfcafufe in -the children of darknefs: LH 

yowr Ughifojhine before mejit &c. Mat. v. 16. 

We miift firtt fhine it grswic before we can 

ftiifife in glory. *- / a 

- No darfyiefs^ tiai^ obfeure the befievers, 

when their candles are put'out, thtey can 

fetch light f¥om' the Sbn of RigbtfeOtifnys ; 

J:he nearer yoti are to fuch afuo; the deafer 

will' be* your light 1*1 the heaveit\y manfions 

ati«veJ Oh'therefortf firs,^fWft fin to^d*ath; 

that' was !^ caufe of Chrifl/sf (lidat& dtn^'ffif* 

feritig^.^ if oneiboaldkill our father, w^ld 

v>«i hug ailrl embr^Kze'Him as our* frieiid, let 

hidri 6ai kVout tabic?, and not fathe*^ hate 

and :dcteftith6 vety figh^of hiin ? IP4;fo&ke, 

fljfflwldlfrrtgthy dearly beloved flpfoitife to 

death', wduldft thou jireferve it aliv*i*afid 

not rather ftSb it wjth- a Aoufaftd Woiiiids ? 

And were not ouv fiiis the ^attfe 'arid inflrti- 

Hient ofChrift's death? Were ndt they the 

whips tiiat fcourged him-J^th*' hiiU — ^the 

cords — the fpefer — «he thtorris that wduYided 

him, aiid brought thfe heart-bl(kKi*frotfa him ; 

and 503P we lo^wf our fins, tHSt^ killed^ our 

•^ Saviour ? 
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Saviour ?-.C^a ** fp.QufejQy.e, h^r- /huCbaadj 
and her heart embrace an adulterer. 

Xbe readied way to know whether ^ypj^ 
are in Chrjft, is to know whether "he 
be in you,; for, the fruit is paore vifible. than 
the root. The tree ofrig'hteoii/krfs is^known 
by tlie fruits QfrighteoMjiiefs : Mat. vii. 20* 
If you wou.ld]know the, heart of your iins^ 
you mull know the fin of yo;ur hearts ; will 
you remember that, chrilli^ns?. Fqr oiii c^ 
the heart (faith oiir Lord.) proceecLdh .tv\ 
thoughts, murtner, a(iulte'^y,Jor}^ic(jktU)T% ^m 
blafphemy. Mat. ^v. 19. 

ly. DAgood witi?. tJae gqod.s pf tfee :world % 
fqr.thegood^ we get^ we ipjift , l^ave,, but . 
the gppci we da, will ne^^er le^ive us,,Rev^ 
.xiv^:.!^. Thcyx^Ji fro^ t^heir labour^^vand 
tluw'^poj ksjallop} them. The amVitipu^^rami 
fhaU jefive.all his greataefs .b^hinri \nfx\^ 
when the religious ,man fhall carry all, b' 
gooflnels with him* Diver's charity y^ 
veryxjold^ and he found he fl^^mesof.bep 
exceffiy.fthot. , He denied /Lazarus a; crvtwb 
of breads sindj ^^ *^^ft 9Pt bring hirp ^ 
d rap . of \)ra^er, H( that will Jh^xv fm:r^(r<y^ 
Jhall ho^eno^ejhewedhim. . . ' ^ 

Hpw fnany rich men, though, their eftatqs 
be like a fruitful paradiCe, ypt thcit Hearts 
arp like, a barren wildernefs ;. they Ijiav-e 
much of ,^he ^arth in tbeir hands, but no- 
thing oft^ayw in theif hearty. I.woiid^r 
that fu^h >voldlings do not tremble at thefe 

fayings. 
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feyiogs. Mat. xxv. 41, 42^ Thenrjhiikhe/aj 
Apo unto them onthe left hand, depart yrovi 
me^yecur/ed, inia everla/lingifir^f prtpdred 

far the devil and his (»fgels;/cr' I was an 
hungredr and you gave me nv meat : &c.— 
And thefe (hall go ^ay toto everUfiing 
punifhinent, but tiie ri^Htous into )if^ 
eternaU EM tmt fome rich men know be- 
fore their deaths how their 'gold aod filver 
IhouHi be tpciit iifner, iheywoold .wiffi it 
back'^gatn m.thd do^s ftttsk \VJhe6ce it 
ttimt. O ye richilienM fiiy iinto^ij^clii, do 
good Wiethe ^oodfl of t]ie liFoi-ki:!^ Hc{ that 
iheweih mercy wlieti it inaY^. beft.fpated, 

■ fliall ^^eceiye^mCTcy? vrhenUt: (^^ wml be 
yaotti^. . Had not 1^ jhfsed take ^leeds hovir 
vfe (hoot, that have bur a Tingle iafroW to 
4ire^ tp; the martk ? Na;tm» is oUrs biit 
ivhiik ii prefeot ; ^d this ii as foofk p^ as 
plrefeht.* Nature's M«)rtb bftipn prov« na- 
tures vtomb..' Oh confider how ^niiich of 
^youTc tf me is gcfe^ji and yetho%*^ iittldoEyour 
#Qtk is ,done» .Shall ^oij^r. reft AeaHaViay 
JOJ^ half of ypur time^f aad'ybuf M^ the 
dthc&r? Yotfcr wiOrk is greats and itbtfr time 
is IhoTt; you hav6 a Ock! to* nono^if, a 
Chriftto believe in^ and a foul t<J fave^V -you 
have i face to riiti, acrovirn t0 win/ a hell 
toefctpe, andaheavien toxnake^&nelt you 
luLve'ihaiiy tetnptatiom to Xfithftand^ and 

vimnyafflidions'to bear; ydu' hit^ile jmany 

"^nftercies to improve, and many duties to 

perform : 



feerfof m'J/Thei'tfoflJ, dear childrM, rMecTr^ 

the t^mey- £p!i- v. 16. Rcdeeto' the 'time 

fcecauft\liy days are evil. Oh that *verv 

/ftep yoqr foals takes^ might be- tOyTards 

heavien/ and that ybiJi would nisk^ fate of 

r iJod to dsty, becauie. the ntext dafy you are 

not fiire ot yourfelves. * The laWyfeU will 

- iK>t Idfs histerro^ the waterman 4A\\ noit lofe 

hii tide, the f radefeiiih wiM |ic(t lofe his Ex- 

1 r chati[ge^iine/rior the huibatjiartoiEir^^b (^afon ; 

; 7 4nd Will ybu^Fofe yottij (iwfoiii P It yiAi^ lofp 

^ ,t?h«, yoo loft ^Qpf loiilk Kncwr that there's 

- v ibliit ode heavrn^ 'Wd if you'ldTe th^t bleffed 
, :^ ^pfefcej^rwhere<ivilf yW tafq^tip ^'ytwir lodg* 
*j\ iing fetoti?in?bell?? Many^bif^^ 

r/ f ? H ahy bie;tfer; 'tillahey ihin^ not of: Hvmg any 

4 ' 3.:^. Lcwn^fYX)m Chrift's humHiif V 
V f ij/f" imif&r f(3mt- '^m^ and lowly^ m^^ heart ; 

- ^ '<jm«^ j^u^jlai/ '^.'^ r§)^ ipyourJbufs^'MaU 
?xl; m Hiimiiirj^ makes ?i maniike^an an^eU 
? ilodlfi^r want ot it atigels: weremade dipviis, 
' Kov^'fb. hunf^tbie upG^n eanh, as tht>fe thai 

i§ve hidieftiti heaven; Do biit fee Kow one 
of the Deft 6i fmts, lookfc u^ori himfelf as 
pneofthe leaft of faiftt^ Z/ni£? ««f ti^ am 
le/s'tkari the^ iei^ ojf ail /aints, ^rv faith 
' Pjauli E{th« iii; ^. The face of profcerity 
(hinesBrighi^fl: through the ma0c of ;hum^ 
Iky; '<H all garitteiits, humility bsrft be** 
comes ehriltians^ and moll adon^^ their 

. profeflidn. 
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profeffion. God re/tfteth theproudj ^ut giveth 
^raceto thehumble, Jaliies iv. 6* 

Alas ! firs, what are you proud of?. Are 
you proud df your riches, honours, rela- 
tions, beauties, ftrength or Jife ? Alas ! alas J 
thefe are poor low ',things to . glory in. 
When men glory in'th^eir pride, Goci ftains 
the pride of their glory, O go to the graves 
of thofe ijiat are gpne befgre VQU, and 
there fee, are not their bongs fpattered, 
their eyes .wafled^ their u?fii confuqied<^ thgiir 
moiith cdrrupieci ? yVhere r^w ,are thofp 
Tuddy lips, lovely cheejcs, fluent tongme.^^ 
fparkling eyes^ comely . nofe, are they not 
'all gone as a dreanm ? And where will ypu 
be e'er long? and will you be pxoud. ..qf 
thefe things ?' An'^^ humble he?rt knoweth 
no fountain but Gods grace,, and an up- 
'right man knoweth no etid but; God's gtory. 
' ' The gofpef doth not only require tlyat 
we fhbuld be excellent chriliians, but diU- 
getit likeWife. '. The .clearer the l3rop of 
grace burns on earth, the brighter the fun 
' of' ^lory fhalf fiiine in heaven. Shoul^ he 
walK in darknefs, whofe F^her is light ? 
fliall that tongue be found lying fo cbnr 
ftant'y to men, that was founq. praying fo 
earneftly to God? or thofe eyes b^e found 
gazing on finful pbjefts, thaX were. found 
"reading of facrcd orders? BehplcJ, either 
[" let your works be according t9:your prp- 
f^ffiony or elfe let your profeffion be accord- 
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ing to y our 'Ivor ks-: ' Let every one that name 
the name of the Lord, depd/rt from iniquityi 
Not every one that JaitK unto me\ Lord^ 
Lord.Jhall enter- into the kingdom^f heaven y 
but he that doth the will of my [Father tohicK, 
is in heaven, Mat. viL 21, 'li! Of thsft* 
rtiens tongues fliould be larger than iheitj 
hands; In voords they ' prof efs hivft^, but iifi 
works they deny himr. Many fet a ctown oC 
glory on the head of Ch rift by a good pro- 
feffiony buticlap a crbwrioTinorris on. the " 
he^d'of hifn by ah evil coriVeirratiori. They' 
fear the Lord, and ferve their own Gods:j 
&c. 2 Kings xvii, 135.. • _ \ * 

VI; Take thofereprooFsbeft, Twliich you'' 
ileed irioft. 'Be' liot angry with them \^ho^ 




ufe I tell'yi 
true friend to theb;* that is a friend to thj^' 
fins: 'Wilt thou hke him the wprfe, that* 
would have thee to b'e better ? P^fal. cxli. 5/ 
Let the righteous f mite me, and it fhall \be a 
kindnefs i - let him repfove me^ ' it ' fhall be an 
excellent 6il\ 'Ydu fde here the go64 niah is 
liof ahgry with rtpfoof^;: Biit tjie ferpent the 
rtiore he is ftirred, the more he gathers up 
hi^'poifon to fpit at you.- If Amos declare; 
the Voitl* of the' Lord,- \he land i$ not able- 
to 'bear 'his words, Amos vii. 10. .Ifjphn; 
^ thebajitift endeavolir to t^kei aWay 'the life', 
af^Hei;6d'sfms;^he^ \VflI take aWay tKe4ife of 

Johr> 
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Jofaathe bap^ift. Mat. xxviii„ 9, to, j^Hn^ 
was beheaded. If i^e prophet ^o abput to:, 
imprironthe king's (in^, hehiipitir (hall be. 
imprilonof]^ 2 ChrRn. xvj.^, jo. The King 
was wrath with the prophet, and h« put 
Sim into priTon.. Jgrufalcip will llQne. ihe, 

{)rpphcts fo long, till ftie hath not one Uone 
eft upon another* Oh that men Ibo^ki be: 
fp\ ciuel io thofe that iotenil theijr ciirc! 
Wickca men cannot^ cp4yre reproof. ,You 
pve tfie phyftcian leave tp tell/ you of any 
liie^fe that is., in your, bqclies ;; and wMa$^^ 
muft wet o^ly flatter and diflemble with yoii; 
ind cry peace, peace, tUl your fouls drop^ 
into hei) ? MinifteTS oiuft dfraw the fiiiroidof 
reproof agairiti the fips of me^. ^/Ilave nif 
/ellot^ip with the unjruifful wt&rks f/ dark:* 
fiefs, btU reprove iken^ x^iher^ Eph. y. ii. 
We muff not Ai^f wicked men to walk in 
the devil Vways^ witKout reproof, we mtift 
repipve wifely, fincerely, ftia^rply, and wheW 
you mend our lives, we (hall mend our 
language- * ^ ^ 

VlL Labour more for mward purity^ ihsi^ 
for outward felicity. John yi. iy. JLabout 
not for the meat ihatperifh, but for them^ 
which endureih to everiqfiing life. G^ld 19 
yburbags may make yo^ greater, but ti'a 
grace in your heait^'that witl make yoa 
better. He Js a rich man that lives upon 
his wefaltfa, but be is a rtghteons msA that 
lives upon his faitk A heavenly c6nver- 

£itipa 
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fatiotlidf better than an earthly poflfeflbh. ' ' 
It is%^ ^tiiitntitcy m have a portion itf the 
worM, hut ko ha\re the world far a portion 
is a rfrc^t mifdry. Oar afie3ions v^ere made . 
for die thitags that are above us; and not - 
for the' things that are without ns, CoL iii. 
1, 2» I/yau beri/entciitkCArift, iptiiy mark^ 
what then ? Jeek the things which' dre* abow, 
where* Chrijlfittetk kxt the • right hand k)f God. 
Set imi¥ affldi&ns An thimff dhve; and M&t o'k 
thejh dfthe earthy The things of the woiid 
a re all ite liappirteli of the men of the worldi 
Jobs scJti. 15* WcAtistheAlmighiy^ that we 
fhouldfirve him ?• ^^ 'iihatfkaUfve hosoe if we 
pray • *nfe>; Am\^''0 i wiiat worldlihgs tveife 
thenei'^O what pains do nien take to cover 
theii? fldfti\frob» ciakednefs : when their fpi- 
rits ^are ' Tioi , doathcd • with the: robes ojf 
TigbtaediUbefs^? They are diligent .abo^t what 
is tdmpoml, but negligent ^out« what ar« - 
fpiifukl: 'They ar« ejir^inl .abfi»t dying - 
vaitbiesi but flothfujl about diiring' t^fi^U^ 
lencies. They feafl their bodies, but ftarve 
their fouls ; thef lay ilp treafure^, on earth, 
but^nohe inh^a^^en* O why do you fpe^d 
yo^r ii^oney ! I^fayv why ? O beloved, <to . 
you fpendk your inoney for that which is not 
bread ? And, why do yoo labour for that, 
wl^h fatisfie$ not ? Read, the text,^ JFa. Iv. .2.. 
Riabek ; ha ve .HMtd^ ujaijy good nien worf^, . 
bujt they .ftevcr made^any bad jrnenAett^r 
UfiMliy t^e pooiefl on earth are tbe^ucheiS. , 
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in hejiycn. If riches coulcl &^e ib^u from 
fiiell, O then how, few rich men. wQuLd }>e 
dami\cd ? H«e that knocks at the crea4:ures 
door^ . will find but an empty houie kept 
the.reu O beloved, what is darkijefs to li^ht ? 
what is gold to grace ? what is earth to 
heaven? that 5^ou thus ne^leA the great 
Sind weighty things, and buly yourfelvs a- 
bout toy>s and trifles, when youhavea crown 
to look after. I belcech you, labour mote 
for inward holinefs, than far outward hap- 
pinefs; more for the feed of grace, than for 
the b£^ ol gold ; more forihe inward piety, 
than for the outward plenty; more for an 
heavenly convexfcitian, ,tban for an earthly 
pQfreffion, 

VflL Let your love Chriflians, be fincere^ 
-and not felfifh, Oal* v, 14. Love thy neighr 
ioy^r as ihyfitf. Mow dearly <doft thou love 
thylelf ? Why:, To you muft love your 
neighbour. A oarnal man jnay ^embrace his 
frieiid, l)ut it's a chriBian man that love^ bis 
enemies. Vi^ that loved l^ when we were 
enemies, commands us to love them itlfo, 
•Mat. V, 44. Lovei your memiesj (faid our 
;Xord) bkfs them tmt cwfeyeu, (w good to 
them thai hateyou^ pray far them xmo def- 
Mtefully ufe you^and ^perfpcute you. O firs, 
1 remember tbe God ©t love hath com- 
manded us to love one another. Therefore, 
either lay vour malice afide, or^lfe God will 
lay you afid?, as he hath^one too iMUfiy of 

us 
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iw in this day, to ow ft>rrow; Wfeife yow 
are with God, he is with yoa, 2 Chrotr. 
XV.- 2. O that I cottid b«t fpeak out how 
much I define the lovie oF one another? €> 
it will be a hap'py da^% whew aH the peopfc 
of God are knk together in fove, untojr, 
and affeftion.. 

Set out for God at your beginning, and 
holdout with him until your ending. As 
there are none too old for eternity, fo there; 
are none too young for mortality, B^em,em* 
ber thy Creator now in ike days of thy youtk^- 
EccF. xii, 1. There is no^obtaJning of what 
is prbmifed, but by ft^ififling what is com^ 
manded. The neglbftjng of the race bt 
holineftjt wiH be the obftrufting of the pricn 
of ha^pinefs. Follow peace with alb men^ 
and hoUnefsj without which nqne Jhalt fte, 
the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. Beloved, there* 
are many young men,, who ar^ vety wicked 
in the wor4d> they walk in diarknefs, and do 
the works thereof j they are young iayears^ 
but old in fin ; EccK xi. Q. Rejoice, 
young man in thy youth, and l(t thy heart 
chear ihee^ and walk in the ways of thine awn 
heart. O this is brave inde^^d, if it would 
alv^ays laft ; but after the fiaQi of lightning, 
comes the clap of thundering ; mark what 
follows, Butknoxv/or all the/e things, Go4 
will bring thee to judgment ; See fir^, were 
it not for this [^wi,] how brave were it for 
wicked nien ! {^But,'] know after all the/e 

^ things 
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tfii'MS God wiLLbring tkee to judgment ; for 
fill thy wantonnefs, pride, profanenefs and 
prodigality, thou (halt be brought to judg- 
ment. After all your prefent receiving, you 
muft be brought to a future reckoning ; 
therefore let nothing be done in this world, 
which cannot be aniwered irt another. Let 
me bcfeech yoii, who are young men and 
women. To remember your Creator in ^ the 
days of your youth \ — to love, honour, and 
ferve God in. your yoiithful days. If God's 
to day be too Toon for thy repentance, thy 
to-morrow will be t;oo late for bis acceptance. 
Be faithful untqdeath, and I will give ihee 
d crown of lifty Kev. ij. 2* Ohold on, and 
hold out to the end. He that draws back 
from prpfeffipn, fhall be kept back from S<\\- 
vatioQ. H^ f:hat departs ia the f fith fhall be 
faved, bu|: he that departs from the faith 
fhajl be dapined. If any man drawback^ 
my Joul fhall have no pleqfure in him^ Heb. 
X. 38, Be JtedfaHi unmoveabl^j always a- 
hounding in the work of the Loxd, feeing you 
knbWj that your labour is not in vain tn, the 
Lord, iCor. xv. 58. If he gives that grace 
that is due to us, fhall we deny him that 
glory that ir due to him ? If )ie makes our 
natures gracious, we fbould rda^e his naiiie 
glorious. O be ftill with God ; fo was 
David, Pfal. cxxxix. 18; When I awake I 
am flill with iA^^.— — Amen* 

* SERMON 
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SERMON XI. 

FOLLOW THE LAMB. 

Rev Eli.; xiv. 6, 

Theft are they which fouorv the^Lamb, 

' ,-. 

Tjohitherfomer he goeth* 

THE romtxiand of this book isfet forth, 
chap. i. iq. Write the things that are, 
and the things thatJhalL he herec^ter. And 
into thcfe two parts it is divided. 

1. A revelation of the things that are re- 
ferred to the {fivcn churches of Afia., (2.) 
The general ftate of the jchiirch to come ; 
and that from John's time, unto the fecond 
coming of the Lord. 

The fabje£l of this book fo much con- 
cerns the good of the church, that Jefus 
Chrilt commandeth every one that hath an 
ear to hear, to hearken what the fpirit of 
God faith unto the church; and to (hew 
how earned he is, tphave all his members, 
andfervants acquainted with the things that 
are revealed in it : A blefiing is likewife pro- 
nounced upon the reader, tiearer and ^ doer 
of the things written in this facred record, 
chap. i. 3. Oh ! what can be faid more, to 

llir 
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ftir us up to hear and read, than blefled- 
nefs ? And blejjed is he that keepeth the zaord 
of the prophecy of this book, cha^p. xxii. . 7. 
but how- Ihall we keep th^na, except we 
know them ? and how fhall we know them 
except we read them? None in heaven or 
earth, or under the earth, was found worthy 
fo much as to look into it, till Jefus Chrill 
wept and took it out of his Father's hand to 
open it to us, chap. v. 3. The blelFed St. 
John could no^ but weep for fear, left it 
fhould have been kppt dole from him and 
the church: — But J^efus Chrift be^ftowed it 
upon her ia the latter days ^ and' it is our 
duty to look inio-it, rea;d and expound it, 
that alkthe peoplte m^y be acquainted wtfe 
it: Foxiathefe latter ages, is, and'fttall be 
thievery heat of war, betwixt God and Be- 
lial ; Chrift and Antichrift ; the Lamb's fol- 
io wera, "and. the beafl's; the righteoQS and 
the wicked. Now this book plainly t'ciis us 
what fhall be the ilSie, and fuccefs in the day 
of battle: which &de {hall have the viftory, 
and which fhall go down, chap. xvii. 19, and 
i^ertainly the»Tons of Belial fhall 41 ot prevail : 
the date of their reign is almoft out, and the 
jbitiiedraweth on a.-pace, wherein they fc«ll 
laid in the dufl. It further fheweth tis the 
ibrrows, fufferings, affli£lions and tribuila- 
tbns, which the church was tolpeet withal 
in the latter times^ cap. xi. 7^ .&c. With 
tbe. true flate of the church up^n^ eaf th : 

what 
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what fhe i«^ where (be is^ how flie is, and 
what Ihe fhall be hereafter. 

Before the laying time^ the true church 
is inthe wil3ernefs. Where Jhe hath a place 
prepared her of God ^ that theyjhouldjetdhet 
there^ one thoufand two hundred and three 
/core days, chap, xii. 6. Before the flayiaj 
o\ the witneffes, the true worfhipers of Go( 
are in^ a low condition; in heavinefs and 
fadnefs, in feckcloth and afhes, in a mourn- 
ing and buffering ftate ; being fcattered and 
dilpcrfediiere and there, asllrael was of old^ 
But though this be the conditioti of the 
poor woman ip ihe wilderness, yet (he niay 
take comfort in thefe -things : (1.) That God 

{)repared a place foTher; aourilhed and 
ocked her up in his chambers of jprovi- 
dence ; and numbered her days of fuffering* 
The tribulation of the faints of the Old Tel- 
tament is redkoned up ftill by year5; as th? 
bondage of Egypt, four hundred and thirty 
years; but under the New Teflamenthy 
^?Ly^^YeJhall have tribulation ten days, chap* 
ii. 10. And the two xvitnejjes Jhdll lie dead 
three days and a half , chap. xi. 9/ So the 
woman was to be in the wildernefs, one 
thoufand two hundred and three/core days. 

The chp'rch is compared 16 a woman for 
the following reafons : (1.) As a woman is 
weakand feeble, fo \% the church, and can 
do riothing without Chrift, John xv. 5 (2 ) 
As fced? uleful and fruitful, io is the church, 

John 
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JoTrn XV. 2. ^3.) As (he is faij and beauti- 
ful fo is the church. (4.) As\fhe. is fiill of 
Ib^^e and afFeftion, fo is the church, Cant. u. 5. 

Under the^flayirig time, iHe true worfliip- 
ers ofGod, and witneffes of Jefus Chrift, 
lie dead in theftreets of the great city, which 
is fpirilnally called Sodoifi and E^ypt. chap. 
XL o- That IS, in Antichrnl s kingdatns aria 
domitiions. The woman tohich thou/axve/l^ 
is that great city, which rxigneth over the 
kings oftheeUrthi chap,* xvii; 4. She is cat- 
Ie4 Sod6m, for ner filthinds and Wicked- 
nefs; and Egyp^, for her criiefty arfd'op- 
preflionr, chap, xvii. 4. The'ferVants of ^ 
and the members' of Jefus (!Jhrift,- are 'here 
called two witneffes; becau|6 of the yfew^ 
nefs of them, and as two are pi number fiif- 
ficient to bear witnefs, Johit viii. 17. 

1. Their works are to bear witnefs far 
Chrift and his truth, again ft the worid, the 
flefh and the devil. (2,) They ftand up for ^ 
him, to maintain his name, honour, caufe, ' 
truth, worfhip and glory in the world; Dan. 
vii. 16, 17, 18, and chap. vi. And ye killed 
the Prince of life, whom God hath raifedfrom 
the dead, whereof we are witnefTes, Afts iii. 
15. (3.) They witnefs againft tJne beaft, and 
all the whole myftcry of iniquity; againft 
the whore of Babylon, who hath committed 
fornication with the kings of the earth, and 
made kerfelf drunk with the blood of faints^ 
Rev* xvii. 6. (4. j They bear witnefs lA joy- 
ing 
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irig for liirA ; for to die for the trbth^ is a 
living teftimony to, It. He who fof (thrift's 
fake loves not his life unto .the death, (lies 
a mofl; glorious witneft of him, chap. ^ii. 
And they loved not their lives unto the de^thJ^^ 

Antichritt raifeth in a double beaft, in Jiis' 
civil pdwef, and his ecclefiafticSl powet/ 
Now thefe t^o beafis {lay the fai'thfiil wit-" 
nefles of Jetusi Chritt^ and rejoice over their! 
dead bodies, and make nl^rry, irid fend' 
j^ifts one to another, chap. xi. 10. 0h! 
haw' will gracel<*ii, faithjefs, Chrjftliefs rtieii 
rejoice at the affliftionS arid calarriitids ot 
Cod*s people ! faying wh'drd Is. now your. 
God, krid Chrift your King? Pfal/xlii;; '16, 

As touching the hatilre of the yitnefies 
death, we are ^not to conceive thereof as tho* 
the farhe ' were to be a c6f poral killing or 
flayip^ but^a civil j not fo much theii^ bodies, 
as their teftim6iiies,^depxi^ing arid fiiippiilg* 
them of their liberty, worfliip, ordiitaticetf, 
jreligiofii ind thb free exercife of their dfls jj 
fuffering not a fcrvant of Jefas Chrift, to 
bear an dpert tei^rtiony a^aind the abohli- 
nation of the kingdbiii of Antichrift, nof het 
wickednefs; faiJt makmg kws againft tHei^^^ 
anrf lay fng in ' Wart ' for them,^ topping their 
inpuths,' and imprifoning their bodies^ hat- 
irig and hunting them up and down, aftfifV- 
ing' and tor ftieriting them, and taking pof- 
feSon of their rights; killings and^ paying 
them aff. tke day long, and accounting them 
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ds Jheep J^QT the JlaughtcTy Rom. viii. 36. 
'I?.p0n th^ account the witnefljrs are (aid to 
be^;fiaiq, ... .' , \- \;k ,,': . ' .:^. \ 

'; \(ind after three days and a haJf^ ^ ike Jfint 
?/" ^f^fTOffk God entered inio thern^ ma they 
jlbod upon their feeti and gtee^. fear. Jell • 
u§ on them that Jaw them^ chap^ xi. 11; 
A fpirit of boldnefsy courage* ^ :f«aj, un- 
4^u0|ednefs and refolutiptj, to «ippeat for 
0\x^ ^hd hi? caufe. ' - . ; .:; , 

i A(t€r the flaying Jtinie the trufrcbiirdli is 
wh tfeCfLamb <in. Mount iSion» ititfeuan 
fe^hdrecl> foxtyt. aod four i4«>ufa/id^ Kaviog 
tlieir Ipatlicr'a nanr^c written in tl^jic. fore- 
headct; ,. and thc; glorious |>jdci;iCB vofthe 
\,^fci\> in the ii^dft of her, rejoicing mightily 
oftheir^yiiaory. over the. bea^ . 

\ Thw.>^cVapjer put of ;wWch:roy,twt is 
tal?^^ ccmi;aiaisi the foHowuxg ". paxtia 

(|.;)\ A tovery defcriptiqn; of Jfc(tts CW, 

U) t^,7^oiilitUdfior,a I^n^^ XcMb 

j^opd u^onMomt Sion/M&c^ u (2.) lo rc- 

TpeflS of ^is innqceucv, ineeVqjel* :aiid,^- 

Herice> Afisyi».;^2* ^3-) .-A lively^ defiwip* 

tion of the cbwif^cfc, tne^ Lataob'^^ if»ifc, aad 

tliatTrotn ver. i. tp .5.^ (4;) A ^gloripiw dt- 

icription of the cniircn tnjni|lers. Afid J/w 

anQiher\^%geljSpn^ in^the ^i/^ oj ^htemn, 

haviffg the eaerl^irtg . gf^ptlf .veiv 6* Ani 

ihere foUon'ed .antth^r, .jaym^yMatyhn is 

'/atk^, ver. 8- \And tke.tAird Jflhv-'od him, 

Jm^ng xdth a^oud voice, . £?c. * vcr.. oi * 

■ : ^ The 
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Th€ firfl AtigelpuWiflied th« free gwcfe 
of God in Jefus Cnrift opci^ly, againil aW 
the inventions of men : The fecond pro- 
chiirhed the utter ruin of Babylon, ana the 
deftruflion tiierfeoF, over the world : * ' Tfi^ 
third doth ferioufty ind folemnly give \(rar«f- 
ing td all thofe wno (hafU yet' adhere loiht 
beaft, (bevring the danger anrd mifery of it." 

The judgments and vengeance which 
ihaill be executed upofi the mtktAx 'the 
fpirk'doth fet it fbnh^y a double fitriiHtLfde; 
,the <me by^rendfering/ ttee other by githef-- 
tag, atid' that' from ver. 16, to* tne end. 
God wiii (as it were) tain hell out of heaven 
4i*>Oii Babylon ; hfe hath fire a!td brimft^ae 
for his fpiritual Soddm, judgment withdut 
m6rcy,'and fury without companion. ^ 
* I- (hall now TOrtie to the words of my 
'te^t,' Tkeji ami they which /allow the Lamh 
whhherfoever he gotth. In haftdling of thid 
point i fhall fhew you, what if i^s to fSP^ 
low the Lamb, (2.) Why they fbllow 
him. 1^3:) TJie excellency of follcywing him. 
(4.) The mifery of them ths^t dc5 not; (c) 
How they may be kftown frotti the Bdalli 

1 . To fo^llow the L^mb wMtherloevet he 
gpeth, is to do it without hypckrrily ; and 
conftiintlv withput apoftacy. Many follow 
the Loril as i^ggars follow a man, only for 
aft alms : 'they prize the wages jtff rfeligion, 
above the works of it. You/eek me not 

hecaufe 
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becau/e of the mir^leSy bid b^tmfo^ yam did 
eat of the loaves and wtr€ filledj }ffhn vii; 26. 
Oh f bdoved, God ^bbores an hyip^crite, 
more than a fodomitg vrand h^ll b provided 
for iuch* But they that follow th« Lord 
ihould cleave to him, and xonttnue forever 
in his ways, unto: the end of their days, 
MyJbiil/olloxjM Jpardqffc}^ fiim^ (faitb;Davic() 
PfaK Ixiii. 8. i > r 

^ Thus have I {hewed you what it is^tafolr 
low ,t\\t Latrib ; fhall too^w hnit ^t the ex(5el- 
lencies of fbllpwing hiiti, ^^ : • 

* As fopn as we are imiied with Chdft, our 
fins are upon him, and hi^ rjghteoufncirs 
upon us. It'i^ he th4tgivt;s us^ life, and 
puts exeelleni: Orn^aroenis upon nsto: cover 
our nakednefs, and decks.u« with jewebAini 
geinf of gold ; fp we bcc^bpie^ beautifpl in 
his fight, Ifa. ixi- ip- That he might :prefent 
to^hii^eljf'agloHciUs chu^ch^ ^€. £pk v. 
;g7V Whfen the Lord fliineth forth upon^his 
people in glorious difcowries of >4iirafelf, 
ne cajls therri away from their former 'con- 
dition. When he difoovered hiiufelf in a 
goffjel difpenfationy^ his people were no 
longer to fit under d»rl< clouds of legal 
cerenibnies, but to foitow tfct Lamb whitter- 
fi^ever he goeih. • - : 

True believers love GhHft more than they 
do themfelves. TA^ loved not th^r lives 
unto the dtath. Rev. xii. They -flighted, 
contemned, yea djfpifed their very lives, 

when 
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^^henttheyrftQod.iii tom.petition with Ch^'i^ 
ntidjhis- glory •» they chore mtber to firffer 
the greateft 'mifejy^ thatn he Ihoul4 )ofe the 
leafl ot'this«i honour. The love of. Qlv:'^ 
hadi fiMide his<faint$ and witnefl'e5,;yiejd all 
the partg a^d iiieiHJ:>ers oT their ,b/2> dies, to 
the.cruelapd mereiJefsj i oft ruiBcti^ts. of bloody 
perfecutors ; their bacJ<a to be whippeiJ, 
their eyes to be bored ; and their tongu<;s 
to be cut out of theirniouihi ;. J^eb* XV38. 
Oi>; firs; what ain /aftpniihing k>ve) did thefe 
bear towards iheir bltBifed J<k4eeii>er- ^ WAo 
JkalLSJ^raU, %sjrom\th^ Lave oj, (jhijh '^<^ 
. Rom. vin. 35, 3», 39. . ' ,. :> 

; . The worfliippers ot' the beaft, and all prq- 
ph*)ne> unbcliev.er.>^ fii^H be ,qaft ioto. that 
iake p£ firfliwhich burnsjarid flainesr^for eyei:, 
jRe^, xix. B.iil; how different uriU it b? with 
tr»e bclteyer^r^ when they chaage earth for 
heave*, they ,.<lo : not lofe their happi^efe, 
hut complete, jt, John xvii* 24^ : Fath^ 
J mill that tthayal/o xj^ho^nrthmgiw^l m^, he 
zait/i me %^ien, J Gmi ^u Nqt. oply wijh 
me for ' ever, Ifew vwith myifiijr)^^ and raia^gels 
\\km^^, 'Oh.how urijfpeakableis the glory 
of hen y e05i' ' Oh jhe^r i^finitoi)? ; gJorioMs is 
tbe.9ba0^{cN9f»f trwe belieyers follow the 
Lamb whitherfoever he goelh, becaufe they 
fhaUbeforewtvirjth hiai'in fullnefs of glory, 
and endlef^ Jfelieityi, Rom*; viii.; 17. 
'; Ihus h^ve.l fh>>v^ed yp.a \vfey beliteyers 
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l<Klk>w the: Liufk)b. i fbaiH lunr. ^dvanee 
itfpiop the excellencies of following htm. 

X. Tfecy fhall ftand before' him^ add 
hiiye his glorious prefence; know his fecrets, 
mmd, counfel, and hfs^ witii and qone 
JiDoweth it but them : J thank thee^ O Father, 
JjTKd of heaven and Mrth, *&c. Mat xL'!25. 
The ttue believer (ball have all 1 hk warns 
fupfS^ied; and (hare wtthChriflt in alLnobJe 
und honourable tonqueft§i (1, 0>r. XV..55.) 
over the eWorld; ^e^th., hdha^id folfe^rtDgs : 
In'cdl' the/e things ri>0> arcnare thdfi caH- 
^qutrdrs^ through him- that i^ed w, Rom. 
viii. 37* 

2. They (hall likewife lit i>pon the throne 

iwiihv hitn;, Rev* iii, 20, 2X. To him that 

^wcr Cometh mil /grant to^Jit with rminmy 

ihfom, &Ci Oh what aii honour is tim ! 

-what a giory is this- 1 to (it upon the throne 

-with Chrill! is it. not honour and glory 

enough for us to be in heaven' with God 

Ghrifl and angels/but we nfuft (it up6n a 

thronp there ? Judging the i^orld "With^lke 

<'Lainb. If you confult fticred feciDrd*,i-you 

will find that both Godv Chrift, and the 

faintS' are' faid to jiidge' the World: The 

^rdinatioil i^GodV, tbfc eXwmioh is^Chriffs, 

^tid the approbation is the faints. Now 

Abe wid^ed may judge the righteom^' tot 

tjhyen.th^y (liali judge tbq tvicki^.'' • 

^ThaS'have Iftewen you the excellency 
jcf following the Lamb. 

The 



, The imfo-y ofihofewho follow the beaft^ 
i$.'gTeaiin this life^ l>u( iv wiil be greate* in 
the atiuitp Oh the plagues^ the tejpble 
plagua^ that (hall fail upon the beaft! 
peaih^ mourning, famine and jirc, chap« 
xviii. o. The judgments- (hall come upon 
ail parties^i degrees and conditions of men 
thatjoin iv^th the beail : So that all who 
worfnip him, receive his mark and belong 
\Ql him^ (vifz. thofe^ that live prpphane 
liyes) whither they be high or low, rich or 
poor, tf' they do not come ofi- from him^ 
they (hall (hare Jii' all his plagues* Omc 
Qfut of JuVf my ptople^ thM.ye^^ '^t. p^^ 
taker s of turf ns, and that ye receive m.Q^ of 
her pl(xgues9 Rev« xviii. 4* 

The widceds though here cioftthed in 
fillc and velvet) ihall wifli for the moua*^ 
taitts to cover them, which would be^blirl 
a poor (helter; Far the^ mountains melt at 
tM prtfonce 'of the Lordp and. the rockf rend 
afimdir whm he. is a'kgry. They thaf 
made others fly away from them, <a$ in«o-^ 
cent Lambs from devouring wolves, (hail 
be: afraid of the wrat^ of ^e. Lamb thaii 
fitteth on the throne. Oh, how will any 
aof thoie dare to appear before: his ^ribun^t, 
tlut 'have flained ^ the fword of - aytbority 
>with the bipod of innoc-cncy, :by turning 
its liacic agpinflt the vicious, and whetting 
. its; edge j9ig4iii|ft tiiB Hghicous ? Ev^jy uu^ 
. jufi^ jud|^, dsi^t h^s* {tx Qonfidently * upon 

the 



1^4' Fi>{hw the 

thib ''ifefldi*; will then -IftanJ tremWing at 
the Mf ; Oh, how will they !m aftT?^^ 
lilf u^ their heaife befofc ChrAl:, whb\ftafve 
lifted ' up thefr : hands againff ^ Wm ? T^e 
kings oj 'the earth Jl&bd upy hnd'^the rulers 
ifi&re gathered together agcdn^Hke Lord, aftd ' 
kis Anointed, Afti iv; 26. Rev. kvii. J14. 
Oh, how many great ifaen'have the}"e bet^n, 
that have made ild other flfe bPtheif^great* 
nel's, but to be great in wickednefs I gireat* 
fwear^rsv drunkards, libbaih- breakers^ per*. 
fecutorsy adulate re irj) ^hd atheifls j -'^ho/Sft* 
ftead of denying ^hd^ibfftkifigtllS dti^iF,- 

have fotJbvs^edfhW^n^ ^M^^his Vdrk«V*'^ 
prthc^^are febeKwuSf'dnS ■cof^pdMof/i^'^f 
thiwes, Ha. I 23, Buetfee gre4t*3©«d; >^ 
gadtift whofYi'they -iki,' iS' g-r^ater thSn Ihfe 
gfeaT[eft \ Eefo'k whifnV'dUkhmiUi^ns'^ thi 
idbHd'areb^inS a ^fopbfl^^^ 
ihefrmll dufl' ofnfti mUn<k) - Ifai *1: ini 
He toucheth the rftowntains^ ind i^bf lnk>Mi 
tefor(j 'Whona, 'the' dev?ilsfta rand ' tffcrtWef. 
Thereiofe; ^^4 f3«^i)be fo^hoAi th&f fotfalce 
him, and folldw: ihtJ beaft ; uhey' ftMt*?y 
lor ' help;, but there ^iVi bfe ;nbne' to deliver 

Oh! whit tt dreadful'thrtug fC is, t&ht 
tiiide^ the iwrath df God/'^Bo l?e 'M hurniftg 
£l^m€«^ Sod fblr feVer tb'be b^nifhed Yrom 
thc'prefence of God/ aUd hi^^hotfan^efe! 
This will be the fiOrtfoft bf thii hietf ft's IbN 
lowersi C)*h will they not w*9i tftlftf; jhey 
*' : ^ ^ had 



1 L".U 



•«> 



Foihw the L&mh. >% 

nerijj: been Jk>ro ? And that they might 
be WK^d into; ftocks and Hones ? But «lfts \ 
aii tbfir i«ft(h6s yiU do them n6 good r 
Chwft iMiU fiiy to tbani then, Departye <urf^ 
ed irUo everlajiing ^re, prepared for th& 
devil and his angels. Mat. xxv. 41,42,43V 

I ()ia<i noproc4^ed to explaiiti ho# the 
Lamb's folloM/jersraay be known -from the 
beaft't/ 

1. Tbty are in the jTpirit of the Lamb| 
(RoHEH^ viii- Qi iS.) aaa by t^h«t fpirit they 
are. led and taugnt, a fpirit of holinefs, 
meei^nefs, love, ftnd a true humble and 
fakh^A fpirit^ God calh his people, tk: 
dearly behoed afhiijaul, (Jer. xii. 7.) his 
glory, portion, frtends and dhildreh; but 
3iebeaft calls them feditidus deceiyerSi de^ 
luders, blafphetners^ fool^ and mad^men^ 
as if thfey ^ete ndt worthy to have abemg 
iiXnMkgfi kktk. ,._ ' ' 

i* The Lamb's followers may be known 
from the bcfaft's, by their {eeeprn^ the cotn^ 
mandmetts^ of God, and tfate faith of Jefur^ 
Rev^ x|v. 12^. Here iS' the- patience, qfihe 
Jkints ; here dre they that keep the commdfid^ 
mentsaf Qed, aiid the faith of^efus. Jh^ 
hear his votcit, profefj his worftiijf), atid 
obey hisdo€lnttc ; Ithey abhore AntichriflK^ 
th^%foHp>w( not th^ b^a(^ ii^t reeeivt his 
m^rk, bu( keep their beatitiful garments, ' of 
gelpei ihnoceAcy. Th^y arc aTjEb mottsi- 
flid^ with the chtirches heavinefV, than 

B b they 
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they: are i^€^d with th?ir own bappinefs. 

2%< iKing^Midi wh if thy coimtei}^nceJ(id? 
i^^.v Neh* ii.:2. .How;can Sioq;; fens, be 
rejoicing,, wh^n their, mother is mourning? 
Thp' they, were the Jews delblation, yet 
they were Jerepaiah'* iaraentgrtion* How 
Ciain fuch ^jpice in her (landings that dp. not 
HAOiirn far ^her falling? When thp churches 
adverfaries make long furrows upon her 
backi wc (houidcait in the feed qf tears. 
Rcmefniet ihem that^ ,art in hQuds^ &c. 
Hehi * a^iii. ,q* . • . - 
; g* The Lamh> followers are lilcewife 
knownby :theif iove ^d fjafFeripgs for QMiit, 
tjiey cbuf(? :the; vrorft qf forrowsi ^beforcthey 
will cofnnp^t the le^ft of fins; yir iky^f^kc 
we^ are^HlUd all (M 4^y long^ . c^nd jiLCicQunted 
asflieepfor th^Jlojmh^tr^ Fu^m,j^liv. Rom. 
viii. <36. Howr fhaH we IgnfJ ^f \|ie h^ycn 
bfrett, if we* are not toffed upaa_^^ fe^ of 
tra^lUe ? A* b,eU^ v^r flioiuldr.ijwfj jabpye the 
love oflife, aqd th^^ fear of desitb* , Though 
we ciinotliye)wi,t^9ut affliftjiqns^.yetktus 
liifie above them*. None are (b welcome to 
tbat fpirit^uaKQanaant/^s thoie thjat fwim to 
it>t|ifx;)iigli the red fea of their ow;n, blQod. 
ph; ho>!i;^|pjreciQps»bq>^ glorious^ nowlove- 
ly^^ajqjd.fweet is jef^^^ to believers! 

^hey.a(lfliire the ^glcniy 0/ his perfpn,,and 
lli'e*beafj^y of hishplin'efe/ , ? _. ; 

Npw, by this ypu may ^kflO>)r th^^ If amb's 
. XoUow^eis from the beafi's. * 

v.i.ij ■ 1. For 
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1 . For examination ; Oh, beloved, ex- 
amine iand tiy yourfeives. what is ir you 
n?ind ? What is it you feek ? What is it you 
" do? Do you follow the Lamb ia his com- 
mandi^, teachings, appointments, and in his 
"examples, thro* fufFeririgs » and reproaches? 
have you forfaken all and followed him? 
Mat. xvi. 24. Have you taken up his crofs 
and denied yourfeives? Mat. xvi. 24. Have 
you learned of him to be meek and-lowly ? 
Mat. xi. 29. Have you vifited and cloathed 
his Members ? Mat. Xx v; 36. Have you 
. kiired,the fon and made your peace With 
;;hitn? O beloved, are you new creatures? 
Are Vcm in Chrilt ? Are you in faith ? Knaw 
y$'not, if thrift be not inyoui ye^are i^cpm* 
bates? 2. Cor. xiii. 5. •^ u - 

O ! Jet me esdiort and befeech yoo,. for 
your immortal fouls fake>* to come out -pf 
Babylon, from the company Of wicked men, 
that you may not be defiled : O come away 
to Jefus Chrilt, Ari/e my love and eomioway, 
Carit. ii: 10. Oh, finners he caUs .you to 
come to him, will yOu not go? We lauft 
fo/ftike fin, and embrace virtue ; put off the 
old man, and put on the new; we mud have 
repentance and naortitication, a dying unto 
fm, and a living unto righteoufnefs ; frona 
the love of earthly things to the defire of 
heavet)ly ; that we may live in Chriit, as he 
lives in the Father, 1 Surely, belov4?d,. that 
-is a bleffed and glorious lile.— ^— Am<in. 
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SERMON XH 

WATCH PRAY- . 

MARK xiv. 38. 

<• < ■ • 

> • .' 

PKife/f md.Prayi lejl you fnttr ii^ 
■I ■■ ■■ ' f^mptdiqn. ^ 

• • • • ■ 

AS Chrift is the churches frknd, fo &tsN[i 
is her enemy ; he ii^akes wac againft 
the remnant ol his Teei, which ke€^$ tht 
coTOm^ndiAents <jtf' God, and^bftve ijic lefti- 

^ony of Jefus, p.ey. xiiV jjv 
« ^ The devil envieth GUI' happincfs^, and Itcfcs 
bur rUirt by tempting us, i Cor. v/f- O 
beloved ! he is the great dcceivpr p( n^ti<m$ 
and fonts : this great enemy of all mai)|lfn^, 
ivho^oeth about like a rpari*Bg Koh,-fetfe- 
ing whom he may devour^ 1 /|^et. v. (J. 
But now here is the churi;hes.happine(fe, t^t 
Chrift is heir friend, Gaiit. v. 1^. 'O !- the 
Lord Jefiis hath a great l6vc for mi and 
fherietore he counfels tos, i% t^e tfOrds of 
the text, (0 roatch And. pray ^ left zue enter inr . 
id temptation. Thefe are the words of o«r 
Lord Jfefos to his difcipFes, fhey having, 
been flumbierin«g and fleeping, iifhei^'Chi^m 
Ifad fcbu^mandeiS t&em t£> ^utch. they 
^ contain 
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eoiitain^ 9 fop^pfidion of tbeireiitetfet^kto 
temptaticMi, upon which CWi^ grounds a 
mandator exhoftatiott, Ihevtring' tKeai the 
way t6 aVoidit, ito Ihefe word.'^, watch and 
pray, &c. H^nce.we may raifc ihef* tWo^ 
points of doftrine : 

1. That a child of God is attended with 
temptation. (2} That the only way to avoid 
the eviJ.tentiptatioD, is to watch and pray. 

For the liril of thefe^ we may ol^lervie th^s 
method : 1. Of the tempef. 2. Of the temp- 
tation, 5. Of the mafiney of their wwl^trgp^. 
with'realons why they have fb much poier. 

We naVe foiir 6^v6ral tempei-s in fcripturie* 
tii:}^(i lenfrptiftg niart, i; e. trving and proving 
KiM^>, ?!!$ irt Dcut. viii. 2. Tnus Cod tenlpted 
Alitaham, Gen. xxii. 1. which is interpreted, 
'Hib. xi ij. 'By faith Abraham^ xofun he 
^ai tried t offired up tfaaCy &c. this temp- 
ling is i>ot to pvil, nor for our hiirt; but 
God tempts u|)bn thefe accounts ; 

For the trial of his people's fear ancl faith; 
he proves them in fome thing that is near 
ai*d dear tahto them ; perhaps, depfiveui 
tfeelm of fome fpccial neceffary mercy, t<y 
fee wh^her they cati trutl him, and believe 
in the wa*t of it; whethe^r they can live by 
faith u{>Qn the God of mercies, When they 
are gone, as it is written, Thejufl Jhall live 
iyfuvth^ Heb- ii 17. 

Agaifii the Lord tempts for the proof of 
«hfeir obedience : and thus the Lord fpeaks 

to 
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, JO Abraham after that trial :^ And in ihyjced 
//hall , all the nations of the. tarth.be meJjeL 
' Why ?. Jiecatf/e ihgm hqjl, obeyed my voice. 
Jp all this the Lord feeth what.is in our 
. hearts, qs he faid of Ifrael, Deut.^yiii. 2. 

We may find man ternpting God too, that 

is, provoking him to jealoufy and wrath; 

thus did the children oflfrael at the waters 

of M^ribah, Deut. yi.^16. Ye JHall not 

itexnpt the Cord your Qody ExqcJ. xvii. 2. 

Wherefore dp, ye tempt the jLprd?^ But firft 

pi all, we tempt Goa whpn we doubt of his 

; power ; 9$ when we are in, any j[ti:ait or dif- 

^ liculty, \^^e miftrutt the power of God to 

deliver us, or b^ilow any mercy tipttn.us 

ywhichwe ftand in need of ;^.as that Lord 

did,, on whole hand the ,iK^ing leaned, who' 

^ (aid, if the Lord make windows in' h^^i/en, 

. might this tHin^ be?^ When he had promi/ed 

in tii^e of famine, that on ihemorrpw there 

,Jhould be plenty^ 2 Kings vii. 2. 

When we call his faitnfulnefs in queflion ; 

^What greater difparageroent or. more dif- 

^ graceful thing can there.be to a man, than 

• to \>t wrongfully accufed for falfifyiug his 

.word? Theft how. much greater provaca- 

tioii, is it to the great God, to he impeached 

for breach of promife, and counted unfaith- 

fijl, who cannot lie ? Heb. vi.» 18. 

Laftly, when we murmur at the hand of 

„ God, or any of his judgnri^ntj; this Ifrael 

did ^t Meribah^ Expd. xyii. 2,^iimd j^s 

doth 
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d 6th exceedingly cuflame and excite the/ 
wr^th.pf God, :fWe cannot difp'ofe £br our- 
feWes, and yet we are angry at the provi* . 
dence of an all- wife God : We fin, arid are- 
not troubled that he corrc6ls us tor it. 

Jn the next place, our lufts are tempters, 
James i. 14. Every man is tempted^ when • 
he is drawn away of his own hearts lujl^ ' 
and enticed* XKir lutts ftrive within us to be* 
finfully fatisfied, and thcfte/h wars againfl". 
ih^ Jpirit^ the, heart fometimcs alluring; 
arid this comes to pafs, i. By prefenting 
fopQe .finful objeft : It is not good to nouriCh- 
fuch conceptions, but to ilrangle thenx in- 
their firft appearance, elfe finml thought^. 
£row upon us. 2. By prefenting fome de- 
urablenefs in the ODJe6l: But be quick* 
fighted; ftp, however it feems fair under 
ibme : colourable pretext, is indeed, upon* 
good deliberatioq, not zx all to be defired ;^ 
put fometiinjes it conoescloathed in fuch a. 
glorious garb, as if it meant no harm, that 
yoii muft be willing to fly to God by prayer 
againft this temptation. 3, There's perfua- 
fion to confcn^ to the fin : be not eafily per- 
fuaded to offend your Father: Oh!, now 
» yfiW our lulls gain upon us, if we do not re- 
fill ! ftrive with.all your might : the greateif 
your;allqrement to fin is, thef greater it is ; 
I appeal to faitit's experience. 
: In the fourth and lall place, we have th€> 
devil temj^ting man ; he is called the tempter, 
.r. ' Maf. 
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Maii'fv. f^ ^. Mark i» 1^. Art4 ibdMd 
this is the grand iempier, %at iftiakennBoi 
ouF hitis ^ si Tttbfervknt ^rgao or initra- 
me At for his tempt ation^ agatftA thtf {^xjA % 
and indeed were it not for our loft^ it woirid 
be i)% vaiti for fatan to tempt. As we fee in 
Chrift, thefts was nothing witliin fdr iiim to 
take hold of, he being without (infui lufts ; 
but he muit come by word of mouth to 
tempt kirHy as M^t* M X 3* Bat here k 
nigm be enquired, HoU fiioU / ^n^esi) «k^ii 
y^^^A raifcth the temptatim / I anfwer firft, 
when ai^'cam^s Aroti^ly and forcibly upon 
thefooilask were, wiifh a double power^ 
eve^4>venk flowing thai (bui {dltnoft) at t)ie 
fiift encdunter. There V » doi]^I« ftnettgfdl 
in the itroke^ 2. Wi^en it is of toinff eon- 
tinuance, as «hat was which PmU ^o^^^ 
th€ iLpvd izd€e fo¥^ £ Gor; xii.- d. SatM 
infiame&tbeiuftsofc^ihis Ikeart alre^i wlmjt 
liiefim i« ready to di^ and goo^^ ^«bloN^ 
it up a^ain^ adds hfbiand iir6ftg4l' to thtf 
tempratibn^ whieli elfe could Adt laftiottg,; 
3. Then temptation, when> tho' it may \ffi 
w< ak at (iifty yet at length by de^nits^ ^ 
grows- ()^ronger arnd ftron^^^ Satan b<H 
gins trt reafon with, and perAiade tflte Ibttt 
bv piaufible argumentSv 4, We may pcf- 
ceive th€ wqrking cf ^he ferpeht, the devil j 
when t^e temptation is full of wiJei and fub'^ 
tile del^ufiotis, flpb. vi. 11, ± Tim. ii. 16. 
Itev, iiir 24.. The more intricate, and full 
^ * 'of 
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oP'ftiBrility ifhe temptation ' is/ the mot^ ' 
eafaftr there *is to fufpefl. Satan is very ' 
bufi^ for the enfnarrtg of the foul, ' 

Li^flfly; THe" i*iore it is in. direfl oppofi- 
tiAn to" Go<l in his commands, or the like, 
we*may *be the more fare rt is of fa tan's 
framings f^rthc heart, and its lufts, feefc 
for fatisfatftidn, and then are ftiir(1ffatan 
jo^iti not)* tho' Gfod be not fb direftly oppo« 
fite : fiut the devil flrikes always at him ire 
his temptations ; 6r if not atways^,^ yetf moft 
frtqiiently.'^ ' - -, 

'Thusmuch foir the t^m|:^T; novfor the ^ 
t^fnptatioti itfcif Tbcinef are feveral forts; * 
btrt to reduce them alt to thefe three heads, ' 
thfcy etiric^rh;"attd'ftrike"firft at God ; this 
being fata n's great aim to oppofe hiin- as 
t^6 enemies,, always in direflt oppofition to 
ptife ai^otherV'and thus he tempts either. 
Aito the being of a (uptime -Judj^e^ .calling 
in queftibh the vety truth dnd eftehce of the 
great Qod; caufiiig th^ foiil to dout whether * 
there be^ a God or no^ like Ph4ro, W%() is' 
th^'Ldrd, &c. Ekod. i, 5. 

Secondly^ Sonie teioptations touch upon 
th6 nattrre.ot G6ri, as to the manner of his 
beitig,* the myftery of three dift ihft ^ef fons, 
as to their ofiStes and opetations, in the 
individtt&l Gdd-Heafl, God tW Fathef , God 
the Son, <Jod the holy fpirit ; and yet all 
but*6ne God bleffed fdf ever.; Again, As ^ 
to thpfe divine- infeparable" attributes bf- 

- '^ Cc God, 
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Codi^ his independcAcyt punjty, immulabi* 

Hty^ greatners and eternity ; bis goodxie&, 

grace, mercy, love, patience, apdjaftjce. 

I fey, fomctimesas doubt^pg pf theft: ttbings^ 

is our temptation; yea, and. could fataa 

prevaiJy we fhould flatly, deny ..bis bdng^ 

Qjature, propertiesl, and alK Lpok. iternly 

oh, and refift ftrongjy fucjb temptations as 

ihefe, v?hich do immediately -arid prefuaip- 

tuoufly in t reach upon (God's love reign 

^nd jiift prerpjg^^ive-, .An4,,^ I miftalce 

not, tKe great device of fatan m this ilrata* 

' g^m, if,, l;o,p?^?Iy4de thcj cr<jat^Tfi:.ft 

depe«(i^ncy. npqn iOeator^ tpa^ fo l?eing 

left'to berfeJf, a.ad fta^^g wpoo iu own 

Urengtfe, h^ miiy mQrie,epjG.ly^dc^oy it ;^ far 

Wh'at^ thp crei^iture "without the jQreator'A 

power? Some tempt^itio^s JEpuch our fy> 

rituaj bemgf f^eh as ^nevil,&e4rt 9^ ttp 

belief, miftrqlliqg^Jie grace^QfOod, arRd dif- 

pairing 'of the ^ppdne^fs of. our ^qpnditipD. 

Satan WQJJI4 v^r|y Vi^in^V ;ra^e^.<^^ very 

fountain pf fpiritaal exifteiic^f, adoptipo, 

juflification, and liopea QJffalvaiipnf u is his 

great dcfi^n to ftia^e ^he vjery gi»jEnad-work 

of tjiis buifding, and to Pj^cfu^de th^t all U 

falfe/ But thi?. temi[Ha^ojgi fs fifw y^^n 

^e'buifd upoti ^ right fouwfei^onj by .feith 

fliccpnapanied with repeotiE^iifje.iccasn: d^ad 

Hvorks, upon Chrift .Jefus, as the >Jo^n^ 

Author a/id meritoripas, «*ufe pf omf jtuftifi- 

catibn an^ eternal glor^ficatjf^f fv ! ^ :^ - 
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Laflly, Satan by his fiery darts ftrikes ait 
ourweli-beiag, to difturb our peace by the 
omiflion of fome duty, or commiirxoa of a 
certain fin; when he finds he cannot pre^ 
vail to overcome it, then he would de- 
prive us of our well-being, joy and com- 
ibrt. But know, tho' thefe temptationa may 
trouble us, yet {hall they never deftroy us. 
Now tot the manner .of iheje .temptation^, 
;how they work, Scci ^ ■ 

When we fail under any \i^nt, change of 

providence, or the like; ,then is a ti ue for 

temptation tto work^ as whep ChrUi.jhftd 

fafted, and was an. hungred, 4hen .comes 

the tempter ; J/ thou ke thefa^n oi God^ c.o7n- 

TTiatid that th^c jUnes may be br£ad^ NUt* 

iv, %. Wh-en we are firit W:ning fiom Ur 

to'God: then we are fure to meet with 4 

teofijjter, the great enemy of ma^ikind wiU 

be bufy. When we »re troubled, deje^ed^ 

or difconfolated, either to the outW4rtl or xor 

warde(kte, then beware of hia teinpt4tion, 

he vfiU be furthering our difquietments. If 

we grrive to foroe good hope^, thro' gra,<;i^ 

to have confidence in the njerpy of QpfJ. 

the Father, through his Son Jefiip Chrift j 

then ialfofhali we find the battering afl^ul^ 

of fatan to fltiake 6ur confidence : 3M .be 

fure always that your grounds are gqod, 

efiab^ifhea upon thp[t evejl^fting roqk,^ 1^^}^ 

Chrifti. For if J njiftalce not ip Aiy ojbi^ry^^ 

tioUf there flfC two g?e%j:'rc>cks, which feta0 

ftrivei 
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flrivesto fpHt a foul upon, prc/umpiioh and 
d^pair\ Ibmetimes endeavouring lb flat- 
tfr theni, lill they think grace, Cfirift, 
and all is theifs, when it is nothing To, cnr- 
rying their fouls blirtdfold to hell ; fb that 
they never come to fee tlioroughJy, tti;jt 
they are irr a bad way. hut think afways 
their condition good,' The other i br^k is 
de/pair \ fatanH riving, rl he cannot 'bliod 
them as he doth the other prefumptaous 
foylsjy y^t to nnake 'then> j^oforrpwing'all 
their days, imagihingthev' fliall never cbtnin 
that mercy which others think they always 
had* He fuits his temptations to our difpo- 
, {ition&; he hath various obje6]:s for dtveis 
fpirits,; for the proud haughty foul, the luft- 
iu J hearty the covetous worldin^, the pro- 
digal fon, the rsffti giddy brajlD, the fluggard^ 
the nielanchbly p^rfon, and the light chear- 
ful fpirit ; fefpecially th4;fe twa, either fink- 
' iBg the one in the tierrible waves of black 
aod dreadful thoiightSi, or tofling and lift- 
'jBgup the Other v/ith the wind of fooliftx 
fancy. Oh! what bad; spprehenfions (hall 
the one have of iifelf and God ? and 'what 
light'thoughb the other, of the prefent (late, 
iind of eternity ! 
" Sataji ainis to luH the foul afieep in 
carnal fecurity : Arid to this end, p'refents 
grciit fins as fmall and little^ Sometimes he 
will add by temptations, as it were a naulti- 
plying glafs to the foul/ fo then ever)' 
♦ ". fin 
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iin that Ibo^ks with a gh^ftly countenance, 
is thought tO'be the nn againft the Holy 
Spirit— -anpaifdonab}^. 

Having thus *{bewen boM^ and upon what 
.occafion fatan U^orks : I ftiall take occalion 
to enquire, why they have fb much power. 

If the tempter cannot prevail by open 
lorce upon the^ faul, then he invades by 
fubtil device?/ a^nd fecret ftratagem^, fo that 
k canaor efcape by ftrepgth only; and 
'.iherrfore (wimting wiliiorrj to evade his 
cunning ftarc^d " arguments) is b?,ffled' by 
him and ovci^-throwru- The enticing nature 
of his -baits ; as Krinftance in one cafe, 'Oh 
how many poor fmcere fouls, yet guilty of 
too much curiofrty, have been * entangled 
and If d by fallfe tenets, wliich v/ere no bct- 
.ter Uicin liie evii temptations of that wicked 
temptc^r ! How ra^any (which yet is ftrar>ge 
to think, though there is no reafon to 'fear 
it) nay, after their feemingly comfortable^ 
(realy corrtfortlefs). wandering walkings in 
thought-ways of truth, have caufe to repent 
and moyrn, for the many fins they have 
committed againft a juft God* Tempta-^ 
tions often prevail by reafon of the firength 
of corruptions, which the tempter works 
upon. Were there no corruptionsr, there 
would be few, or no temptations. 

Laftly, The tempter's pre valency pro- 
ceeds from weaknefi?, orid low ftatc of in- 
ward man: Sin is never at a highier flood, 

- than 
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than when grace is at a low ebb : It isa^iard 
matter (believe experience) to keep the Jbul 
from (inking at fuch a time. Nothing ra,Qre 
e^^fy than toihruft one laader water, when 
the depth of it is i»ore than the hei^^bth ojf 
the man. ' * 

Ohj. But to male fure the 4o£lrinal pan, 
I Ihali lay down*'fome reafons, wl;y thq 
people of God arq thus attended with tcmpr 
tsltions ; for it is a natural ^bjqj6iio!n aga^inA 
this ,poim, why will the Lprd^ who is /q 
merciful df his people, fuffer ihem.tp be 
thus ufed and buffeted by ternpt^tibn ? 

An/l I ai^fwer in general, on ^Solc^s be- 
half, that he is neverthelefs tender if) ^it, .as 
wH appear in particular thus: Becaufecsie 
tnd feerasto be this, that they niight knoiir 
theipfelves the better, and feeVhat ibey ar« 
naturally ; were it not for temptatiom, we 
ftiouldnot come to know our ©wn.cpriittp-.. 
tions ; we fee by this. What luft is moft pre- 
valent in us, according to that in Heb, xiL, 
J. The Jin that doth Jo epjily be/et m.; and 
what fatan makes moll uie of againtt us, we 
learo by this our own w^aknefs to refifl;^ . 
without affillirig grace. Again, it is for a 
faints cxercife : Thistemptgd condition, n 
God « artillery, his fchool of arms^ wherein 
he brings up his children, trgins, a»d in^ 
ilruftstheiti hovr to dafp on their helmet of 
falvation, or the breaft-plate of ri^hteouO 
iiefs, and to hold out the fhield pi" faith, 

to 
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ta brapdiih the fword of the Ipirit : la it 
word, how to put 6a the Lotd^fus Chcifi,; 
even our whole, annjour of hghteoufnefs* 

2. That we might know our enennies,. be 
more w^tch^ul over fatan, Hn^andthe worlds 

3. That we might long to be at home with 
our fathers • that we might be weaoed froat 
the milk^ and drawn from the breaft^ of thb 
prcfent wicked world. LMlly^ the. Lord 
doth it to beat down our pride, smd keep 
us humble : we (hould elfe be too much lift- 
ed up through our comiuf^d fpiritual pro- 
fperity ; arjdthus it was with P4ulf 2 Cor. 

X. 7. o. 

This Doftrine, may inform us of the 
devil's entnity, who is fo much thft faint'^i 
focf^ ais that lie wiil.notlet them be quiet; 
This old ferpent at firft deceived Adam« 
and deprived him of Paradife } yea, smd ever 
fince he hath been, and ftill is very bufy: 
to difpofiefs the faints, (if poflGLble) qf their 
fpiritual paradife. 

We may learn hence, the remaining feeds 
of corruption th^t are in the beft qf faints; 
without vhich (as | noted beforfs) the devil 
wduld always tempt in vain. We m*y alfq 
perceive whatis the faint's ftate here below ; 
U hath indeed many f;»ir pleafant proCpe6i:<a 
to the chfiftian.eye (I mean the ey;e of faith) 
but the way is tempting, troublefon>e and 
dangerous, Afts xiv, 22* It may te^ch u$ 
the wilHom ot God, and his great care of 

the 
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tbc'iairits^ who njake ufe of TataiTs cnittity, 
and pur corrdptidns, to do us 'goo8 withal. 
Ar)d thus it reproves thofe who think it an 
eafy' matter, (a thing of nothing) to be a 
chciftiariy 2. it reproves fuch who compare 
poor, 'tempted, afflifted ones. - 1. Under 
their temptations, thp* not overcoihe. i>. 
When fallen; and ho how raflb, linchati- 
table, and upchriftian-likc are they ? 3. It 
is aivdccalion of rebuke to thofe w|ib think 
it flrartVe,;thlit dthrr'themfelves, or others 
ihould be tempted: . \ 

Concefnirig the dnty of witchiqg, it imr 
plies a continual walking, like th^ tpoi^Ie, 
Cant, V. ,2/ Peter .exhorjts under ;a rpeta,- 
phbrical'exprenion^ i petr xijii. 'Qird up 

yaur loir\s, i. e. be ready ; it is tpiken* fro;t( 
the Tfws long garments, which they lifed t6 
gird tip'abbut fliem, that ihcy, rhight Fun 
with leisnaterruption. . . *. ., 

How we nray do to waticli ; I lhaUThut 
name the particulars, i. J^ci the ' heart be 
coutinuaTly' fixed upon God. Oh, how will 
this cool our affeaions to the world, find 
kindle the ii rid of love to him! 2. he% the 
eye be'mu):h ypon lelf: this will keep U5 
low in fpirit'sf And blejjed is ihcJ>Qorin 

fpirit, for theirs is the kingdom . of heaven^ 
Mat. V. 3.. 3. Be well refo.Ived in fpirit^ 
and be fure t}iy foundation be Chrilt : let 
there be no fin unrepented of, that will caufe 
forrow : harbourno enemy, nor lull in the 

foul ; 
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foul ; neither truft thine own heart, but re* 
gckUte it by the word of God; for it is de- 
ceitful, Jer. xVii. 9. 4. Examine diligently. 
What have I done ? What do I now"? What 
am I about to do? And if there be any 
thing out of order, tarry not, but repair it 
fuddenly: Lay fin upon Chrift, and then 
mourn over it. 6. Let nothing be fuggeft-^ 
ed, and. prelently entertained but firft 
brought to trial: See if it be the will of 
God ; if it be not for his glory, it is not 
his will, &c. Thus have iThewed yoii the 
duty of watching ; now concerning prayer. 

Prayer is the outward enlargement ot the 
foul's inward breathipg; it is a work of 
God's fbirit, and fd flows out of the heart of 
man, Zech. xii. lo- We muft pray in the 
holy fpirit, be direfted by it, Jude xx* 
Rom. viii. 26. In the name and triedftation 
of Chrift, i. e. relying upon the merits of 
his, not our own rtghteouinefs; xiv. ' i^. 
3. With faith, believingly, that Cod will 
give US what is good for us, Jdmes i. 6, ';^.^ 
4« With humility and acknowledgment of* 
our own unworthinefs, Pfal, x. 17. ^. With 
an heart willing X.6 be cleanfed by the blood 
of Chrift, Janies'Jv. 6, Do not give over^ 
but wreftle with God for a blefFmg with un- 
wearied conftancy, Luke, xviii, i, to o. 

Now I qome to the proof of this point : 
That the only way to avoid the evil temptation^ 
is to watch ana pray. This is clearly ftat- 

D d ed 
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ed in the text, fo that it fcarce needs more 
confirmation ; only take that ojf^Paul^ when 
bu^ed by tenaptatlon; Ffir this^ (ii»th he) 
I be/ought the Lord thrice, 2 Cor. xii. 8. 
Prayer eonduceth to the anticipating the 
affauUs offatan, and fruftratlng temptation : 
For it is God's promife. Call upon me in the 
day of trouble^ IwiU deliver thee, and thou 
fhatt glorify me, Pfal, 1. 15. It is a great 
comfort under temptation, to have a God 
,' to go to, efpecially one that is. able and 
willing to help. 

This may inftruQ us, that there is ^reat 
need of watching^ tt is certainly an univer- 
(dl duty for all faints, at whatever time : So 
faith Chrift our Szv\bwt,Whai I fay unto 
y^Uy 1 fay unto all-^Match, Mark xiii. 27^ 
The great end of this duty^ is the coming of 
the Lord Jefus, y\[aich^ (faith Chrift) for 
you know not what hour your Lozd dotf^ come. 
Mat. xxjv. 42, 44. Let us ferioufly weigh 
how great an offence, and what a diOioip^our 
to God, our unworthinefs is 4 and this will 
digage us to yr^^idfy. 2* Let us con(ider 
whom we gratify and aqvantage by our nc- 
jle6i; ppifefs than fat'an, the. enemy of pur 
ouls ; And (hall we pleasure our grand ad- 
yerfary ? Gh no ! tpen let us waiich, and 
pray : So did David, At evening, mornings 
ana at noon, Pfal. Iv. 17. 

Confide r what hath been faid, and the 
Lord! give you under (landing in all things. 

SElRMON 
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SERMON XIII. 

ChrijVs Voice to London'. 
And the Great Dd^y of Gc^d's Wr^b, - 

i?^in^ ikefuhjiance oj two Sermons. Pr^afA^ 

ed in that City^ in the yew iiiq5%vM^ 

that dreadful <:()ntagia^ the Pi^uf proved 

Jo jatal there. , \: \A 
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Rev. ill, g. ,,, 

1 

Behold, IJland at the door and kiiQck : [l 
any mart hfar my vices and open the doqXj 
I -milt come into him^ and^ willfv^ wi,m 
him^ and he with me. \ ^ 

THE Lord Jefus u the life^ and the , 
way to it, i Cor. ii. 7. To fnotw Yam 
favingly, believinglyand experimentally^ is 
life etertia!, John xvii. g. I (^ the Vfiiy^ 
(faith Chrift) John .xiv. &• The new ^n^ 
living way, Heb* x, 26/ The ftrait ah^ 
narrow way, Mat« vii. 14. And b^caule 
poor firiners are by nature the children of 
wrath, and all gone out of the way, ^av- 
'^ ing their underftanding darkened, being 

' alienated 
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alienated from the life of God, through 
the ignorance that is in them, betaufe of 
the blindnefs of their hearts, (Eph. iv* i8.i 
are become wretched, milerable, poor, blind 
and naked, like to the Lacdiceatls, ipokcn 
of in this chapter, v. 27. 

Therefore the Lord Jefiisr, who is full of 
love and pity, to poor loft finners, doih 
;racioufly invite them to come to him, that 
le may enrich them with his gold, cloaih 
them with his while raiment, and atioiut 
their eyes with his eye-falve, that they may 
fee, V. 18. And further to Ihew his willing- 
nefs and readinefs to fave fods, he telh us 
in the text. That he Janets at the door, and 
knocks, that if any man hear his voice, and 
opens the door, he xjdll come in U him, and 
will /iib with him, and he with me. 

In thefe words you have three general 
parts: (i.j God's gracious* offer to man, 
Rehold, Ijtand at the door and knock. (2.y 
Man's duty in relation to Gods gracious 
offer. If any man hear myvoict, o^ open 
the door. (3.) God's gracious promife in 
relation to man's duty, I will come in to Aim, 
and /up with him, and he with me. 

The worda being thus opened, there 
flows from them thefe four points of 

doftrinc. . 

1. That there is a marvellous willingnefs 

in the heart of God and Chrift, to fave poor 
Jinners. 

a. That 
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2- iTbatdiQ. hearts of luiners , arc bared 
.an:d bolted againft the Lord Jefus. 

3, That iti^ the duty, and great concern 
of ail men whatever, to hear .God's voice 
and open the door. 

4. That however will but hear. Chrift's 
voice, and open the door, he will come in- 
to them, and fup with tjiera^ and. they with 
him. 

• Neither tirrie nor ftrepgth^ beloved, iwill 
give me leave to handle .all tKefc doftrines 
a-part, therefore I fliaH infill upon one of 
them, wiiich is the fecond ; That the hearts. 
of poor Jinntrs Are bared and. bolted again fi 
the Lord je/ks. * . 

In the proiecutlon of this poini, I fhall 
do ihree things, i. Open it that you may 
lee iu 2- Prove it, that you may believe 
it. 3» AppJy it, that you may receive it. 

1 Ihall Ihew you . vhat the bars are that 
bolt the door of iinners hearts againfl Chrift. 

Beloved, they are fix^ viz. The bar of 
ignorance>^^ unbelief, felf-conCeit, earthly- 
mindednels, . prejudice, and hardnefs of 
heart. 

1. Ignprance is the want of knowledge, 
or darknefs Qf the underftandingV for fo 
faith the Apoftle Paul, Eph. iv. 8. Ha:ving 
the under/landing darkened^ being alienated 
from the Life qf Sod through 4he ignorance 
that is in theni^ becavje qfthc blxndne/s of 
their hearts. Beloved, it is that which 

• hardens 
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hardens the heart againft God^ } O ! curied 
and mifchievous ignorance ! What fin like 
unto this! This is that which darkens^ 
hardens,. blinds^ and bars the dootF of fin- 
ners hearts againd Chi id. O that thoti 
had (I known (faith our Lord) the things 
that belong tothypeace^ Lukexix. 42 but 
becaufe they are a people of no under- 
{landing, therefore he that made them^ 
will have no mercy on them ; and he that 
formed them, will (hew them no favour, 
lla.. xxvii. 11* 

2. Unbelief keeps off the heart from con- 
fidently depending upon Chrift.; ior that 
which IS to be had ip him^ and fo keeps him 
out of our fouls ; it is that which clips the 
wings of his mercy, Heb, iii. It is that 
which holds the hadd of his power. Mat. 
liL 58. •Take heed brethren, left there be 
any of you of an evil heart of unbelief,* in 
departing from the living God, but accept 
one another daily, while it is called to-day. 
left any of you oe hardened* O beloved ! 
it is that alio which gives God ^the lie ; he 
thatbelieveth not in him, hath made him 
a liar ; becaufe he believeth itot the record 
that God gave of his fon, 1 John v. 10. 
They believe not his promife^ fear hot his 
threatning^ nor harken to the voice of lus 
word ; though he iets life and death be- 
fore them, heaven and hell, bitter and 
fweet, yet they goon in the imagmation 

of 
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of their own vain hearts^ to add (in to fig, 

putting the evil day' far away ; for he that 

beUiiJ^h not is condenmed already^ John 
••• i> '' ' ■ 

in. 10. 

3. A felf-conceited man is one that glo- 
rieth in his works, and defgifeth others, 
Luke xviii. 9, 10. And he fpake this pa- 
rable unto certain which trufted in them- 
felvesj that they were righteous, and def- 
pifed otheri. The PhaHiee flood and pray- 
ed thus' within himfeif: God I ths^nk thee, 
that I am not as other men are, extorti- 
oners^ unjuft, adulterers, or events this 
PubJican* But the Publican, whom he def- 
piled, went away rather juftified ; for every 
one that exatlteth himfelf fliall be abafed : 
Verily I fay unto you^ that publicans and 
ho/iriots go into the kingdom of heaven be-^ 
/oreyous faith our Saviour to the felf-cOn- 
ceited Pharifees, Mat^ xxi. 31. He lives 
the moft fecure in a ftate of fin and mjfery. 
> And it fliall come to pafs, when he heareth 
the words oF this curie, that he fliall blefs 
himfelf in heart, faying, i fliall have peace^^ 
though I walk in the imagination of my 
heart, to add drunkennels to thirft, Deut. 
x}cix. 19. He thinks that God is made up^ 
of nothing.biit mercy, aad therefore lie lives 
in his fins, and pleafes himfelf with this, 
that God is merciful, he lying ;flilt in the 
ditch of fin, and crying, God help, but 
never ehdeavoureth to come out ; but th6' 

the 
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the Lord waitcth. to be gracious,, ypt vk^ 
is a God of judgment, Ifa. xxx. lo. . 

4. An earthly-minded man is fine that 
tends to the things of this world, more than 
he doth to Jefus Chrift ; this was tbe' cafe 
of that young man in the gofpel. Which 
ca me to Chrift, and afked hirh faying, Whai 

5ood thing fkail I do to infierit el&nai lijef 
efiis bid him keep the'cdttnnatidmeritf • 
He faith unto'him^ all the fe have I kept f rim 
my youth up ;. what lack I yet ? lefusjaith 
unto him^ if thoii iuilf be peffea; \fisll toh(i£ 
thou ha/t, and^giveio the poof;' and 'thou 
Jhalt havetriafute in' heapoenri hMX he be- 
iftff an earthly -minded m^n, wouM no^ 
ernbraee the cmincil of Chrift, but ww 
away forrowful ; fdf he had ^at J>pflef- ' 
ftons. Mat. xix. 21, ^2t. lie ■WiiM^tre the 
work -of God; to embrace the jprefent 
world ; this^iras Paul's complaint ofx)em^5/ 
2 Tim w^ i*^. I o. For Bemas hath ^ fhrjaken 
met hamng loved this pre fentww;M\ * 
An earthly minded man u^M preach falfe 
doilrifte, for the love of money, O be- 
loved! I could Wilh thatithis wjrenot too 
much pjTftftifed in this our day? but alas ! 
what ftiail 1 fay ? Suth is the earthly ^-mind- 
eduefi^ ofmat^y of the Priefts, tb« 1 may 
fay of them, as the bleffed Apoftle Paul 
faid qf fbrrie of his days, Phih iii, 19. Wh/)fe 
end is deftruBioTk^ tmmjft God is their belbf; 
iind^t^oje glmyis in tkevrjkame^ who mind 
> ' " ^^ * tdrlhly 
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earthly things. The blefled Apoftle Paul, 

doth charge? them that are rich in this 
worrd, that thfey truft*not in uncertain 
riches biit in the living God, Who giveth 
all things richly to enjoy ^ Ti^i- 'vi- i7- Thus 
you nlay fee, inay beloved, that wbofoever 
trufleth in uncertain riches, more than in 
God; is an earthly-minded man ; it is that 
which kc^psmenout of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

5. Sinners have a great prejudice againft 
the doftrine and minifters of Chrift : They 
fay of them, as Ahab did to Micaijsih^ / 
hate him^ for he never prophefies good of me, 
1 King's. xxii. 8* Thev h^te and d^teft 
the members "of Chrilt, for thefe rca- 
fons: (i) Becaufe they are poor, Luke 
xi. 22, 23, (2.) Becaufe they are but a^feWj^ 
Luke xn/» 32. Mat. vii. 14. Deut. vii. 7. 
For ve are the feweft of all people. Rev. iiij 
4. Thou had a few names inSardis,. which 
have not dcfikd their garments. (3.) Be- 
caufe th^y are unlearned in the account of 
men ; this is faid ' f Chrift, John xvii. 15. 
How knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned.? A Ifo of Peter and John it ^ 
is faid, A^s iv. 13. And when they per-' 
ceived that they were unlearned ana igno-* 
rant t^en, they marvelled ; and they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jefus. Are ye alfo deceived? Have 
any of the Rulers, or Pharife^s believed on 

E e him 
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birp ? But this people wfco knoweith not 
tRe Jaw, are carted, jqha yjd. 47^ ^8. (4^) 
Becaufe they will npt coniorm to huipan 
ihventiops: J^ec. fs Chron. xi. 13, 44, JV.ncl 
the Priefts and jtnc Leyites, th^t were io 
all Ifratl, reforteijl to iteboboaimtoUt of 
their coali ; for thiey left their fuburbs, 
and their pofleifions, and^cahie ip Judah 
anji JerufalfinV for Jefoboajn ^ndhjslons 
had call theni ofFfrpm ekiecutmgthe Jpr|eflL*s 
office befprq ^the t-Qfd ; and aft^ir .thcro, 
olit 0/ all tHe, tribes of J^frael,.fuch as fct 
their Iieprts tp fepk thj? Lord Go^ of IfracU 
came . to JqrjuCaleni to f^icrifice to. the Lord 
Godoftheir\FathcrSy,y. 1$^ Seejj)ap.m 
i"^/ Be it knoy^h i^nto tht^^ J^iTig^ taut 
roe w%U Twtjervc thy God nor -worjf^ip the 
golden ima§C'that thou haft fet tip. ,Q niy 
de^rbfethrqn,, 11)15 Gurfec^ fin of prqudice 
' i^th^t which Jceeps fint>ers from receiving 
the; truth in the love of it, and a bar. which 
bplts Chrift out of the heari. ^^ , "/ \ . 

6, It is theharda^fs of hearti which bolts 
the he^rtcS of ^ finpers , againft IPhrill ;, |ind 
hfe' mercy, that it doth not /draw, them, 
Rom. ii*. 4,. 5.. Or defpifeft thou thq riches 
of his. |;oodnefs, forbearance, ajnid long- 
fuileririg, pot knowing ,i;hat tb? .ggodnefs 
of God leadeth thee tpV/repentanqe, ? but 
after thy hardnefs, and 'imp^nitp^ut ,Ti€;g^^^^ 
treafureft upiinto thy felf wrath agalhft tiie 
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day of wrath, and revelation of the righte- 
ous judgment of God. ' ...» 
ThVif heartsf are harderic/l againft hjs 
judgments, that they do not tremble at 
them, as it is faid, Exod. viii. '^2^ And 
Pharoh hardened, his hea'ift at this time al/o, 
neither would he let the people^ go. Their 
hearts are hardened iagainfl all the means 
of grace, or gracious inyita t ions Tram thi* 
people of God ; Bu)^ IheyteJytedfQ hearken^ 
&c. Zedh. vii. 11;' 12. O dear friends, 
this is another bar, which bo^ts Chrift out 
t)f the hearts of poor' fiDcots : Thus be- 
loved, I have {he<vcd you Mliat the bars 
are that bolt the door of oui hearts againft 
Ghnd. and we do not l.eai >hi.4 voice, and ^ 
open the door* 




ex 
ners 

• 7*1* -(i^ 

he is fpeaking to them, to opeti the* door 
of their hearts, that he m:iy come in and 
fup with ,them'. • 

There aVe two forts of voices by which 
Chrift fpeaketh to the foul : inward artd 
outward voices. ^ 

1. The voice of confcience ; the Lord 
Jefus fpcdkes tolihiiers by their confciences: 
It is faid of the Jews, Johil viii. 9. They 
were cdnlvified'by their 'own confciences ; 
foPau! faith, "Rom. ix: ^\:''May confcience 
beareih tcitne/s ; and of t(he Gentiles, Paul 

faith. 
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^laitfa^ Rom. ii. 15, Tli^t they did by.na- 

:.ture the things contained. in tbc law, their 

. coofciencejs al fo b ar ing them . wttneCi ; 

and as Paul faith, 2 Cor. i. 12. Oar fcr- 

joicing is ihr$^ the telltmovy of a good ton- 

Jcience, O friend^, God pr^ a< hed to you 

many times by )'Our confciences, which 

.fpeaketh to you fccictly and powerfuHy, 

condemning and reproving yep for your 

iniquities; O therefore hear the. voice of 

confcicnte, fori it ty the voiire of Qxritt ; 

hcailfay, and hearken to it* 

2-. Chrift fpeaks to us l>y the voice of 

his foirit, to the old world, Qcn* \u\ 3. 

My Jpirit ftt€ill Tiot always firivc with niart ; 

'Mid as he di(^ to the Jeiw5, A&s vii^ 51. 

Ye do always rifiji the Hah Gbofi : as yjsiur 

fatfiers didjf&{do v^: iSo in John xvi. 8. 

Chriil tells us, , 7lf,at tkijpvril Jihould^con- 

vmce tkk world of Jin^ righteoufne/sj and 

'{f jkdpaent. cfltheever blefled.Godf peaks 

ai the world by nis holy fpi/it, ftijvi/igvwitJi 

thcin^ convincinivthemi and reproving them 

.for their inriqurtttes, that their fouls inay 

fcelieve in him, td> all eternity. 

3. By the voi^ of his. word, which is the 
*prf»aching of thelgofprL that: is, the woixi 
of reconciliauon v| O: iinoer, when' thou 
he^r it read, thou hleareft the voice of Chriit, 
Col. i. ^. Whtr wf.yon heard^before^d^rt the 
'^^nrdoftke gof^l '; a^Chjilt faith, Job'v. g. 

Seavfh the fcripti. ^gKcs^j far it is t/ieydhat 

tejirfy 
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dfjme. The voice of the fcr^turcs 
is the voice of Chrill; and a^s he fpeak^ to 
us^by them» here, fo, will he judge ^i:* by 
them hereafter* V, < 

(^brift fpeaks to finn^^rs by the. voice pf 
bis rod, by afflicHons, tribulations and 
judgments, Mic. vi g. The Ldvd's vatre 
^crieth unto the ciy^ &c^ Havings thus 
briefly fhewed you what the voices. are ; 
I fhitH in the third place come/ to (hewtyou, 
what the door is that Chrill. iianri&ixonjl 
knocks at, which (Inners &iie to. open and 
.let him m^ . . 

The firtt i« their thoughts : Inthe.innlfi- 

tilde of my thoughts tutthin me, thy com* 

^isrts dekght^my Joul^ Pfal*. xciv, lo, O! 

this n the hrft door of our hearts, which 

believers open to their beloved Lord, '\ 

The fecond is the door o( affeflion, which 
finners fhould open to Chrift : Thou Jhidt 
laae th^ Lord thy God mith alkthy MctrU 
wnd /with all thy foul y Deut* vi. 5. This 
door of iove and afiedkion mult be opened 
to .Chrili*, that he may come into your 
hearts, and .h^ your.nearell and deareft, 
your joy and. delight, that you may hive 
reconciliation: with the Father, union with 
the fon,: and communion with the -Holy 
Ghoft.: 

The jbird. i» the door of defi re, which 

joijull l^e: pfeijed to Chrift, or elfe he cannot 

GA»e into pux hearts, afrwi lap . wkh us : O 

1. ' finners. 
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finners/youmuft d<*fire atid thirffi after Kim 
vehemently, and fay as the chiirch doth, th 
the laft of Canticles; lik.' Make hdfti trty 
beloved^ and be like unto a roe, or to ayoUng 
hart upon the Tnountains of f pices. 

The fiDurth is eRimation, which finners 
muft open to Chrill, that is, to prize him, 
and to value him as - more precious • than 
all other things befide.- O'f thofe bfefled 
fouls that have op^n^d this doortoCKrift, 
he is to them all lovely, the cliiefeff a- 
tmong ten thoufand, yea, he iS better than 
Tubies ; and all things thou cahfl defire, 
are not to be compared to unto him, Ph>v* 
1ft. 15. 

The fifth is a good convernttion, whitfh 
•finnera, a^s well as faints muft opt n to Chrift. 
For our converfation is in heaven, from 
'whence alfo roe look' for a 'Sdvi&uY.lhf 
Ldrd Jefus, Phil, iii. 20. Thus have 1 
'briefly ftiewed yoti, beloved, what the 
.doctrs are that moft be 6]>ened to Ghrffl. 
Now, having done withtlte' explanation, I 
come ' to the application of the* point ; and 
as I have ttpened it to you, anil proved it, 
•I fbJalJ no%V' apply if, that y*^u- maVTeceive 
it Is it fo, beJQverl,' that the hearts bf 
fmnerj?, are thus bar'd and bdltcd againll 
the Lord Jefus. 

Firft, by way of information; ' This-my 
i)e of ule to inform us of the fad. and-' niife- 
arablc iCondition of all ilricortverted'^r- 
'^ .. * ' fons ; 
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fonf ; , they are wretched, . poor, blkid; and 
naked ; they are without Chrift, b^kig 
aliens from the Common-weatth of Ifraev 
3t^d firaflgers to the Covenant of Proraife, 
having no hope, and without God in the 
world,. JBph, ii. i2» Qh (ioners, this is 
your condition, who are gracelefs and 
ChrUtlefk perfoDS ;, and though ihis he fad^ 
ye^ this fi^ not. all ; for your hearts ^are 
bar'd ap,d. looked ag<aif»ft th^ .Lord of life 
apd^lory^ .O thou ,ihat h^sar, or read this^L 
h.o\f can thou but tremble, to think, that 
thy heart jhould be thus bftr'd -and boltsed 
agafoft Jerusj Chrift i/^ith igiwrance, un- 
belief, lelf-conceitednefs, earthly-minded* 
nefs, prejudice, and hafdjaefs of heart ; 
aiid^yet all this open to (in, (atan, and to 
tfee wojrld, which are crueVeneroies to the 
foul I Xh^t I ii;iay foon be out of this coni^ 
dition^. if it be the will of God (as the Anr 
gel did t.ot out of Sodom, Gerji. xik*) I 
{hal): turn ntiy difeourfe into 9P exhortation.^ 
i.etppie exhort you O ! /inner, to heat 
the, V4:>icje of Chrift, he fpeaJks to. your coo* 
fcienceSjjby; his fpirit, rod,^ and fervantsi 
p 1 you men and women of this city, God- 
Hath Ipoken to you by. all thefe. voices,, 
but you fa^yi2;,tui;ncd the deaf ear to him. 
The voice of the Lord crieth to dhe city^^ 
{and. th4 ma}}> of wi/dqm Jhall fee thy name)i 
heg/r ye the r fid, afid who hath appointed it^. 
Mijqah ii g. O ! God fpeaks to thee bijr 

hi^ 
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his judsfments, and becaure thou wou?4 not 
hear <he voice of ^hb'^ord, he hath i^ado 
thee to fee» the vtiice of hw rod. . ^O great 
city I hov\r hrith th^? plague broke in upon 
thee hecaufe o\ thy abominations ? Thus 
they provoked kim to anger wifh their tn-* 
venfion^, and the plague broke inupon them, 
Pfal cvi. 59. O you of this city f how 
is the wrath of the Lord kindled againii 
you, thaJt fuch multkudcs of thoufandsare 
fallen without thy border^ by the noifome 
peClilence — God's immediate fword : O ? . 
how are thy ftreets thinned, thy widows 
increafed, and ihy buryifig- placfe« filled^ 
thy inhabitants fled, thy tra<ie decayed ! 
O therefore lay to heart,* youthat are yel 
ali^^e, all thefe tilings, and turn from your 
vHcked ways, aftd be like unto the city of 
Nin**veh, who 'believed God,* »nd^ gave 
credit to Jnna.'s wo d5;, who Humbled ifhefn* 
felven, frdled, and cried mlf^htily umo 
the Lord, - Jnnas iii. 5. Turn therefore 
frora^ your evil ways, and , atnetid- your 
doings, that God may repent hirn of the 
evil which oiherwife he n>ay bring upon* 
van. O! fee wh?it the Lord faith, Jer. 
xxvi. 00 J/ /o be they will hearken^ and 
turn ev&iy mdn from his evil way, ^c. 
O ve propU, rent vour hearts, and not 
your g*»rments, and turn to the Lord, who 
is witiingto teceiveyou, fo that bi$ judg- 
ments' rrt ay i>e diverted, your former mer- 
cies 
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cesreftpred. and his bleffingS poured down- 

upoff ybuv ' • 

Dearly love the (aints and lervants of the 
moll high God, which are aiftong you. 
Thefe are they of whohi the world is not 
worthy, Heb. x'u 18. They are a chofen 
generation, a royal prietthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people, 1 Pet* ii, g. O 
therefore he fuflFereth no man tO'do them 
wrotig ; yea, he feproveth Kings for their 
fakes, Pliil. cv: 14;. O belixved, thofe that 
will' not accept of Ohfift/ {hall not be ac* 
cept^d in him ? who hdtA fndde ui accepted 
in the beloved^ Eph. i. 6* The door offal- 
vatibn will be fhut againil you, if you fcut 
the' door of your hearts ag^inft your' Savi- 
ouit He that made ybu, Will not fave you; 
and he that formed you, wilh ihew you no 
fav<bur ; but refufe to own you^s his people; 
fee the word« of our bleffed Lord hirtifelf^ 
Luicc xiii. 15. When once the maflcr of the 
hov^tis ri/en upf and hath /hut the door], 
dndye begin tajland without^ and to knock, 
faying Lord, Lord, open to us ; andheJhalL 
an/xoer and Jay ttnto you, I know you niot, 
whence are you ; depart from rruye workers 
of iniquity. Then- (hall bi weeping and 
gnajhing of teeth, when ye Jliallfee Abraham^ 
IfaaCf and ^acob^ and all the Prophets in the 
kingdoi^ of God, and ye your/elves thrufl 
out* Confider what hath been faid and;the 
Lord give youiOTderftandirlg in all things. 
- ^ ^ F f . SERMON 
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SERMON XIV. 

the G^eat Day of GOD's , WRATH. 



Rev. vi. 17. 






Far the Great Day of his Wrath is come, 
and howJhdU be ale to Jland. 

EVERY man^s thoughts run now like 
Nebuchadnezzar's, with a defirc to 
know what {ball come to , pais hereafter, 
or what things time will bring forth. 
Dart. ii. 29. There is nothing in the 
womb of time,; but what was firft in the 
womb of God. 

Now this book of the Revelations ihews 
us thefe three things. 1. The flate and 
condition of the true church of Chrift upon 
earth, under the power and reign of An- 
tichrift. 2. The nfe, reign, and rage of 
Antichrift in the world. 3. The qUiet, 
bleffed and glorious ftate and condition of 
ihe true church here below, after the ruin 
and downfal of Antichrift. The coming 
of Chrift will be the ruin of Antichrift, 

2 Thefi: 
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HL Theff. ii. 8. Whom the Lord {hall de- 
ftroy with the brightnefs of his coming. 
This was decreed in heaven, and declar- 
ed on earth. 

. This chapter out of which my text is 
taken, (hews us three things : 

1. You may fee what God's dreadful 
judgments are, by which he cuts dfF and 
deftroys the inhabitants of the earth, for 
their fin and wickednefs; they are likened 
(or compared) to horfes, as you may fee . 
irom ver. 4, to 8. Here you have a red 
horfe, the fword ; a black one^ the famine ; 
a pale one, the peftitence, for plague) 
which leads to death. 

2. You may fee here, where all the holy 
martyrs and witncfTes of Jefus Ghrift are, 
"who have been flain for the word of God, 
and for the teftimony of Jefus, they are 
under the alter, ver. 6. that is, taoder the 
glorious proteftion of Chrift in heaven. 
They are before the throne ^' God^ Jerving 
him day and night, and the Lamb leads 
them to the living fountain, and God wipes 
away /ill tears from their eyes. Rev. xv. 16. 

3. Herfe you may fee, that all the fgints 
precious blQod, which hath been fpilt frotai 
time to time by the whore of Babylon, 
viz. by cruel and blood-thirfty men, crieth 
aloud day and night to God for venge- 
ance upon Babylon, ver. lo, 

4. You have here the anfwer of God, 

in 
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in relation to the faint's cry;: And it was 
faid un^o them, that they Jhould reji yU for 
a littk while, until their fellow Jew ants 
alfoy and their brethren that jhould. be la lied 
as they werfi fhould be fulfilled^, ver. 1 1. 

You may here fee what dreadful and 
terrible things followed upon the open- 
ing of the fixth feal, ver. 12. Avdloj there 
xvas an earthquake ; and the Jun became 
as Jackloth of hairy and the moon became as 
bloody and the Jlars of heaven feilnpork the 
earth : And the heavens dep/irted as afcrowl 
tvhen it is rolled, together;, and: ^"^^xy moun- 
tain and iflandy was removed out .. of its 

place. Thefe are the vifible judgments of 
God, which are to come upon ihe Auti* 
chriftian crew. 

And laftly, this chapter (Ijcws us what 
will be the ftate and condition of thofe 
men at that day, who are found enemies 
to God and his people, ver. 15^ And ihe 
Kings of the earthy and the great men^ and 
the rich inen, and the chief captains^ and 
the mighiy\ men, and, every bondman^ and 

freeman^ hid themfelves in the dens, and in 
the rocks of the mountains y v^'^-iQ^- And 

Jaid to the mountains, and rocks, fall on us, 
and hide us from the J ace of him that fit- 
tefh ui>on the throne y and from thiwr<£tk 
of the f.omb. 

Nov; this brings me to tb^ wordjS of n^iy 
text, whkh fhew$ us the jreafon of this 

out-'cry. 
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put- cry. For the great day ef his wrath if 
come, and howjhall be able tojtand^?- 

The words of my text coatain two things, 
a RedfoTiy and a Que/Hon. 

The former part of the ground (or rea- 
fon) of this out*cry here made by the 
Kinga, and great men of the earth, to- 
gether with every bondman and freeman ; 
For the great day of his wfath is come. The 
latter part is a queilion propor?d about 
ftanding at that day, and who Jhall be abte 
to Hand? The point of doftrine which I 
fhall lay down from tht^fe words, is this : 

D06I. That the greated pcjLTt oj men and 
women wilL not be able to (land in the great 
day of God's wrath. In the handling of 
this point, 1 ihall (brw you four things: 
1. That there are feme greater days thitn 
other, 2. The nature and property of this 
great day. 3. Who they are that will 
pot be able to (land in the day of God^iv 
wrath.. 4. The ufeand application. 

In the fir II place, I fhall fhew you, be- 
loved, thatiheie are fome great daysfpoken 
of in ^:he Scripture ; firft, fee Jen xx^.Sj^. 
Alas, for that day is great, fo that no^e- 
is like it ; it is even the day of Jicob's 
troubles, but he fha I be faved out of it. 
The fecond you have in HoC i. 11* Then 
JhalL the children oJ Judah^ and the children 
of Ifratl be gathered together^ and apfiotnt 
thernf elves one head, and ikeyjhall come up 

out 
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out of the land; for great Jhall be the day of 
^ezreaL The third great day you have 
in Joel '\\. 01. The fun Jhall be turned 
into darknefs, and the moon into iloodj he^ 
J ore the great and terrible day df the Lord 
-come. The fourth great day you have in 
MaK iv. 5. Beholdi/I vdll Jend you Elijah 
the prophet, before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord. The fifth 
•great day ;s this in my text : For the great 
day of his wrath is come, and who fhatl be 
-able to Hand? The fixth great day 'you 
have in Revw xvi. ip* For they are Jpirits 
of devils working miracles^ &c. Thefeventh 
and laft day, you have in fhe Epiftle of 
Jude V. 6. And the Angels which kept not 
tfieir firfl Hate, but left their own habitation^, 
he hath referved in everlafiing chains, un- 
der darknefs, unto the judgment of the 
great day. 

' I fhall now' fhew you the nature and 
property of this great day in mv text, 
ivhich is called The great day of GOD's 
Wrath, fi^ my bt;ethren, this will be a 
very dreadfuland terrible day to the wick- 
ed, who call evil good, and good evil ; 
who put darknefs for light, jind light for 
<larkner<?, and put far from them the evil 
day^ which is now haftening upon them. 
Firft of all, this will be a day of alio- 
nifhrnent to the wicked and ungodly, anci 
it's faid, Deut. xxviii. 28, The Lord JhH^ 

fmiik 
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Jmile them .-with Ttiadnefsj blijidne/s^ and 
aJionijkfAiCnt of heart. O it will be with the 
wicked^ as it was with Nebuchadnezzar, 
Dan, iii. 24* who was aftonifhed to be- 
hold the works and wonders of God, 
which the Lord wrought for the deliver- 
ance of thofe who put their truft in hinr. 

Then Nebiichadnezzar the King was 
aflont/hed, and ro/e up in hafle^, andfpake 
and /aid unto his Councellors, did not we 
cajl three men hound in the midjl of the fire ? 
They an/wered andjaid unto the Kin^, true, 
King. He artfwered and faid^ Lo, I fee 
four men Loofe, walking in the thefire^ and 
they have receiind no hurt, and the form of 
thefourthy is like the Son of GOD. O fin- 
ners, fee here how the proud Ncbuchadncz- 
zfar was ailonilhed at ^he beholding of 
this, fight. 

1. To fee fire, whofe nature is to burrf 
and confume, to have no power to feiz^e 
upon the bodies of thef^j men is remark-^ 
able, a^it is a mercilefs eneniy ; therefore 
the torments of hell are fet Ibrtb by it, Mat- 
XXV. \\\ Go ye curfed into ever lading fire ^ 
prepared for the devil and his q^vgels. The 
fecond thing which aftonilhed Ntbuchad- 
nezzar, was to fee the feivants of the 
Lord walk in the fiery furnace* Now tha^t 
the fire fl^ould have power on their bcndsj. 
arfd not on their bodies, O this caufed ar* 
aftonilhrrient in him. The third v^'^s to 
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fee their number nofdecreafed, but in- 
creafed. Now as it was with Nebuchadnez- 
zar here, fo it will be with the wicked 
in this great day. O you that now fpeak 
proudly, , look highly, and walk contep- 
tcrufly, it will allonifh you to fee God's 
jadgmeftts pouring down upon you, and 
his wralh' wax hot againd you, till their be 
no remedy, O dp but fee the text, Jer. li. 37. 
And B tbylon fhall become heaps^ &c. Thus 
it (h-11 be with thr ungodly at that day- 

2. It will be. a day of terror to thofe that 
know not God, and thft obey not the gof- 
pel of Chrill, the terror of God fhall fall 
upon fuch, as it did upon thofe cities, Gen. 
XXXV. 5. O ye gracelefs' perfons, that now 
fear not God^ nor tremble at his word, he 

^ Vi'l miike you then tremble,' as he did 
Bellhazzar, when he beheld the hand writ- 

' ing, Dan. v. 6 Then the King's countenance 
was changed &c. O ye drunkards and- 
fwearers, you that defpifeVeproof and hate 
iullruflion, aid iet at nought all God.s 
council, know this, that the day of his 
wrath will be a day of terror -to you, 
which will make your hearts to fink with- 
^1 you, yourcouiuenance to change, your 

*ffjoints to be loofecJ, and your ear& to 
tingle, when the terror of the Almighty 
fet tiiertilelves in array agaiiiil you. There- 
fore faith the Apoltle^ 2 Cor, v. 11. Know- 
ing tkaejorc the terror of the Lord, we 

per/wade 
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men. This day of God's wrath will be a 
day of diftrefr-tOT-tJie wicked, when your 
fear /hall come as de/btation, ani your ^- 
ftruciioTi as /i whirlwind, when dilirefs and 
H^nguifh come upon yoUj Prov. i. 27* O 
the diftrefs that will come iipon the UQgodly 
that day, it will make then! cry to the rocks 
and mountains to fall on them, to hide them 
from the face of him that fitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb. 
The God of heaven will brinfi^ diftrefs upon 
all thofe, who {hall be found ungodly* their 
honour, gold, filver, nor the ^ greatnefs 
of their multitudes (hall nOt deliver thefflt 
but diftrefs will come upon therti, as it 
did uppn Saul. 1 S^xh* xit viii. ig.. And 
Saul an/wered, I am fore in diftrefs, fee 
Luke xxi. 23. Can you hear this, and not 
tremble at it, O ye that j^re prophane?. 
This day of ^God's ^rath will, be a day of 
great contempt to the ungodly, the Lord 
ofHofis hathprppofed it, to (lain thepndei 
of all fflory, and to bririg into contempt 
all the nonourable of the earth, I(a. tsxixu 
9. O the ei^emijes of the Lord, and fuch. 
as ojpipofe his truth, will he then hjfs at« 
He will pout contempt xipoti all forts of 
merij who have iided with the whore of 
Babylon, (viz* the ptotane Aritichriliian 
fiate of the world) and drank of her cup,, ^ 
th^y will not know whether to go, :nor 

G g where 
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where to hide their . heads ; but every one 
will hifs at them in derifion, favihg/ Thefe 
are they who faid, it is in yam to fetve 
the' Lord, and what prpfitis there in keep- 
ing of his ordinances, and • in walking 
ihournfully before the Lord of Holts ? who 
Counted faints fots, and godiinds to be 
madnefs, therefore will they be,, contemp- 
tible before the " Lord, Angels, and good 
men. O think of this, you that fpeak 
proudly and blafph^moufly againft .CJod 
and his people; know aflTuredJy, that he 
will fpeak to you in his wrath, and vex 
you in his fore difpleafure : Ht that ^t^ 
teth in the. heavens /hall laugh, the Lord 
/kait' have you in dertfion, Pfal. ii. 3. 4; 

In this day the Lord will deftroy b6th 
^vil ptrfons arid things :_ men and tfe^ir 
idbls, inventions, and every planjt which 
is tiot of ;God*8, fliall be plucked up, and 
tlie Lord alone (hall i>e exalted in that 
day, and the idols he (hall utterly abolifh ; 
in that day a man (hall cad away ' his id&ls 
of filver and ^cold, which he has made, 
each pne for nimfelf to worftiip, to the 
moles and to the bats, to go int| thb clifts 
of the rocks, and into the tops of the 
ragged rocks, for. fear of the Lord, and 
for the glorv of his Majefly, when he 
arifdth to (hake terribly the earth, Ifa. ii. 
J 8, 20, 12. All fa lie ways, worlhips, and 

do6lrines Ihall fall; this will be a reap- 
ing 
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ing dayj God will empty the earth as the ' 
Prophet Ifaiah fpeaks, chap, x%\v. 1, 2,3; 
Behold • the Lord maketh ' the earth empiy^ 
arid xj^afte^ &c. O let every one that hears 
(or reads') thefp faying^, let .them hear, 
tear, and tremble at them, for this will be 
a day of great deQruftioh to the wicked 
and ungodly. 

And lalUy, this wifl be a day of great 
wraths as it i« faid in the words of my text. 
For the great day of his wrath is come; 
but Jiow may abide the day of his earning P 
and xjiiho Jkall tlmd w/un he appeareth ? 
For he is like a rejiner'sjire. O Beloved, 
^ this is nnt the day of rnan'!? wrath: M^n 
have hid their time of reigning, raging and 
lording k over God's people ; but that^s . 
overhand gone^ and now God's day is pome, 
and this is the day of his wrath, and, vfoe 
to the earth, Tea, and all the workers of 
iniquity, for the hour of their judgment 
is come. It will tear them in pieces like a 
a lion, and confume them like fire. For 
behold the dm comcth thatt Pitill burn like an 
oveAr and all the proud] yea^ and oil that 
do xoickedly^Jliall be as Qiibble^ and the day^ 
that Cometh /halt burn them up /faith itic 
Lo rd, of hods, that it Pi a ll leave them neither, . 
root ' nor bran<:h, Mai. iv. 1. T/ierefore 
have' / poured ^ut . niy indignation. iipoi\ 
them^ I have . confumcd^ them - with the fire 
of my, wraths Ezek. xxTi. 31. ^ 

It 
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It fwallows us like a dragon ; he hath 
deTOored me, he hath cruftiedme, he hath 
l^allowed tne up like a dragon, Jer. xv. 
: 34. Thou Jhalt make them iis a fiery oven 
%n the ttftie of thtne anger ^ the jLord Jhall 
Jwallowthem u^ in hiswrath^^ dhd the fire 
Jhall devour inem, Pfal. xxi. 9. O the 
wrath of the Almighty is tha!t which tears 
like a lion, confubes like fite, and fwai- 
lows up like a dragon ; and tbereibrc it is 
called (in the Scripture) Jtefce "wrath, 
8 Kings xxiii. 26. Thus beloved, I have 
{hewed you the nature and property of 
this great day fppken of in my text. 
' I ihall how come, in the third place, to 
ih«w you who they are that will hot be able 
to.fiand in this great day. 

!• Such as are prbphaiie, will not be 
al^e to ftand, but fay to the mountains, 
iiiU on us ; and to the hills, coVer us, 
Luke xxiii. 30. Becaufe they have filled 
iihe midfi of thee with violence, and thou 
halt finned, therefore I will Cdfl thee as 
profane out of the mountain of God, and I 
fvili defiroy thee, covering chetub, from 
the midfi of the /tones of fire, Ezek. 
xxviii. 16. So Ron), ii. 9. ^Tribulation 
and anguish will come upon everfbul of man 
that doth evil, O ye |)rofane, ye that now 
Wallow in your fins, as the fow'in the mire, 
and eat Dp fin as they eat bread,' and 4rink 
\ip iniquity like water; O Iqt me tell you. 
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you will not be^ able to ilfind in the day 
of WTatb^ nor in the day of jitdgmenti 

, but deftruflion will be your endj^ and ever*- 
lafting mifery .your portion. O that fudi 
would but confider thefe two places of 
Scripture, Phil. iii. 19. Wfw/e end is de^ 
Jlry^cEion, whp/i God is their belly, who/e 
glory is their shame, who mind earthly 
things; (balfo that in 1 Cor. vi, 9, 10. — 
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall fiotr 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not de? 
ceived;^ neither fornicators, idolaters, adul* 
terer$, cfFeminate, nor ahiifers of them*- 
felves, with mankind; neither thievc«, nor 
(Covetous perfons, drunkards, revilers, nor 
extortioners, fljall inherit the kingdom of 
pod. Though thefe men may naw carry 
it on with a high hand, as if they had made 

' a cpyenant whh death, and with hell they 
were at an agreement; but your co- 
ven^nt with death {halt be difannulledi and 
your cove-pant with hell ftiall not ilandi, 
when the overflowing fcourg^e fhali pais 
through, then ye^ fhall be trodden down 
by it, Ifa. xxviij. 15, 18. 

2. Such as are ignorant, fhall not be able 
to Hand in thi^ great d^y of God's wrath, 
when the Lord Jefus (hall be revealed from 
hcayen with his mighty Angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gofpel of 
9ur jLord Jefus Chrift; who ftialT be pu- 

nifhed 
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nifbed with cverlaftnig deft tuflion fraftt the 
jxrefence of the Lord, and fifom the ^ory 
of hi*; powe V 2 ThelH fxvii. §"; ;0 yfetii 
tnat are ignorant and 'blir>d, do you heat 
this ? You ar6 fome of thbfej who will rfot 
be able to ftand in this great day', birt fay 
to the rocks, faH. on us, and hide ys from 
the fa^e of him that fittcth upon the throne,^ 
and from the wrath of the Lamb, fidov- ' 
eH, I told you in the morning; that igrio-^ ' 
rance is one of thofecurfed fins that bar* 
and bolt Chrift out of the heart ; it is that 
which (huts them ^ut from having mercy 
arid favour with the Lord :. See Ifa. xxvii.^ 
11, For they are a people of no v/nder-. 
Handings therefore he that made thtm., will 
have no mercy on them \dnd he that form- 
ed them^ x3iUJkexo them n& favour. 

3. Such as have fided with Antichrift a- 
gaiofi Chrift, will not be\able to ftand ift 
this great day ; fuch as have drunk bl the 
whores cup of fornication, ftiall drinK oF 
the cup of God's indignatifon, Which' is 
.poiired out without mixture: If any man 
worfliip the teaft and his image, and retiwe 
his mark in his forehead^ or in his hearty 
the fame f hall drink 0/ the wine ofthe-vkath 
ioj God,^whick is poured, out withdui mix- 
tur€, into the cup of his indigrtaiioni and 
he fhall be tormented with fire and iritk/lone, 
in the pre/ence \of the holy anj^els,' knd in 
the pre/ence of. the Lamb^ ^ Rev^ . x4 v; ql -i o; 

O beloved^ 
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P beloved, all thofe who have been par;* 
lakers with her in finning, (hall be partak- 
ers with her iq fuflFering \r therefore Come 
out 0/ her my people ^ &c. Rev. xviii. 4,. 
All that Gurfed DTood of protane ones, with 
all the Aniichriftian crew, will not be able 
19 (land in this great, day ot God's wrath, 
but-wilibeconrumed like fuel, and devour* 
rd' as .a Hubble, fully dry, Neh. r. 9, lo^ 
Wkq^t do ye imagine againfl ^ the Lord ? he 
wiUmaJic an utter end, affliEiionJhall nob 
rijcupthe/ecandtirkcifor they are folded 
together as thorns^, and while tficyafc d/run^ 
ken as drunkards^ they shall be devoured as 
Hubble f%il(y dry :, So that all thofe who have 
aflifted Antichrift agamft Ch rill's govern- 
ment, gofpel, worfhip," Minillers, and his; 
glorious caufe will not be able to ftand. 

1 fay they will nof be able to ftand in 
this day of God's wrath ; but to cry to the 
rocks and mountains to fall on them, and^ 
to hide them from the face of him that fit- 
teth o.n the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb^ Rev. xix.. ig, 20, 21. 

4. Such as have a form of Godlinefs, and 
deny the power thereof, will not be able 
to {land in this great day of God's wrath ; 
Having, a form of godHnefs but denying 
the pdxiier thereof y from fuch turn away^ 
2 Tim* lii, 5. Ajl idle and flothful pro- 
feffbrs, who have nothing of God, Ch rift, 
fpirit, nor power of ihe word in thern, hav- 
ing 
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ing bnly a notion or fonnal ptpFeffion ; 
fuch I lay, will not be able to itand in this 
great day ; fee Rom. ii. i'j. B^hald^ thou 
nrt called *n Jew f &c. Q! are there not 
many among us, who profefs Grod in words^ 
but deny him in works? who have a liame 
to live, and are dead ? who have a form, 
but riot the power ? who have all without, 
but nothing within ? like thofe/ in Mat. vii. 
(thfcre fpoken.by Chrift) ver. 22. Many 
xoiliyay to me in that day^. Lord, Lord^ G?r/ 
ver. 23. And then viill I profefs unto tkem; 
I nevtr knew you, depart from me ye that 
work iniquity. 

Such as are fdle fhepherds," arid blind 
guides/ will not be able to (land in thi« 
^ccat day of God's wrath, but will cry to 
tne rocks, and to the mountains to fall on 
them, and to hide them from the face of 
him that fitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb: See E^ek. ^xxiv. 
^9 .3f 4* Thus faith the I ord God unto the 
Shepherds — Wo be to the Shepherds of Ifrael^ 
(Sc. Mark alfo what bur Lord Jefiis Chrilt 
faith. Matt, xxiii. of idle Shepherds and 
blind guides. v.» 1^. Wo unto you Scribh 
Pharyees^ and. Hypocrites ; for ye devour 
widows houfe^, and for a pretence ^ make 
loifig prayers ; therefore ye snail i^ceive the 
greater damnation. Thus you fee, belov- 
ed, that the fcriptures vith open mouth do 
fpeak forth the defolation and calamities 

which 
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which befal idle l^hejiherds, and blinii 
•uidelf? irt that day; and if they cannoC 
:and when ftrs wrath is kindled but a lit-r^ 
tie, O what Will they do whtn his- wrath 
fiiall come upon therti to the utmoft, even 
the fierceTi.elV of his wrath? Then will they 
iTot be ahhe ftand. .. 

6. Such as are hypocrites will not be 
able td ft.irld rn this day of God's wrath, 
but defire (if it wer6 {;>o{5bIe) to hide them- 
fe Ives tri the dens and caves of the earth* 
And'thc people shall he as the burning of lime, 
as thorns cut up, shall they be burnt in the 
fire. See Job. viii; 13. O thou hypocirili!^ 
whoever thou art, rtotwithftanding thoii 
half got thd talking |iart of religion^ apd 
ritakelt a (hew of Godlinefs^ yet all t% 
while thou art. a diflcmWer in thy heart : 
See Jer. %\\\. sb, 21, 22. Foryedijhnked 
in yaur keafts, when ye Jent mt wnbo. th^ 
Lord your Gpd^ &c. Do you hear this j ye 
tfhat ate fiypdcrites, that God hate^fUchv 
and will torttlept them with great punifti^ 
merits • and cut them afunder, giving them 
their pdftiort with reprobates and caftaways^ 
in cverlaHing burnings, Mat. xliv. 51. 

7. And laitly,— All fuch ^^slove riot tb« 
Lord Jdus Chriff in truth and fihcetky^ 
will" not be able to ftand, whether they are 
Turks, Jisws, Papili^^pr Proteftants, bond 
or free, ^11 is pM, ..far they will not be 

tth f i^bJe 
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ible to ftand, if they" love not the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, fee i Con xvi. 22. If any 

' man love not tfie Lordje/Us Chrid, let him 
be Anathema^ Maranatha/. O beloved, all 
thofe \eho fhallbe found' unbelievers, un- 
converted and unFCgenerate in this day of 
God's wtathi whether ihey are Kings, great 
men, rich nien, chief captains, mighty- 
men, or freemen, they fhall cfy^ tq tfie 
motratains and rocks, faying— :/ii// on us^ 

V and hide usjrom the face gfhirri that ptfcth 
on' the throne^ and from the wrath of the 
Lamb \ for the great day of his wrath^is 
come: ' ' ■ " ''.''" 

' Thus Beloved, I have /{hewed you brief- 
ly in feVen paflicuUrs, who they are that 
will hot be able, to iland in the day of 
i^od's wrath, 

■ Obf: I. But, Beloved, it may be you 
will fay, if none of thofe will oe able to 
flatid, who then will? 

AriftD. I anfwer, all thofe who (hall he 
found having oil their wedding garments, 
and in the fpirit of the Lamb, will be 
able to'ffahd in this day, and they arc 
thefer^ il They tliat overcome. Rev. ii. 
10. ch: iii. 21. ch. xii. 11. ch. xk 7. 2. 

, Thfe"^ that keep the commandments of 
Gf)a, and have the tedimony. of Jefus 
ChriR; Rev, x'ii. 17. chap. :vil .9. 3. They 
thit ftand before yheMLaipb, Rev. x'iv. 
1. chttp. xvii. 14. 4* They that have their 
^ ^ ' Fathei's 
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Fatlier's name written m their forehead^ 
Rev. xiy. 1. 5. They that fing a new, * 
fong, xiv. ^. 6. Tl^ey 'that are red^emea 
from the earth, ver. 3. 7 They that fol- 
low the Lamb whuherlbever he goeth; 
ver, ^. . 8. They that are not clefi|e4 wiU> 
the pollutions of the wickeGl, and in their 
?notith is found no guile, ver^ -5, Now hi^^ 
loved, thefe are they who will be able to 
(land in ith^t day of God's vwrath, wheq^ 
others will not, byt c^H <Q the rocks ^^4 
mountains to fall on them. .. \ 

" * ' * 

I Chall now proceed in the fourth pla^^^ 
to the ufe and application of this point*-: . ^^ 

Andfirtt of all l?y w,3iy of information: 
if it be fo, xhat the; greatefl part of men 
and women will not be able to Hand in thi* 
day 6l God's wrath, then this rpay inform^ 
us of three things : - .. - 

i: That as men have had their <lay of 
fining, fo God will have hi«.of puqifhip^.; * 
for the day of the Lord is near upon allyth^ 
keathen ; cfs thou hajl doiie^ it Jliall be done 
unto thee; thy reward Jhall return , upon, /' 
thine own head, Obad. xv. 

2/ That though God beareth with flfhf 
ners in the day of his pati^nce^ yet hq wi^ . . 
not bear with them iq the day, of h|'S; /' 
wrath ; Go through the qity and /mite; Ut. - 
not yoitr eye /pare, neither have, ye piiy^ 
Ezek. ix. 5.^ O, "beloved ! ia the day of . 

God'3 
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©od's patience, he beareth with yoii, ?mJ 
waiteth to be gracious : O how many hun- 
dred years hath God bore with the wigked 
and profane men, notwithitanding their 
great .provocations and wickedneis; but 
now in the day of his wrath the Lord will 
iDot fpare them, nor Ihew pity to them, 
but power out his y^rath and indignation 
:Upon them to the utmofi: Therefgre JkaU 
their plagues conifi in one day^ death, 
mournings and famine^ ^dnd they Jh all be 
utterly 'burnt ivith fire ; for, Jlrong is the 
Lord who judgeth thern^ Rev. xviii,. ^. O 
fee that terrible word, Ifa, xliri. 13, 14^ The 
Mord Jfiall go forth 4s a mighty man^ he 
Jhalljiir up -jealoufy like a man. of war ; 
he /hall cry^ yea, roar ; hefhalL privail . a- 
gainfi his enemies ^ I have tovg time holden 
. wy peace :" / have ^ been f till, ori^ retrained 
wy/flf:^ Now will I cry like a traveUing 
w^man s IwtlldeBroydnd_devo,ur at once. 
, Do you fee this finnei;s, how God is re- 
vived to proceed ag^jnft yoy in the day 
of i^is Wfath, j^^hgvgh he bear wi^h you in 
the day. pf his patience? 
^ 3. The day of God's wrath will be -a very 
dreadful and terrible day. to the v^icked^ a? 
appears by what hath been fajd, Q.! it 
will he a day of darkne/s andgloominefs, a 
rfdty of clouds. and thick daikntfi, Joel ii. 2. 
The great day of the i*ord is near, it is 
- near, 
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and haftetli greatly, evien the voice of the 
Az^y of the Lord. O who is able to exprefe 
the -terror of the Almighty, in this day of 
his wrath ! O that every foul that hears me 
thisday^ would lay to* heart, and conlider 
with themfelves, that they may be able to 
ftand in this <lay of <Jod'i wrath- So much 
for this ufe oi inforiiiiation. 

2. By way of examination and felf-trial. 
^ O friends! how much doth it concern you 
and me, to examine our ftanding, that we 
may be able to fiand in the day of God's 
Wralh, which is comipg fo faft up.^n us- O 
you fee now that his wrath is out a little 
kindled, a;nd y^t how hard a matter is it' for 
men to.ttandand abide it! Thoufands have 
been fent tb their graves, and many htind- 
icih have left ihear habitations becaufe oFit, 
and are fled out of the city, in feveral parts of 
this kingdom for refuge. The greatell trade 
which hath been here among us hath been 
to bury the dead, and tend the fick. O now 
my brethren, if this little be much, wh2|t 
will it be when the great day of his wrath is 
corhe ! Who will then be able to ftand ? O 
therefore examine your faith, whether it be 
true: your knowledge, whether it be fa n£li* 
fied ; your hope, whether it be piirified j 
your love whether it be fincere; yourevi- 
dences, whether they are found ; ydi|r 
hearts, whether they are gracious ; your de- 
fires, whether they are holy ; and your 

converfations. 
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con verfetions, whether they are heavenly, 
that ypn may be^ble toftand in the day of 
wrathj death, and judgment, 2 Cof. xiti. 5. 
3. I (hall be brief left I ftiould intrude too 
much upon your patience ; but I hope you 
will not think- the time longj for it may be 
the laft. fermon^kM I may preacK, or you 
hear: Give me leave therefore to exhort 
ypuio tiiefe three' things : — 

1. You that sre Tinners, to repent of youi* 
fins. For he that coiifeffcth andforfaketh^Jkali 
hav€ merely >Prov. xxviii. 23. He that 
covereth his fins fhall not projper, but fie 
that confeffeth' the^m fhaJl have mefcy.-^— « 
Happy is the man that feareth alway- but 
fee that hardneih his heart, .(hall fafl' into 
mifchief, . O fmners, you have grievoufly 
fmned againftGod ; you havedelerved as 
many hclis^ as you have cofnniitted fih^- 
you have fmncd againfthi^ mercies, abufed 
his patience, and refilled his fpirii ; you 
have not obeyed hisgofpeU but made hght 
of htis minifters, and hated his members. O 
finneTS,r4ali this yourhave done, and yet the 
Lord h^th fpared you; and thbugh you 
h?iveJinned at (o high a rate, y<t God duih 
give you fpace to. repent : O let his good- 
nefs lead you to repentance, th^t you die 
r{otii\ yoi4r;fins. O therefore for Oirffl's' 
fake, be ye pifevaiied withal ;• why wiflyofet 
die,, feeiag fcJod would have you live^? why. 
^viil you dfaiVrn yourfelves ? 'v^^hy^vlU ye go 
>uo'*.r ' ■' , ^ to 
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heJl, . feeing God would have you go- to hea- 
ven ? Odo you but fee whatihe Lotd faitb^ 
Ifa. L 18. Camejinner (faith the L'?rd) and 
let thee and I reafon together^ thd thy fins 
he a$JcarUt;they piall he as fnow\ thd they he 
red ai crimfon^ theyJhaU be white like wool. 
Verily, if you have not hearts of ftone, me- 
thinks thefe words fhould melt you, to fee 
the love, pity; mercy, and willingnefs of 
God to do your fouls good. 

2>. Let me exhort you, to get an intereft 
in the Lord Jefus, that you may be able to , 
ftand in the day of his wr9th : O finners ! 
go toChrift, his promifes are open to you, 
his arms are ready to embrace you, his fpi* 
rft is ready to affift you, and his people are 
ready to own you, and his angels are ready 
to attend you, and heaven kfelf is ready to 
receive you. O finners! if you will but come 
to Chrift, you (hall be reconciled to the fa- 
ther, juflined by the fon, you fliall be fenftrT 
fied by the fpirit, you fliall be deliverefd 
from wrath, made the children ofG6dj ai^d 
have your names enrolkd in the book 'of 
life; and finially, you fhallbe received into 
everlafting glory at the end of your days. 
O therefore let this prevail with you to go 
to Chrift .for light, life, grace, flrength, 
comfort, and peace, that of hu fulnejs yoit 
may receive 'grace for grace, John i, i6\ 

3* And laftly. Let me exhort you (who 
are dead to fin, feparated from the wprld-, 

efpoufed 
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efpoufed to Ghrift, reconqiled to the Father) 
tov^alk vr or thy of God^ who hath. caHed 
you to his k.ingaom and gtory, 2 Thef. H. 12. 
O ye precious faints, let me exhort yoti ro 
keep^ your lamps faurning^ your foiirs^ girdl- 
ed, your lives holy, and your hearts up- 
right,, your judgments found, your coa- 
fciences pure,, arid yout garmems unfpot:- 
ted;, and be not troubled at God's dealings 
and difpenfations, though he take away 
thoCe that are precious tO' you : For as he 
fends tlie wi<}ke4 to hellir th^t they may 
diQionour him ivo more ; fo h6 tSakes away 
the righteous to heaven, that th&f may 
glorify him for eV0r.. Therfefe're^ye pteciaws 
latnts^j yo« oUght to be quiat* tamd* to Xugfav 
mit to the will of Gp<i, and fay with :I3Nmd^ 
/ vim dumh and opened n0t "vw- irt^utk, Ar- 
cauftihou didjt ih Pfel. %%x.^^ *Now I 
befeech y©.u^ both faints acid fj|ft|Sir5, t<^ 
-confider of tiaefe things, and tlife G^d of 
heaven give you;, underftaEkdia^g in tftx>fe 
matters whicli concern his gtory; and your 
eteraaal good,— r-^Amenw 



The End of ike Sermons^ 



TREATISE ON DEATH. 

r • • 

I. T,T «V Q^ifdintedfor all ititn once to die, 
A and dfter that the Judgment , Heb. 
i!s. 27. So fays thc^pirit of Odd hithfelf; 
atid Whaitis thus- appointed, none can re*, 
veife, ij6lhe tan «fcape: That-then, which 
re^^itiS foruir, Wholiife ufadef this fetiteneej 
tb do, i» . Only; to eridcttVour, thit We may 
di^, tt'bttdmes men and. cnrilUans: that 
fe, a» perfoim, trhb expeifil to render an 
accotmt of the thittgs^ done in this body, 
and to receive a rec^mpence accordingly, 
vHether it be gobd or bkd, 2 Coir. v. 10. 
But who may' abide that day?- Or who 
ihali iland; when thb Lotd appekreth? 
Who indeed { when not oriiy the thing it- 
felf, but the vetyapprcfherifions, and efpfc- 
ciilly tile afpprtrttches of it are fo difeadful ? 
tot What is more terrible to mortsd man, 
than dying? And what more foto finful 
liftrti, than being judged ? But, fihce thefe 
jnuft unaVoidabiy come, let us fee what 
iibnrfe can be* taken, to fbftert a little, and 
reconcile us to them : Nay, let us try, if it 
be not pofiSble, not only to baar them con- 
teuttdly, but even to meet them gladly. 

I i II. If 
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II. If death be confide red in itfelf, it is 
ho more, than what all the living cri^ation 
here below undergo, in common with our- 
(elves. And what is dying ? It.is a ceaJSng 
to liye, after the manner we now do. It 
is a removal, or rather, anefcape^ from a 
world of misfortunes and miferie«; offor- 
row and dilquiet; ormallice and deceit; 
<if nolle and contention;; of j^ains^and 
angqj(h;*of crofles a^d dilappointiiients ; 
of vanity and vexation ; and yrfrich is woijrft 
of alj, of temptatioii and fin.^^fls d^ing, 
tliat price for .z!^ whiqh we have do^ . in 
part^ a thoufand, times .already; Djf.fRcS- 
n^ffev and faintings • by,.the dficj^s apd 
infirmities of nature; >ad by the i<>^. of 
tendereft re^tions, whotore away f?Fc. very 
heart, with them. Ip fliort.,.the .WfT^nt 
life, ,^ven to the profperpus, wilj belaid, 

upon ^ jvft co^P"*^"®^* '9i,¥ve fflade a 
vSy unequal dianbutiort. for even (^ 
have a larger.portiqn of trouble-, t^n.of 
happin^fs. Butiothe genwajity-otjipaii-, 
kind* H is .a Tougl^ tempeftupus J<^^ a^d 
death is the making their pprt^oi j^ Jf^aft 
retiring into the {helter of: a creek, where 
ftdrms can.rcach.and annoy them Tpmt^c. 
There arenot^ffeacdftraufs pf PhUo^Dhy, 
.;»hPi1 and meafured truths : Ipcn 



but weighed and . mei . 

as every, man is, or may be,,fajbr con- 
vinced of, at his own expence, , upe only 
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deceit arifes from our natural fondnefs 
for living ; which (iod hath wifely infuf- ■ 
cdi and Woven into our foujs, ihaf we 
might. fuftain our preTent calamities the 
better. As, on the other hand, he hath 
made faith of a future ftate our virtue, 
9ad ordiined the miferies of the prefent 
Fife, as an eXercife for that virtue; that' 
fcbth together, might be a balaqce at leaft 
agaifift'the objeSs of fcnfe""; draw off our J 
a^e6lions fronl a place, which was never 
Jhteiided for our rell ; 'and raife tut de- 
fires h^ t6 thole better things, provided 
for us in another world: And fu rely,' if" 
this matter were well wcighied, h6wever' 
tirnorous nature may /Inrt and bo<rcffe. at? 
M, yet it wqifld ^e no hard matter to 
c'ome cWh up to death [ and,' by the 
help of familiar praaice, and prudent 
pious meditation, tb render riot only the' 
thoughts of it, hut even the thing itfelf 
Vfry tolerable to lis,' - -^ 

HI. But, if we confider 4eath in another 
capacity, as leading, andjcceping ijs clofe " 
pnfoners, to a iuft and terrible jiidgment • 
thus It haih^ lling indeed, which is the 
fenfe of guilt, andlin unpardoned. Thi? 
js what nothing can relieve, but the com- 
forts arifing from the t.iie repentance, 
from a Saviour facrificed to expiate, and 
make full fatisfadion lor our offences 
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from a title to oijr part in, that -expiatioDj 
aitid the favour of a ref obciM God. Fpr 
do but hear, what reviving \fjfords the 
holy fpii-it hath fpokcn to this puVpofc. 
Jf any, man ^n, toe ' have, an advocate 
with the father, Jejus Ckrijl the tightjous, 
and' He is the fropitioiion f/yr imr Jins, 
1 John ii. 1. ?.' Clxrift hath died, who 
is he that caiideoineth ? Yes, Chnft is. 
rifen again,; arid ieated at the right hand 
of God, Roni. lii' a gerpetoal irftei^effor, 
and a mighty SaViour to !»U theru; that 
come to God by hiijfi, * He ^ath toid us, 
that what the infirmity of the law and 
flefti could not do, Chrift. haih done for 
U5, Heb. ii. and iv. that he knows and 
h^th felt our weafcri^fies,. atid will not 
f^U to make large and very grabipus al- 
id^i^ances for them ; that J^fus hath walh- 
e4 us in his Own' blood. Rev-, t- 5* ^^^' 
th,9iugb our fins be as fcarlet; yet, upon 
our true repentance, they Ihall- be white 
a3 fndw, Ifa. i. i?. LoOk up J«n. ?n<^ 
fee thy Lord coming m thc^ clouds : 1 hou 

mull be judged^ '^mr j^"* ^j'X .^J* 
deemer fhall be thy jtidee. And tO whofe 
Meciaon would'ft thou chufe to Hand, but 
;to, thy beft friend's ? to bttn, who; loved 
^thee to dearly, as tc.; die for. tHcj, to be 
; m^e ,lin; apd.a <:urfc for thee, ,that thou 
• ' '" be . made the right^eoufncfs of 










Godin^him ?i This i^ tjiy fijr^ cojifidjjii^ j: 

and heaven and earth n^?^Y P^f^'ft^AXf ^^ 
his merits and promifes can never, fail. 
Azji^ hie hath jpipmifedr that. aHwh^ t*e- 

f)ent, believf?^ ferve and Ipve^hjixn^ (hafll be 
dvedin that day, andh^^vherAhe is* tO; 
behold his glqry, Jqhnj^vii. Nay, rjot ta 
behpjl/i only, but to enjoy it; to live ani 
reign with thiq-Sp^^pl Ood^binjffrlf*, For 
fuch n^,.ha^.madp Sons, alfo, h«rs of 
Qfld, aj^d joint he;irs with, Ghrift,^^R^ viiL 
If. of an ij^htntance iflfojr^iptible, unde- 
j^\^,^,difidi jjiQt ^dQth pot. a>vay, re^MVcd 
fpt them in thq he^yensg, i. Ret. i. 4. 

IV^ O glorious^ day^ which will bring 
us, to the mil and ipfeparable enjoyment c* 
aur ^eareft Ssrviour and rtioft merciful 
God, when thi$. veil of flefh (hall be , done 
a\f ay, aiwi fbiritual jpy, peace, knowledge^ 
and. Iqve, u^all for eVqr abound ! Ble&d 
be thy name, O .God* who haft opei!$ed an 
entrance into juch blifs for poor returning 
ftnners ! Blefledbe thy bounty,, who haft 
ordained fuch an infinite recompehee^ iix 
our imiperfe^ and unworthy labours ; and^ 
.if thou haft decreed, with all, andwemufl 
pafs through the regions of datknefs and 
death, tP oome at tnofe feats of light and 
glory, ihall we grudge this paffage ? When 
wi? have borne the neat and 'burthen of the 
day, (hall We mourn, becaufd evenis come* 
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and (hrini: back, when we' arc called^ to 
receive our wages ? 

Some difficulties we know there 9re : but 
diou^ O Lord, will ftrengthen our faith, 
and not fufier us to faint, under the terrors 
and llruggles of our lafl: trials. Give us 
grace t6 cqnfider, that this is the method, 
by which thy own Son was made perfeft ; 
tliat it is no more, nay, it is mucli lefs, 
thaii he fufFered voluntarily, and for our 
fakes; that, by fiiflPering death he hath 
overcome it, and rendered the confli^i more 
eafy to them that come after. Grant us 
to rejoice, at leaft to fupport oujfelves, 
with the nearer profpeft of an eternal reft 
ami reward* And now, O deaths where 
is thyfitng? i^ grave, wfiere is thy vi&ory^ 
1 Cor. XV. 55. TTianks to God, who 
hath given us the yiftory, thro' our Lord 
Jefas/Chrift* Therefore be fledfaft, un- 
ittC^veable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, forafmuch as we are ^ffured 
that 6ur Ubour (lialt not be in vain in 
the Lord. 



THE END. 
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